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News and Views: 
 An editorial comment appears in the 

form of questions on the last page of 

this newsletter.  

 If you are looking for a pole bean to 

grow in your greenhouse, try 

Fortrex (available from West Coast 

Seeds, Johnny’s Selected Seeds, and 

probably others).  The beans are 

long, tender, and quite early.   

 Growing Forward indeed!  

Sponsored by The Permaculture 

Farm Festival Club, individuals and 

local groups, and the Growing 

Forward 2 program, “The Hazelton 

Farm School,” an exciting 

agricultural initiative, was held on 

August 8-10 at The Meeting Place, 

the Bulkley Canyon Ranch, and the 

Senden Agricultural Centre in Hazelton. 

Organized and led by Laurie Gallant of 

Hazelton Hops, the school equipped and 

informed an upcoming generation--as 

well as more experienced farmers--about 

topics as diverse as soils,  

 

 

 

climate, grain growing, business and farm 

insurance matters, agritourism, pasturing 

livestock, . . .  and lots more.  

 

 

 

 One of the interns serving at Hazelton Hops visited Eskerhazy Farm while we were putting in 

a new paddock for out cows so we took a few photos that show how easy it can be done. 

Elías Escobar, from Medicine 

Hat, Alberta, has a bachelor’s 

degree in psychology from the 

University of Lethbridge, is a 

reservist in the Canadian Armed 

Forces, and is interested in 

learning more about sustainable 

food production.  His interest has 

been piqued by the writings of 

permaculturists (Bill Molliston, 

e.g.,), and by Joel Salatin and 

Allan Savory (holistic 

management).   

 

Photo at left:  Gathering materials 
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Unrolling wire  

Installing a self-threading insulator 1 

Installing step-in posts  Walrus mentor 



3 
     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2017 

 

 

An easy knot.  1. Thread it through opening.  2. Begin a half hitch.  3.  Make a loop (before 

Velcro some of us used to tie our shoes this way).  4.  Pull it tight.  Pull “tag” for quick release.   
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Photo Feature  (third in a 

series):   

Young Agrarians 

Encourage Young 

People to Learn about 

Agriculture by 

Working on Local 

Farms 

  

 

 

Some months ago many of us received a notice about a program that would 

encourage youth employment and farm education by sponsoring university-age 

young people with wages for summer farm work.  This program, titled 

the Young Agrarian Youth Employment Program, is led by 

Groundbreakers Agricultural Association, and organized by Ally Dick. 

This program is sponsored by federal funding, the Regional District of 

Bulkley Nechako, Northern Health, the Smithers Farmers’ Institute and 

the Bulkley Valley Credit Union as well as local businesses and 

individuals.   

  The program aims to introduce young people to many different 

aspects of and types of agriculture, from vegetables to livestock, 

machinery to fertilizers, food production and distribution, wildlife and 

herbalism. 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wood Grain Farm 

Milling rye at Wood 

Grain Farm. 

Jonathan Knight and Janay Ma hand milking Hazel, the resident 

cow at Wood Grain Farm in the Kispiox Valley. 

Janay Ma helping serve food at the Field to 

Table Dinner which celebrates the 25th 

anniversary of the Farmers’ Market. 
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We harvested garlic and helped hang it to 

dry at Wood Grain Farm.  

 
An afternoon at the Senden Agricultural Project in Hazelton. 

Have you heard of the children’s book, Where’s Waldo?    We call this one Finding Rebecca (Huxtable)?  This is in 

the squash plot at High Slope Acres.    

Sharing the patch with Rebecca is this 

fellow, but he’s not in the larger photo.  
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Reflection:  “People from a planet without flowers would think we must be mad 

with joy the whole time to have such things about us.”    --Iris Murdoch (1919-99).  

Thanks to Ken Alton for providing this quotation.   

 

 

  

Phacelia humming with bees, both domestic and native 

pollinators.  On right is crimson clover about to bloom.   

An informal garden in the romantic tradition.  

Canterbury bells (forground) a few annual 

marigolds, columbines.  Other plants, not all 

visible, include red yarrow, red peony, Amur 

maple, variegated ninebark, a “hospital tree” (the 

crabapple at back grown from seed scavenged 

from the B.V. District Hospital yard).   

Theresa Bugnet in a rose hedge.  

We got these at a bulk price from 

Boughen Nurseries.   
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Editor’s questions:  One thing that 

has been on my mind for quite a long 

time is the lack of indigenous people’s 

involvement in our regional 

agricultural programs and planning.  

On the left you will see how The 

Rodale Institute is working with 

indigenous veterans of the armed 

forces to work towards local food 

security, the provision of healthy food, 

and a connection to the traditional 

food system of the Ho-Chunk nation.    

Here are few questions and comments  

that crossed my mind after reading 

about the Rodale Institute program.  

As always, we’d be glad to hear from 

you on this topic.   

1.  When programs like Growing 

Forward 2 (federal/provincial system 

of encouraging agriculture through 

grants) was being negotiated, were 

First Nations “at the table”? 

2.  When talking about local food 

security, have we considered what we 

can learn from the Wet’suet’en and 

Gitxsan nations? 

3.  We are happy that the B.C. 

Ministry of Health, through its food 

security program, offers help to local 

groups, First Nations and others.   

4.  Is there an indigenous presence on 

the Regional District of Bulkley-

Nechako Agriculture Committee?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 Article reproduced with permission. 
 For more information, see 
(http://fightitwithfarming.org/farmer-crisis/)
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