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We are earthkeepers. . .   

2015 Organic Farming Conference (Ohio) 
Our Mission is to: 

 
Care about humans and humus and 
encourage a way of working the land 
that can continue for generations by 
supporting a community life that is 
prosperous and enduring. 
 
We do this by: 

 Promoting sustainable growing 
practices that not only conserve but 
also renew and improve our soils, 
which in turn provide healthy food for 
the well-being of families, 
communities, and all the inhabitants 
that share our farms and gardens. 

 Advocating a way of farming that 
markets products that are nutritious, 
wholesome, and delicious.  

 Building a local agriculture with 
practices that benefit our neighboring 
rural and urban communities. 

Courtesy David Kline 
News and Views:  

 Correction:  In last issue we said this:   
A workshop on fruit trees and small 

fruits was presented by the Smithers 

Farmers’ Institute at the Bulkley 

Lodge in Smithers on March 28.  It 

took place at the Hudson Bay Lodge, 

of course.  

 Here is a long quotation from Bill 

Murphy, one of North America’s 

premier grazing specialists and a 

former professor at the University of 

Vermont:  “The fourth stomach 

(abosmasum) is the main digestive 

organ in a ruminant’s early life.  At 

birth, the abomasum is 3 to 4 times the 

size of the first stomach (rumen).  

When calves . . . suck milk from their 

mothers, their heads and neck are in a 

low position that causes a groove at the 

bottom of the esophagus to form a tube 

that shunts milk directly to the 

abomasum, bypassing the first, second, 

and third stomachs.  When calves are 

fed from buckets with their heads up 

and don’t have to suck hard, the tube 

doesn’t form fully and some milk gets 

into the rumen where it is wasted, and 

may interfere with rumen 

development.  For this reason, calves 

reared separated from their mothers 

must be fed from nipples placed 18 

inches (first 1-2 weeks) to 24 inches (2 

weeks to weaning) from the floor or 

ground level.”   

Input wanted:  If you have information 

that confirms or contradicts Mr. Murphy, 

would you please send it to us and we’ll 

share your insights.  Perhaps you could 

ask your vet, too.   

 For a new garden crop this year, I’m 

trying Vittoria eggplant from T & T 

Seeds.  The description says 58 days to 

maturity (which I suppose would be in 

a greenhouse).  Bowden Nurseries in 

Alberta lists Dusky Hybrid eggplant 

and says it is good for containers.  I 

asked master horticulturalist, George 

Horlings, about container vegetables.  

He said that if you are going to try 

them normally you should look in the 

seed catalogues for compact plants.    
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 Some of us own a broadfork.  It looks 

like this:  

 

Photo from Mother Earth News 

 You operate a broadfork by holding 

the two handles and stepping on the 

bar above the tines.  You may jump if 

you want to, but that defeats part of the 

purpose, which is to save wear and tear 

on your body.  In decent soil, the 

weight of your body will push the tines 

into the ground and then you lean back 

on the tines to lift the soil without 

turning it over as in spading.  This 

means that you do not bring as many 

weed seeds into the germination zone 

and you also aerate the soil with the 

12” tines.  (If your soil is in sod or 

heavy clay or rock, rock, and more 

rock, you are not ready for a 

broadfork.)   

   A rototiller stirs the soil and 

eventually can wreck the crumb 

structure if used too often.  It also 

rarely goes 12” (30 cm) deep.  You can 

also use a broadfork to lift carrots and 

potatoes.   

   In a field, the tillage equivalent 

would be some sort of chisel plough, 

which also doesn’t work very well in 

stony fields.  However, the advantage 

is that in “cleaner” soils, the chisel can 

aerate the soil “from below” (an 

aerator or disc “pushes down,” you 

might say) without bringing up too 

many weed seeds.  In this way, some 

of our fields in the Bulkley Valley may 

get relief from compaction and weed 

pressure with no herbicide.    

Input wanted:  If you have experience 

using a chisel plough, we’d love to 

hear from you.  On a related topic, 

has anyone in this area familiarity with 

using the Keyline plough as a way of 

improving air in the soil and water 

infiltration?  We’d love to hear about 

any experiences. 

 If you read the popular press, you’d 

thinking farming and forestry are 

careers that allow you to work in a 

nature that is lush and green.  You 

probably know better:  dead trees are 

also beautiful.  Functionally, they may 

provide homes for birds.  And 

sometimes they may cause us to stop, 

look, and consider how things go 

together.  Not too long ago I saw some 

poplar stumps with a cross-member on 

top that reminded me of Stonehenge 

(Woodhenge), but I never took a 

photo.  On  page 4 will see  a photo 

taken at Grassy Mountain (Babine 

Mountains Provincial Park) by Dina 

Hanson and reproduced in sepia tones.  

