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We affirm and . . .  

practice curiosity. 
     We consider research, discussion, 
learning from our neighbours and 
regular walks through our property as 
essential to our vocation.    

     (We haven’t eaten grass-salads, although 
red clover flowers and clover tea can be 
delicious.  See photo on this page.) 

News and Views: 

 We will be in Newfoundland at the end 

of the month, so there will be no May 1 

issue of Just Farmers. 

 Which items were “just fooling” in the 

last issue?    1) “We believe that we 

should. . .”  2) De Kalb’s announcement.  

3) PETA announcement.   (All the 

photos are “for real.”) 

 Rick Hubert, who teaches at Smithers 

Senior Secondary school, has created a 

website to collect and disseminate brix 

refractometer data that is claimed to 

correlate with relative nutritional value: 

www.vegucation.info    

 If you want to find out the “most 

Important Grazing Management Strategy 

to Date”, check out Troy Bishopp’s 

feature published in 

http://onpasture.come/2016/0404  

Troy Bishopp is sometimes called the 

Grass Whisperer.  We recommend his 

writings, many of which can be found on 

his blog (thegrasswhisperer.com/) 

which describes him as follows:  “Troy 

owns and manages Bishopp Family 

Farm in Deansboro, NY with his 

understanding wife, daughters and 

parents. Their certified organic custom 

grazing operation raises dairy heifers, 

grass-finished beef and backgrounds 

feeder cattle on 180 acres of owned and 

leased organic native pastures.”    

 

 Famous grazier Chip Hines of Colorado 

shares what he calls the Rancher’s Vow.  

Here’s the story:   Several years ago in a 
conversation with a Kansas banker, Chip 
quipped on his thoughts of over-usage 
of machinery and the high level of inputs 
in the industry. The lender disagreed, 
saying, “Machinery dealers and others 
are a part of the community and we are 
all in this together.”  This prompted 
Hines to produce a satirical piece call 
The Ranchers Vow:  “From this day 
forward, I pledge to support my tractor, 
pickup, hay machinery, feed and 
pharmaceutical dealers through good 
times and bad, through drought, 
blizzard, flood, low prices and high 
interest, till bankruptcy do us part.” 

 We ran across this quotation by Will 

Rogers.  It seems genuine and . . . true. 
There are three kinds of men. The one 

that learns by reading. The few who 

learn by observation. The rest of them 

have to pee on the electric fence for 

themselves.  

 

http://www.vegucation.info/
http://onpasture.come/2016/0404
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Quote for Today:   

Part of keeping the farm profitable 
comes from good management and 
knowing where the farm stands.  “A 
farmer has to know where his farm is 
going in the months of May, June and 
July in order to make decisions for 
the farm in September,” explained 
Miller.  “The old shoebox mentality 
does not work today,” he said, 
referring to bringing a shoebox full of 
receipts to the tax man to find out 
how the farm did for the year. 
      --quoting Jerry D. Miller     Source:  
http://www.farmanddairy.com/news  

Curiosity, observations, trials:  The following are photos and news items that pose 

questions, offer proposed solutions, or simply record observations.   

 

 

 These photos (immediately below) show how John and Justin Wisselink (Wisselbrook 

Farms, Quick) are trying out a way to increase the perennial legume (alfalfa) in their hayfield 

without killing the sod completely.  They use an Aerway (aerator) to “scruff up” the turf, thus 

opening up soil for seed contact.  Then, after a few days, they rolled the strips to eliminate 

lumps, no-tilled in alfalfa seed and rolled it again for good seed-to-soil contact.   

 

 
 

 

 (Below)  Brantanna Farms (Al and Travis 

Brandsma) decided to try winter rye which they 

seeded 

last fall.  It is up and growing at a time when  

drought is affecting our area.  The rye will be using 

the scarce soil moisture at a time when traditionally 

area farmers would be only thinking of planting  

small grains for forage.   Photo by Rosalie 

Brandsma.   

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.farmanddairy.com/news
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Observations on spring 

pasture.  (On the left is the 

gravelly soil which we’re 

working to improve.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The darker green spots show the response of the grass to mixed chicken bedding applied last September.  The cows 

headed straight for it. 

If you look closely you’ll see the tracks where we spread composted cow 

manure last September.  Not much quick response, as with chicken 

manure, but we’ll have to see if the slower-acting compost helps later in the 

year.   
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This is not manure, but matted hay that from the cows’ outside feeding area.  There may be 

a little urine and manure in it, but not much.  The question we’re investigating is this:  is it 

the fertilizer in the manure that is the most valuable, or the mulching effect that holds 

moisture by keeping the soil cool during hotter weather.   

The pattern of the spoiled-hay mulch is random and not a result of the other kind of 

“grass.”   With this drought-prone soil, we should be able to see the results of mulching 

already during June.   
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Photo Gallery  (orchid in window)  

 

 

“i suspect most people don't know what beauty lives on their own countertops....” 
Photo by Deb DeJong 

 


