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Foundation:  We are stewards, not 
owners, of the land we farm.  We are 
accountable for the way our land use 
affects the environment which 
includes land, water, air, plants, 
animals, and human beings.    

 

 

Editorial:  Fill Out the Surveys 

   I suppose I am as likely to disparage 

bureaucrats and “the government” as the 

next person.  Recently, however, I was given 

a reminder that making generalizations is a 

risky business:  often inaccurate and unfair.   

 I filled out a survey for a review of 

agricultural waste regulations.  Thinking that 

my comment would be lost in the pile of 

input from large groups (Cattlemen, Poultry 

Associations, etc.), I didn’t expect much.  

Imagine my surprise, however, to find that 

my exact words were quoted in a summary 

of input. I wrote about a pretty simple 

subject:  recycling the plastic involved in 

baling and making haylage.   

 
Here is the exact comment I sent in to the 

Agricultural Waste Control Regulation 

Review Consultation.   

 

 “I think that an agricultural waste policy 

should include provisions for recycling of 

silage/haylage wrap, plastic twine, and the 

woven plastic bags called variously mini-

totes, totes, mini-bags, etc.—as far as I can 

tell from my investigations, they are not 

covered in the recycling policy so far and I 

know of no recycling centre that will handle 

them—they are simply going into landfills.”   

 

As I said, this paragraph was quoted 

directly.  Although I am not sure that the 

regulations will change (I expect not right 

away), I did find out that people really read 

what I wrote.  You can find the information 

at 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/enviro

nment/waste-management/industrial-

waste/agriculture .    
 

Interestingly, you will see just below this 

paragraph that about 50 responses were 

received.  From a whole province?  Of 

course some groups wrote in representing 

many members, but individual responses 

like mine were also read and considered.  I 

wonder what would happen if every person 

in the Bulkley Valley who makes haylage or 

buys it would have written about recycling 

the plastic?  I now know for a fact that at 

least this one review process would have 

read and considered each response.   

 

1.3  Description of responses received  

Close to fifty detailed responses to the 

intentions paper were received (by e-mail 

and attached file) and have been recorded 

for this summary of stakeholder comments.  

The responses included submissions from six 

provincial agricultural associations or 

councils; federal, local and regional 

government; several regional health 

authorities and medical health officers; as 

well as community interest groups, 

individual farmers and other individuals.   

 

I have been encouraged by this experience 

to be less negative and more positive about 

giving my input.  (Late note:  When you see 

the advertisement for an event at Round 

Lake Hall below, you will see that “your 

input” is wanted.  Why not attend and give 

your input in a polite manner?  Why not also 

write to the appropriate agency in Victoria?   

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/industrial-waste/agriculture
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/industrial-waste/agriculture
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/industrial-waste/agriculture
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The Skeena Regional Elk Committee 
has organized a conference for  

December 5th, 2015 
Round Lake Hall 

1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 

It will feature information and 
sharing time on these topics: 

 An update on elk issues 

 Information about signing up 
for the Agriculture Wildlife 
Program (to help you receive 
compensation for wildlife 
damage to crops) 

 Forage production and storage 
 

Please attend; your input is desired 
and important.   
 
For more information, please contact 
Linda Dykens at 250-845-3013 or  
lindadykens@xplornet.com 

 We have no way to confirm this story (it 

doesn’t seem to be a hoax):  You may 

check it out yourself.   
 "New findings from Stanford 

researchers, in collaboration with 

researchers in China, found that 

mealworms can subsist on a diet of 

Styrofoam and other forms of 

polystyrene."  

http://fusion.net/story/206581/mealworm

s-recycle-styrofoam/  or 

http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.e

st.5b02661  

 
 

 

More on Preparing Your 

Soil for Winter (and the next 

summer) 

 by Daryl and Dina Hanson 

 

1. Each fall we plant a mixture of oats and 

buckwheat, in the part of the garden that 

will be fallow the following growing 

season (this as part of our crop rotation).  

In early summer, I scythe the plants to 

use as mulch between garden rows for 

moisture retention, weed control and soil 

amendment.  The roots are hand-dug 

under by shovel and a second seeding of 

oats and buckwheat is then cast.  This is 

scythed and dug under in September, 

when the cycle starts over again. 

2. We know that farmers and ranchers also 

use fall rye, but this should come with a 

caution.  Rye is allelopathic as it has a 

toxin that will suppress growth of 

neighboring plants, so plant it in the 

spring, as a fallow crop, with caution.  

Small seeded vegetables such as carrots 

may be sensitive to the inhibitory 

chemicals and will either die or not 

thrive. Larger seeded crops, legumes and 

transplanted crops like tomatoes are not 

affected by the tilled-under rye. West 

Coast Seeds recommends waiting at 

least 2 weeks after tilling-under rye in 

the spring, before planting vegetable 

crops, particularly those with small 

seeds.  For more information, see 

Dalhousie University's Organic 

Agriculture Center of Canada website.  

You may know that we had personal 

experience with this!  

http://fusion.net/story/206581/mealworms-recycle-styrofoam/
http://fusion.net/story/206581/mealworms-recycle-styrofoam/
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.est.5b02661
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/acs.est.5b02661
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 Mel Coulson of Quick sent us this 

reflection about soil and its caretaker. 

“This,” notes Mel, “was written over a 

hundred years ago by American editor 

and critic Charles Dudley Warner.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From the American poet, Ogden Nash: 

"Here comes the wapiti. Hippity-

hoppity."  

 

 If anyone has experience grazing forage 

brassicas (radish, turnips, kale, turnips, 

etc., please send us a note about your 

experiences.  We know that John 

Vincent of Quick has some experience, 

but he has moved away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 © Photo below by Mark Goche, Wyoming Game & Fish, used with permission. 

Write your own caption. 

Quote of the month: 
“There is life in the 

ground, it goes into the 

seeds, and when it is 

stirred it goes into the one 

who stirs it”. 
 

http://gf.state.wy.us/