I know what the photo brings to my 

mind: trees are more than lumber and 

grass more than a crop. 

 Making Hay is a book by Verlyn 

Klinkenborg, which the Smithers 

Library recently ordered.  It is a book 

that describes the life of hay-making in 

two places:  Iowa and Montana.  In the 

Iowa episodes, farmers go to dances, 

repair old machinery, and make small 

square bales and round bales.  In the 

Montana sections the farmers put up 

massive haystacks of loose hay, using 

hay loaders, cranes, etc.  (Some 

readers may recognize the location of 

the Iowa sections:  not far from Rock 

Rapids, Iowa. 
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Quote of the Month:  I haven’t a 

clue whether we humans will live for 
another 100 or 10,000 years.  We 
can’t be sure.  What matters to me is 
the fact [that] we have fallen out of a 
very ancient love affair—a kind of 
dream tangle, with the Earth itself.   
        –Martin Shaw, quoted by Dougald Hine 

 Did you notice that sometimes we 

have two “quotes of the month?”  

Quote of the bi-week period just 

doesn’t sound right, so we’ll continue 

with two quotes of the month. 

 If you are frustrated because your field 

is too wet for machinery, try walking 

and looking for perennial weeds.  

Some of them, like field scabious, still 

show their green basal leaves in the 

spring which show up against short, 

brown grass.  In one of our fields, the 

“soil” is really gravel and we are able 

to dig out the scabious roots now, but 

won’t be able to do that once 

summer’s drought hits.  (Below.)   

 Field scabious may not be your 

problem now, but you don’t want to let  

it get started.  Ask the people on Buck 

Flats Road (Houston) about how it can 

infest an entire pasture or hayfield.  It 

is so bad my wife and I call it Weedus 

Horribilis.  See previous column and 

page four which show you what this 

vile creature looks like.   Your Alien-

Destroying, Poison-the-World, Knock-

Down-Drag-Out, Steroid-Enhanced 

weedkiller can not do much against 

weeds like field scabious without 

killing most of the rest of the field, too. 
 

 

 I saw an advertisement for Murray 

Grey cattle in a farming magazine.  

Murray Greys are a 1905 cross 

between roan Shorthorns and black 

Angus.  The breed was developed in 

Australia.  Contrary to their name, they 

are not always grey.  It seems this 

breed started as a curiosity (the colour) 

but then, as time went on, other traits 

were noticed:  calving ease, dark eyes 

and udders to prevent sunlight 

problems, good milk production, etc.  

You can find all this information and 

more on the Internet.  The closest 

breeders are in Alberta (aren’t they 

all?).   

 

 

 

Scabious taking over 

(Photo courtesy of B.C. government website.) 

Here’s the Murray Grey barbershop quartet. 
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OK.  This photo is out of order, but it shows that I 
was able to dig out the taproot of field scabious 
last week when the soil was still soft in this gravelly 
field.  Later in the summer it is almost impossible 
to get the roots of this plant.  

 

 

 Smithers Farmers’ Institute  
Annual General Meeting  
Date: April 22, 2015  
Location: Driftwood School  
(on corner of Driftwood road and Telkwa Highroad ....just before Driftwood 
/ Glenwood Hall)  
Time: 7:30pm  
AGENDA  
1. Welcome  

2. Minutes from 2014 Annual General Meeting  

3. President’s Report  

4. Financial Report  

5. SFI Overview  

6. New Business  

7. Update from Ministry of Agriculture – John Stevenson  

8. Update from UNBC – Serena Black  

9. Elections  

10. SFI Award of Excellence  
 

Note: Memberships are due and can be paid at the Annual General Meeting. Those that paid for their 

memberships at the ‘From Carrots to Cattle’ Conference are up to date with their memberships for this 

year. Reminder that memberships are $30.00 per household; membership form can be downloaded 

from website: www.smithersfarmersinstitute.com (link at bottom of home page).  

 

 

Tree at Grassy 
Mountain 
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Art feature:   from the students of the late Gerry Dykstra. 

 

 

 

Remember:  Motorized boat traffic or even well-meaning stealthy approaches may disrupt loon 

nesting success.  

 

Note:  I think the large head of the loon on the right is shaped more like a mallard’s head.  What 

do you think? 

 

 


