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Just Farmers:  an informal agricultural newsletter 

Vol. I, No. 2, February 15, 2014 
 

Goals: 
1. Encouraging and supporting the 

agricultural community.  This includes 

sponsoring educational activities, local 

farm tours, etc. 

2. Providing healthy, locally-produced food 

for humans and animals.   

3. Providing a voice for those often ignored 

by agribusiness. 

4. Enriching discussion of local community 

plans. 

5. Encouraging a healthy rural lifestyle in 

sustainable agriculture and being 

accessible to beginning- and lower-

income farmers. 
 

News: 
 Just above this sentence is a section called 

“Goals.”  We will include similar sections 

with the first few issues to explain our 

editorial stance.  Although deeply held, they 

are not inscribed on tablets of stone.  Feel 

free to comment.   

 

 Recently the Bulkley Valley has benefitted 

from a number of workshops.  Last issue we 

mentioned the grain-growing workshop.  

We’ve also had a root cellaring workshop, a 

marketing workshop, a meat grading and 

abattoir-related workshop, and an open house 

for the Bulkley-Nechako Regional District’s 

Smithers/Telkwa Rural Official Community 

Plan (isn’t that a mouthful?).  On page 2 of 

this newsletter you’ll see a suggested 

introduction that attempts to humanize the 

plan by means of fictitious, but represent- 

tative rural life families. 
 

 Local historian Doug Boersema provided us 

with this historical perspective on 

commodity prices from the April 1 (no 

fooling), 1925, edition of the Interior  News..  

“An acute shortage of locally grown produce 

is reported by dealers.  It is practically 

impossible to acquire local wheat, oats and 

carrots.  Dealers offer $3.50 for a sack of 

wheat, $2.25 for oats, and $3.50 for carrots.  

Hay is also limited with $25.00 per ton 

quoted.”  Apparently locally-produced 

arugula and quinoa were widely available.   

 

 Our Lieutenant General, the Honourable 

Judith Guichon, spoke the following 

encouraging words about ranching, children, 

and stewardship:  “As Lieutenant Governor I 

hope that as I travel this great province I can 

perhaps help to focus a light upon the role 

that ranchers, and all people of the land, 

providing many services besides just food.  

Our children need to understand the great 

resources we have under our feet and the 

importance of protecting them so that we can 

continue to, as ranchers say, ‘turn sunshine 

into high quality protein,’ so that we can 

continue to value the beauty that is British 

Columbia; and so that we can protect our 

bounty for future generations.  By keeping 

our natural environment, grasslands, forests, 

farms and the soil itself intact, stewards of 

the land provide services and benefits far 

beyond the simple production of food.”  

[Apparently this speech was not copyrighted.] 

 
 

 
Green grass in January on Dieleman farm.  Photo by John 

Stevenson.  Hand by Curt Gesch. 
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Life in the  Smithers/Telkwa  
Rural Area 

Ed. Note:  Community plans are about people, 
their choices, their values, their daily lives.  
We’d like to introduce you to the sort of people 
who live in the Smithers/Telkwa rural area.  
Although the names are fictional, the people 
you will meet are very real, both to themselves 
and their communities.   

 
 Harold and Mary have lived in Driftwood 

for many years.   Their parents were a farming 

family and they still live on part of the original 

farm acreage.  Mary works in Smithers and 

Harold in the forest industry.  Both still value 

their garden, the views, and the occasional 

gathering at the Driftwood Hall.  As they look 

forward to retirement, they wonder if it is 

possible for them to continue living in a rural 

area when they become less mobile. 

 

 Sarina and Randall moved to the Bulkley 

Valley during the Vietnam era.  They tried 

homesteading in the 2 X 4 and 6 mil plastic days, 

but eventually became more traditional home-

owners.  They continue to value their small 

property with its forest and fields.   

 

 Rex and his partner, Rose, moved just 

recently to the Bulkley Valley.  They managed to 

scrape together enough money for a small farm 

where they raise vegetables for sale at the 

farmers’ market and sell eggs and lamb from 

their own land.  They are very dedicated to a 

rural life-style, play in various musical groups, 

and are strong supporters of the local school.  

Rex has a job “in town” while Rose works out of 

the family home.  

 

 Sue and her husband, Grant, live in a 

trailer on a property owned by a farmer.  They 

are well-educated and consider themselves 

alternative thinkers.  They home-school their 

children and join many community 

organizations.  They wish they could find a way 

to own rural property, but the choices are limited 

and the prices prohibitive.  

 

 Sarah is a retired lady living with her 

children on their rural property.  She is 

physically active, and frequently hikes or does 

cross-country skiing in season.  She helps out in 

organizing events and maintaining the 

community hall at Round Lake.   

 

 John is a mechanic, logger, trucker, and 

do-everything guy.  He has built a new shop for 

servicing the many pieces of “iron” that he has 

accumulated.  From time to time, he gets a 

contract that involves hiring other workers.  He 

worries that some “tree-hugger” will make it 

impossible for him to continue his work at home 

because it involves welding, uses solvents and 

petroleum projects.  

 

 Aaron just loves ranching.  He and his 

girlfriend are planning on buying the family 

lands and expanding the beef operation.  He 

would like to explore establishing a feedlot if the 

markets continue strong.   

 

 Roberta, Raymond, and Raylene are 

children living with their parents in Evelyn.  

They love inviting their school friends to stay 

overnight to experience life “in the boonies.”  

They enjoy trying to hit grouse with their 

slingshots, doing jumps with their mountain 

bikes, and making forts in the forest.  They hope 

they will be able to live on a farm or in the forest 

one day because they find life their so much fun.  

 

 

 
Cows on Lawson Road (Wittwers?)  

 


