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We affirm and attempt to: 

 We try to use appropriate 
machinery.  When I lived in the Lower 

Mainland one of the farmers used a 
monstrous “prairie” four-wheel drive 
tractor to cut green feed from a ten-acre 
field.  His rationale:  “I always farmed 
with horses and I don’t trust anything 
that doesn’t pull with all-fours.”  
Horsepower  is one thing, but soil 
compaction is another. . . . 

 
News: 
 Our provincial government’s proposed 

changes to the Agricultural Land 

Commission and reserve lands are 

commanding a lot of media attention.  Our 

legislators will appreciate input about this 

topic.  Some of our readers may oppose the 

government’s course of action and others 

approve.  In either case, we suggest that you 

send your comments to the premier, Christy 

Clark (premier@gov.bc.ca ), and a copy to 

our MLA, Doug Donaldson.  

(doug.donaldson.mla@leg.bc.ca).   

Requested announcements:   
 “Is there any way to co-ordinate group orders 

from poultry hatcheries for specialized 

birds?”  Answer:  Maybe you could first try 

the local vendors—B.V. Home Centre or 

Smithers Feed Store—and see if they are 

interested in facilitating this.  Maybe the 

Smithers Farmers Institute could help (see 

below).  The Facebook page for B.V. 

Homesteaders might be a third option.   

 The annual general meeting of the Smithers 

Farmers Institute will be held Wednesday, 

April 23, 2014 at Glenwood Hall at 7:00 p.m.  

Membership fees for 2014 are only $30.00 

per farm, family or individual.   

 From Jillian Merrick (New Farm 

Development):  “. . . This project [was] 

designed to help new entrants in the farming 

industry in the BC Highway 16 region. . . We 

are now very optimistic about the future of 

farming in our region   

   To cap off this project, we have released 

our new publications, “The A-Z Guide for 

New Northern Farmers,” which provides 

information on 110 of the most common 

enquiries we receive from our farmers. . .” 

http://www.beyondthemarket.ca/newfarmers/ 

 

   “We also have 1000 print copies of the 

guide that will be distributed across our 

northern communities.  Visit our website for 

a full list of locations where you can pick up 

your copy.  Send us an email to request 

copies for your organization:  

jillianm@cfdc.bc.ca  .” 

 

 

 

 

  

The History Department 
by Doug Boersema 

 July 29, 1910, Interior News--Alex and 

Dan Chisholm will begin work Monday 

on their lime kiln near Lem Broughton’s.  

They expect to have the first kiln burned 

in about two weeks’ time, when they will 

be prepared to supply fresh lime at 

moderate cost. 

(Doug comments:  Lem Broughton’s 

farm, not that far from the telegraph 

cabin where he had worked in 1904, later 

became the Jack McNeil Farm, after 

Broughton left the partnership of 

Broughton and McNeil and moved to the 

U.S.A. with his wife.  Later, that became 

the Pete Anderson Farm.  

 Sept. 10, 1910, Interior News—Chisholm 

Bros. & Dunnigan have just completed 

the burning of five hundred bushels of 

lime and are now prepared to fill orders 

for that commodity.  Orders may be left at 

the Interior News office [in Aldermere]. 

mailto:premier@gov.bc.ca
mailto:doug.donaldson.mla@leg.bc.ca
http://www.beyondthemarket.ca/newfarmers/
mailto:jillianm@cfdc.bc.ca
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 Compared to “candy grasses” like early 

orchard, meadow foxtail may come up short.  

But so does orchard grass compared to some of 

the newer ryegrasses.  “What will grow here” is 

a decision based upon reason, experiment, and 

experience.  Art and Gordon Kerr have found in 

meadow foxtail a grass that meets certain 

requirements in some of their fields.  While 

meadow foxtail may not be for everyone, the 

inquiring mind and willingness to try something 

new that the Kerrs demonstrate are 

characteristics of good farmers and ranchers no 

matter choices they make for their seed 

selection.   
 

Notes: 
 A website from Vermont calls meadow 

foxtail a pest:  “Interestingly, farmer 
testimony suggests that the forage quality 
from fields infested with meadow foxtail is 
not as bad as they expected is corroborated 
by research done in Alberta in 1987 – 1989.”    

