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Foundation:  We are stewards, not 
owners, of the land we farm.  We are 
accountable for the way our land use 
affects the environment which 
includes land, water, air, plants, 
animals, and human beings.    

 

News and Views:   
 A recent on-line article about farming in 

Russia says that in 2011, 51% of 

Russia's food was grown either by dacha 

communities (40%) . . . or peasant 

farmers (11%) leaving the rest (49%) of 

production to the large agricultural 

enterprises. But when you dig down into 

the earthy data from the  Russian 

Statistics Service you discover some 

impressive details. Again in 2011, dacha 

gardens produced over 80% of the 

countries [sic] fruit and berries, over 

66% of the vegetables, almost 80% of 

the potatoes and nearly 50% of the 

nation’s milk, much of it consumed 

raw.”   
Comment:   I wouldn’t know how to confirm 
this information.  Perhaps one of our 
readers can check it out.  What is 
interesting to me is that it appears that 
farming has not changed that much with 
change in government:  from monster 
collective farms to monster capitalist farms.   

 

 We have been investigating sources of 

rock phosphate.  It has to come from a 

long way away if we can get it at all.  

Most of the phosphorus that comes in 

our blends is highly soluble.  Rock 

phosphate is a slow release product 

which also contains some trace minerals 

and often significant amounts of 

calcium.  It is a product that one would 

apply every four years or so, maybe less.  

We’ll probably write more about rock 

phosphate in upcoming issues. 

 One of our readers commented on our 

article about yellow sweet clover.  He 

points out the following websites which 

describe the serious problems sweet 

clover is causing in the Yukon where it 

is a new plant, an invasive: 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/sweet-

clover-invades-yukon-roadsides-1.1086802  

http://www.yukoninvasives.com/pdf_docs/F

actsheet%20Sweetclover2f.pdf   

 

 If root maggots make growing brassicas 

(cauliflower, broccoli, cabbage, brussel 

sprouts) difficult or impossible without 

the use of pretty strong chemicals, here 

is what Eliot Coleman says:  “I find that 

all four of these crops grow vigorously 

and are free of root maggot damage if 

they are grown after a leguminous green 

manure crop.”  Coleman also writes 

about using tilled-under fall leaves as 

helping control root maggots in the next 

crop.  He adds, “In lieu of leaves use 

alfalfa meal as a fertilizer.”   Source:  The 

New Organic Grower, ISBN 0-930031-75-

X, available from Chelsea Green Publishing 

or the Smithers Public Library. 

 Serena Black of Northern Grown 

Consulting has been working on some 

basic soil tests to help establish a 

baseline of information for our farmers.  

She will be returning in August do more 

testing.  This work arose under the 

inspiration of UNBC with the co-

operation and encouragement of our 

local agricultural office (John Stevenson, 

agrologist), the Smithers Farmers’ 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/sweet-clover-invades-yukon-roadsides-1.1086802
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/sweet-clover-invades-yukon-roadsides-1.1086802
http://www.yukoninvasives.com/pdf_docs/Factsheet%20Sweetclover2f.pdf
http://www.yukoninvasives.com/pdf_docs/Factsheet%20Sweetclover2f.pdf
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Institute and an an hoc committee of 

local farmers.   
 We grew Hakurei turnips for the first 

time this year, thinking (naively) that 

we’d be the first in the area to do so.  

Jonathan Knight had them at the 

Farmers’ Market in Smithers before ours 

were ready to eat.  They will become 

part of 

our 

garden 

from 

now 

on.   In 

our 

garden 

we 

grew 

them 

under a 

fabric cover which gave some early 

insulation and—more importantly—kept 

little nasties from their burrowing fun.  

We didn’t roast or pickle them, but ate 

them raw every day until they were 

gone.   

 Because we live in a frost pocket (low 

temperatures similar to Burns Lake) we 

grow our beans in the greenhouse, but 

never had as much success as this year 

with Fortrex pole beans from Johnny’s 

Selected Seeds.  Here’s what Johnny’s 

catalogue says about them:  “Growing to 

over 11", Fortex produces extra-long, 

round pods. Early and very productive, 

the beans may be picked at 7" in length 

for extra slender, "filet" beans. Dark 

green, firm-textured pods are completely 

stringless and delicious at all lengths, 

even after the seeds enlarge.”  We’ve 

found this description accurate.   

 The following advertisement (retyped 

for simulation) appeared in the Eugene 

(Oregon) Register-Guard on May 14, 

1953.  One hundred pounds cost about 

$3.95. 

 

 

 

 
 
  
  
 
  
   
   
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Dairyman: 

IMPROVE YOUR PASTURES 

. . . NOW WITH EFFICIENT 

CALCIUM NITRATE 

 

Efficient Nitrate Nitrogen. . . 
It’s nitrogen in nitrate form that 

your pasture grasses need and use 

to promote lush feed for your cattle.  

