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We affirm and attempt to: 

 Use farming methods that 
treat the earth gently.   

 
News: 

 John Stevenson, district agronomist, has 

provided us with comparative charts of 

“growing degree days.”  The 20-year average 

for Prince George is 1232 days (plus a bunch 

of numbers behind the decimal point); 

Dawson Creek =1179; Smithers = 1050.  

That explains why we have trouble growing 

corn or tomatoes outside and trouble getting 

oats to ripen some years. 

 Ever wonder what a ‘growing degree day’ is? 

Well, it’s a “heuristic unit used in 

phenology.”  Helpful, eh?  Here’s how you 

figure it out. “Growing degrees (GDs) is 

defined as the mean daily temperature 

(average of daily maximum and minimum 

temperatures) above a certain threshold base 

temperature accumulated on a daily basis 

over a period of time. Negative values are 

treated as zeroes and ignored. The base 

temperature varies among crops and the 

value is derived from the growth habits of 

each specific crop. The base temperature is 

that temperature below which plant growth is 

zero.  For example, cereal and forage crops 

show little growth or development when 

average temperatures are below 5°C.” 
 

 Jillian Merrick of Fraser-Ft. George 

Community Futures has completed a major 

study of beef production along the Highway 

16 corridor.  It has information about 

abattoirs, calving, rations, hay and pasture, 

auction and electronic sales, and on and on.  

We highly recommend it.  You can find it 

athttp://www.beyondthemarket.ca/beef-value-

chain/    If you wonder if all the facts and 

figures are precisely, exactly, and 

pedantically correct, please remember that 

sometimes people don’t respond to surveys.  

Surveys are more accurate when most people 

respond.   

 According to an old report called Crop 

Rotations for Central BC, “Soil surveys in 

this area show the organic matter content of 

the topsoil ranging from one to two percent. 

(Data from the fall of 1999 show ranges of 4 

to 15% O.M. content in Highway 16 area 

soils.)”  I wonder about the testing method in 

the earlier (1940’s) number.  On Morden 

Road, the field I tested had over 12% organic 

matter and a neighbour’s hilly field had over 

11%.  In many parts of the world organic 

matter is so low that 3-4% is an object of 

dreams.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Here are some of the types of wheat that B.V. 

residents will be trying out in test plots this 

summer:  Red Fife, Huron, Utrecht Blue, 

Superb, Osler, and Huron AAC Redwater.   

If the Utrecht Blue wheat (above) were 

lighter, it could be “Delft Blue.”  The person 

growing Huron wheat will be planting it on a 

southwest slope where it will get the 

maximum of heat.   

 The biggest wheat producer in the world in 

2010 was the European Union followed by 

China, India, USA, and the Russian 

Federation.  If you consider the EU as 

individual countries, France sometimes is #4, 

out-producing the vast Russian Federation.   

 If you know how to get rid of that irritating 

blue “bullet,” in column 1, let me know.   

http://www.facebook.com/l/2AQE4A4ev/www.beyondthemarket.ca/beef-value-chain/
http://www.facebook.com/l/2AQE4A4ev/www.beyondthemarket.ca/beef-value-chain/
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Sustainable Farming:  Ruminations 
Doug Boersema 

The word sustainable is very much 

overused by politicians today and not 

always correctly. 

      In agriculture it should mean to keep the 

soil as it was, while removing crops, with-

out causing a depletion or even creating a 

surplus of minerals or organic matter. That 

is just about impossible to do. 

     Organic and regenerative farming would 

be adding to most soils even to  the point 

that it was  at the time of  natural grassland 

or the soil of a hundred  year old deciduous 

forest (when trying to produce food crops) 

or coniferous forest when trying to produce 

a new stand of wood or increased water 

holding ability  or wildlife habitat. 

 

     So conventional farmers may think they 

are sustainable as they want to continue 

producing food and make money, but they 

are radically changing the soil and its bio-

diversity from where the soil was a couple 

of generations before. 
 

 

 One good way to better understand soil 

chemistry, especially the role of calcium 

would be to review past soil tests.  If you 

have applied calcium (lime) and have tests 

that show results, please send them to John 

Stevenson, district agronomist.   

 Did you know that the provincial magazine 

called BeesCene  is edited in the Bulkley 

Valley by Heather Sosnowski?  She and her 

partner, Ian Bissonnette, are the owners of 

Heather Meadows Honey Farm.  Isn’t that 

business name a wonderful double entendre 

(double meaning)?  Below are some of 

Heather’s thoughts about wild  bees. 
 

***** 
Native Bees:  Helpful, Valuable, and 

necessary Parts of Agriculture 

 Earlier in March the Bulkley Valley 

Naturalists hosted a talk on native bees, and 

rumour is that a similar talk will be held in April 

– contact the BVRC for details. 

 Interest in all things “bee” has risen 

dramatically over the past few years which is a 

promising trend, as our pollinators are essential 

to a healthy environment. 

 In BC we have over 400 species of native 

bee. We see some of them but most are 

unnoticed and are perhaps not well understood. 

Seventy percent of them are ground nesters (they 

excavate small holes in the earth), while thirty 

percent live in trees or other plants. For native 

bees, undisturbed areas where they can build 

their nests allow them to survive and 

reproduce. 
 It has been shown that leaving sections of 

land in and around farms “natural” can enhance 

native bee populations; this in turn can enhance 

the productivity of “working” land on the farm 

because more pollinators are present. 

 Diversity of food sources is essential to 

bee health – in fact it has also been shown that 

native pollinators eschew monoculture crops in 

favour of a more varied landscape. 

  

 Hay for Sale --about 300 acres of good wild hay, 

in the vicinity of LaCroix’s and Farrow’s. Apply 

Dorsey & Flynn.     This is from the Interior 

News, July 22, 1920.  Rayner Oosterhoff is 

NOT selling wild hay! 
 

 
Sunflowers, whether the old or new varieties, are heaven for 

bumblebees.  Note the pollen “all over the bod.” 