 Until about 1900, orchard grass, called 
cocksfoot in Europe, was considered a poor 
forage plant.  Not desirable:  a pest in “good” 
clover/ryegrass fields.   Meanwhile, Sir  
Robert H. Elliot claimed that the ryegrass 
available in that day was wrecking the soil 
and he promoted cocksfoot for its deeper 
root system.  Much of Eliott’s system has 
been questioned, but the deeper root system 
of cocksfoot (orchard) has proven itself over 
the years.   

 

 
Oh, It's THAT stuff. Sure does look like timothy. 

 

 

 

  
For Hay and Grazing:  Try Something 

Different 

 
 Trying “more of the same” isn’t 

always the best course, in farming as in the 

rest of life.  Gordon and Art Kerr try to keep 

an open mind and a willingness to learn from 

others’ experiences.  That’s how they 

discovered the merits of a little-utilized 

grass—meadow foxtail—for use on their beef 

operation.  

 A number of years ago, prairie 

ranchers and farmers were experiencing 

terrible drought and hayfields were drying up.  

A neighbour told a certain rancher that he had 

a good crop on one of his “back fields”; it was 

true.  That field contained a good deal of 

meadow foxtail.   

 Gordon and Art decided to try 

meadow foxtail in one field.  They managed 

to find a seed dealer and used 50 pounds of 

seed on a poorly-drained section of one large 

hayfield.  The meadow foxtail looked around 

and said, “Home!”  Ever since, they have had 

a good stand in that field.   

 The Kerrs have planted canary grass 

side-by-side with meadow foxtail with similar 

results, but the canary is taller, and much 

coarser.  In the Kerr’s fields, meadow foxtail 

heads out very early but stands up (perhaps 30 

inches high) into July when it is baled.  After 

baling it greens up quickly and is used for 

late-summer and fall grazing.   

 Gordon Kerr remarked that they 

haven’t had the hay tested, but it seems to be 

about the same as their other, more traditional 

fields of brome, timothy, and so on.  The only 

negative about meadow foxtail, says Gordon, 

is that the pollen may cause eye irritation if 

you are grazing it at heading-out time.  For 

some people, the fact that meadow foxtail 

“travels” may be a concern or a negative 

factor.  The Kerrs find it in other fields and in 

the winter feeding areas where it spreads from 

hay and manure.  Simply rolling out a round 

bale of mature meadow foxtail hay may serve 

to get it established.  
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Corriente Cattle:   
Small, Hardy, and Historically Important 

 
On April 5, I judged 4-H speeches and 

demonstrations at Round Lake Hall.  Between 

speeches, we chatted and I found out that one of 

our judges raises Corriente  cattle.  Here’s what 

I found out about Corrientes by doing a little 

research.   

 

   Corriente cattle may have appeared in the 

Americas as early as 1493.  Some think that their 

small size enabled them to withstand the ocean 

crossing, fitting ‘tween decks. 

   Over the centuries, Corrientes spread 

throughout Mexico and the U.S. Southwest, 

including California.   As ranchers began to 

import European breeds for beef and dairy 

specialization, Corrientes almost disappeared but 

have come back strongly, partly because they 

make very good rodeo cattle.  Any readers who 

have quarter horses or love rodeos would 

probably recognize Corrientes right away. 

   According to a report from the Ray Ranch in 

the U.S.A., some of the attractive traits of the 

Corriente cattle are these:  they are docile and 

fairly easy to handle; they are hardy, heat 

resistant [as if we needed that in the B.V.], and 

not susceptible to diseases.  They are aggressive 

grazers on marginal as well as good pasture 

plants.   

   Mature Corrientes weigh about 700-800 

pounds.  They have large horns that grow 

outward and then forward.  These delight rodeo 

competitors, but also may have a utilitarian 

function.  Gary Robson says the following:  We 

live in an area with a lot of large predators, 

including grizzlies, wolves, and mountain lions 

[cougars], all of which can take down a small 

cow.  The horns give them some measure of 

protection.   

   Writing in Acres U.S.A., Robson compares the 

flavour to farm-raised elk.  He also appreciates 

that Corrientes are “easy keepers.”  He says that 

when he was raising Corrientes, he didn’t own a 

calf puller.  A local rancher agrees:   Some of her 

calves “hit the ground running at 30 pounds.”       