NORWEGIAN CALCIUM 

NITRATE supplies nitrogen in this 

efficient nitrate form.  VIKING 

SHIP BRAND CALCIUM 

NITRATE is efficient because there 

is no delay in the upper few inches 

of soil while the nitrogen is slowly 

converted by soil bacteria. 

 

Improved Soil Structure. . .  
In addition to efficient nitrate 

nitrogen, NORWEGIAN 

CALCIUMN NITRATE supplies 

20% water-soluble active calcium, 

which improves soil structure and 

leaves no harmful acid residue in 

your soil. 

 

Easy Application. . .  
VIKING SHIP BRAND CALCIUM 

NITRATE is easily applied by any 

of the usual application methods—

broadcasted, drilled or applied 

through your overhead sprinkling 

system.  

For these plus values, which means 

increased pasture production and 

improved soil conditions, use 

VIKING SHIP BRAND CALCIUM 

NITRATE.  

 

See your fertilizer dealer. . . 

TODAY! 

Wilson & Geo. Meyer & Co. 
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Dairy Farming on a Thousand Hills 
 

Think of dairy farming and you may 

imagine the flatlands of The Netherlands or 

the Fraser Valley.  Although it carries the 

name, the Bulkley Valley is characterized 

more by slopes, hills, ridges, bumps, and 

mountains than the occasional level field.   

“Thousand Hills Dairy,” operated by Ed  

and Brenda Ewald in the Driftwood area 

north of Highway 16 and the Telkwa High 

Road, reflects the landscape, but also the 

faith-grounding of the Ewalds.   Ed explains:  

The farm name refers to a Biblical psalm in 

which God says, “For all the animals of the 

forest are mine, and I own the cattle on a 

thousand hills,” so Ed gets to care for a few 

of God’s cows.  

   Ed Ewald worked on dairy farms for years 

before the Ewalds were able to enter the 

dairy community with their own herd 

through a quota-building program which 

enables people to enter the restricted market.  

While many farmers inherit/buy-out a farm 

and land from relatives the Ewalds used a 

different method.  When their employer left 

the dairy industry, they worked out a way to 

rent the now-vacant buildings and a portion 

of land without the major expense of buying 

farmland and buildings themselves.   

   Ed’s cows are mostly Frisian-Holsteins 

with one cross-bred Brown-Swiss.   

 

Most of his heifers and cows are bred 

through artificial insemination with some 

use of a beef bull from time to time.  Herd 

health has generally been good with low 

somatic (bacteria) counts.  The cows get 

their grain ration, pasture, hay or haylage, 

plus sodium bicarbonate and loose minerals 

fed free choice.  Like most dairy herds in 

this region, Ed’s herd is checked by a 

visiting veterinarian who flies into the 

region to do routine “whole herd health” 

inspections and offers advice and help with 

individual cases.    

   Ed buys most of his hay, although he does 

harvest a small number of round bales from 

his own deeded land.  During the summer he 

relies on pasture.  Ed has begun experiment-

ing with paddocks and has been able to 

isolate one part of his large pasture for hay 

production.   

   Asked about his favourite parts of farming 

Ed mentions these:  

 getting the cows in the morning; 

 listening and watching them chew 

cud; 

 observing the creation and all the 

creatures; 

 being able to farm without feeling 

the need build an empire.   

   

Boss Cow:  Ewald's herd-leader is part-Brown Swiss.  
Together with the majority Frisian/Holsteins, this pretty 
well reflects the cultural background of area dairy 
farmers.   (Now for an English milking shorthorn. . . .) 
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 Perhaps the single impression we received 

on the visit to “Thousand Hill Dairy” was 

that of peace.    Perhaps it was the cooler 

weather, but the cows appeared content, the 

farm content, the Ewalds content with 

farming, the land a bit impatient for more 

rain, but generally at ease with itself.   

   Without being too romantic or naïve about 

predator problems, Ed did tell us about a 

time during a previous summer when he 

called in a pack of wolves.  The pups walked 

through the herd of cows towards Ed with 

the Wolf-Mom watching, until the cows 

became curious and chased the wolf pups to 

the fence line.   

   This anecdote reminded us of another part 

from the Bible:  

    “The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

    the leopard will lie down with the goat,  

    the calf and the lion and yearling together,  

 and a little child will lead them.” 

 

   He’s no little child, but Ed Ewald, dairy 

farmer and lover of nature, provides 

necessities for his family and the wider 

community. . . and finds time to consort—if 

not dance—with wolves.     
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Art feature: 

 

 
 

 
 

  Can you identify this “abstract art”?  It shouldn’t be too hard.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