    

    

   They have long horns and are good jumpers, 

too.  Robson does say that his Corrientes would 

“jump a traditional four-strand barbed wire fence 

without breaking stride.”  One wag wrote about 

Corrientes:  “My favorite thing. . . is shooting 

them in the a$$ with a wrist rocket when they 

jump 7 fences to try to breed my best cow.”  

Another said, “I’m sure they eat well if you have 

plenty of time to cut and chew.” Corriente 

fanciers would not agree with either of these two 

writers.   

    [Although I can’t find the reference right 

now, Ralph Edwards—Crusoe of Lonesome 

Lake—I remember him saying that his horned 

Ayrshire cows seemed to have outbluffed the 

numerous grizzlies in the Atnarko River area, 

perhaps by doing the “musk-ox circle.”] 

 

 

 
 

 We hope to have reports from local 

producers about their favourite types of 

livestock and the advantages and limitations 

of each.  If you want to volunteer information 

(I can do a phone interview and write it up), 

please contact cgesch63@gmail.com .  I’d 

like to focus on cattle and hogs in the next 

few issues.   

 

Editor’s note:  The Canadian TV show called 

This Hour Has 22 Minutes begins each program 

with this statement:  “This Hour Has 22 

Minutes is a satirical examination of daily 

events. Some viewers may not share this sense of 

humour.”  The same for Just Farmers.   

mailto:cgesch63@gmail.com
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Editorial:   

Plastics:  Useful or a Scourge 

 Plastics have helped farmers a great deal:  

most significant may be the silage wrap that 

helps us produce high quality fodder despite the 

weather.   

 We’ve heard of the monstrous whirlpool 

of plastic in the Pacific Ocean.  Now—see 

below—even animals in the desert suffer from 

discarded plastics.  Below find a summary of an 

article from Catholic Online. 

 
 

 Bangladesh banned polyethylene bags in 

2002.  Plastic bag production is a criminal 

offence in Mauritania, Mali, Rwanda and 

Somalia.  Italy has banned plastic bags since 

2012.  France will do so, probably this year. 

 Catholic Online says this:  Mali's 
environment ministry described plastic 
bags as a "disastrous scourge" and "a 
menace to public health."  

 Here is an explanation of the photo above 

from the same source:  The effect of plastic 
bags on ecology became highly apparent in 
the United Arab Emirates. The remains of a 
dead camel were found surrounding a giant 
ball of polythene, lying intact in what 
would have been the animal's stomach. 
Around half of the country's camels were 
dying from starvation caused by plastic 
consumption.  

 

Comments:   

 Many of us have seen on television that 

albatrosses and sea turtles sometime die 

because they eat plastic bags which resemble 

jellyfish to them.   

 Local schools and service clubs clean up our 

highways; the amount of plastic garbage—

which is not only unsightly, but does not 

decompose—is very high.   

 What about our silage wrap?  Should we 

simply dump it in the landfill?  Recyclers 

claim they cannot use it for various reasons.  

Should the manufacturer be required to find a 

way to recycle their products as part of their 

service?   Would you pay for recycling as 

part of the cost or would that be prohibitive 

to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

The Last Words . . .  

 Never kick a fresh turd on a hot day. ~Harry 

S. Truman 

 "In farming, as in gardening, I happen to 

believe that if you treat the land with love 

and respect (in particular, respect for the idea 

that it has an almost living soul, bound up in 

the mysterious, everlasting cycles of nature) 

then it will repay you in kind."  --HRH, 

Charles, Prince of Wales. 

 

 
 

 

          Border collie showing how to herd chickens (HRH’s farm) 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://i2.mirror.co.uk/incoming/article2019842.ece/ALTERNATES/s615/Dot-the-border-collie-attempts-to-round-up-chickens-as-The-Prince-of-Wales-and-The-Duchess-of-Cornwall-visit-the-Rhug-2019842.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/sheepdog-grabs-chicken-neck-prince-2020436&h=409&w=615&tbnid=zptV_g2F-4xsbM:&zoom=1&docid=VPcPtWLNdOhMZM&ei=HjNIU6a7D8SwyQHqtIHAAQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CGwQhBwwCA

