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We Affirm (and attempt to): 
 Use inputs that either hold 

to or approach the principles 
of organic farming.   This means 

that we are aware that some of the 
products we use to increase our crops 
have deleterious effects on water, air, 
soil, and other creatures, including 
humans.   (see item immediately 
below). 

  

News and Views: 
 Many of us know that pollution has 

caused a “dead zone” of fish life at the 

mouth of the Mississippi River.  A 

great deal of the nitrogen and 

phosphorus and nitrogen that cause 

this dead zone come—not from 

industry—from run-off of fertilizers 

via agriculture, lawns, and golf 

courses.  The Des Moines Register in 

Iowa [corn country] reports that the 

Des Moines Water Works is suing 

farming districts for polluting the 

drinking water that the city gets from 

the Raccoon River.     The nitrate 

levels were nearly “four times the 

amount the federal government says is 

safe for drinking water,” say the 

Register, and that “infants younger 

than 6 months are particularly at risk.” 

 

  “The Smithers Farmers' Institute is 

planning an agriculture conference for 

February 20 & 21.”  A finalized 

agenda is being widely advertised by 

Megan D’Arcy for the SFI, including 

feed stores, internet, Facebook, etc.  

Be sure to reserve these days.  The 

selection of workshop topics is wide 

and the presenters expert.  Don’t miss 

it.     

 If you’re interested in having an 

apprentice on your farm or on being an 

apprentice, please check out  

Stewards of Irreplaceable 

Lands…or 
www.soilapprenticeships.com 
 

SOIL links Canadian farmers willing 

to take on and train apprentices with 

folks wanting to work and learn on an 

organic farm using sustainable 

practices. We aim to create 

apprenticeships which transfer lasting 

knowledge to both the farmer and the 

apprentice. Established in 1989 as a 

non-profit organization, our goals are: 

 

 To encourage the growth of 

sustainable agriculture. 

 

 To expose potential apprentices 

to a rural lifestyle. For those 

with little or no farming 

experience an apprenticeship 

can offer a valuable hands on 

learning environment in which 

to acquire the basic skills or 

even provide the basis for an 

agricultural career. 

 

 To assist the farmer with the 

necessary support required to 

successfully run their organic 

operation. The farmers and 

farm community can also 

benefit greatly from the influx 

of new ideas, energy and 

enthusiasm of apprentices. 

 

http://www.soilapprenticeships.com/
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 Quote of the month:  “The poetry 

of the pasture is no less than that of the 

forest.  What loveliness!  What shades 

of colour all blending to form an even 

more magnificent picture where 

rational grazing is applied.  The 

different paddocks, at different stages 

of re-growth, are not all of the same 

hue.  Moreover, in a well-managed 

system the paddocks are not grazed in 

the same order as they stand, and so 

the colour tones, like reflections on the 

sea, do not gradually and uniformly 

diminish in intensity.  Between two 

dark greens one glimpses a paddock 

lighter in colour, like the depth of a 

wave.  A part where the grass has 

already begun to flower takes on an 

undulating, wavy aspect.  What 

enchantment a pasture grazed in this 

way offesr to the eye!  
Source:  André Voisin, Grass Productivity 

 

 “After two years of intensive work, 

2015 has been declared the 

International Year of Soils by the 68th 

UN General Assembly 

(A/RES/68/232). The IYS aims to be a 

platform for raising awareness of the 

importance of soils for food security 

and essential eco-system functions.” 

 On February 12, the Bulkley Valley 

Naturalists invited the public to a 

viewing of Symphony of Soil.  The 

website describes the movie this way:  

“Drawing from ancient knowledge and 

cutting edge science, Symphony of the 

Soil is an artistic exploration of the 

miraculous substance soil. By 

understanding the elaborate 

relationships and mutuality between 

soil, water, the atmosphere, plants and 

animals, we come to appreciate the 

complex and dynamic nature of this 

precious resource. The film also 

examines our human relationship with 

soil, the use and misuse of soil in 

agriculture, deforestation and 

development, and the latest scientific 

research on soil’s key role in 

ameliorating the most challenging 

environmental issues of our time.”  If 

you missed this showing, you can 

easily rent or buy the movie in DVD 

form; just type in the title on your 

computer search engine.   

History Corner 

Speech before the House of Commons, 

March 7, 1911, by the Prime Minister, Sir 

Wilfrid Laurier  (first of two parts) 

   “Our policy has been, is and will be, so 

long as the Canadian people continue to 

place in us the confidence they have 

shown us during 15 years and that policy 

is to seek markets wherever markets are to 

be found. We are above all an agricultural 

people, our chief wealth is the growth of 

these products of the temperate zone, 

fruits, cereals and vegetables, and it is our 

boast  --  not an idle boast, but a boast 

founded on actual experience  --  that in 

cereals, vegetables and fruits we can, 

without exaggeration, beat the world. 

At the northern extremity of the temperate 

zone, our cereals have more strength, our 

fruit has better flavour, our vegetables 

have more delicacy than similar 

productions from other parts of the world 

and under free competition, not barred in 

any way by tariff legislation, they will 

displace all other products on the tables of 

the wealthy. Our object today is to open 

the door of the American market, to open 

the door of a nation of 90,000,000, which 

has been closed to us for the last 50 years, 

and when we are now on the eve of 

reaching that long sought goal, we are met 

by objection after objection, we are 

deluged by a plethora of sophistry, we are 
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told that if such an arrangement is to go 

into effect and Canadian vegetables, 

cereals and fruits, can cross the boundary 

line and be eaten free of duty by the 

American people it will be all over with 

the Canadian confederation, and even the 

British Empire will reel and rock upon its 

foundations.” 

[I guess Mr. Mulroney wasn’t the first to 
promote free trade.] 

 

 The article about UBC’s Centre for 

Sustainable Food Systems  (below) is 

reprinted with the permission of 

Shannon Lambie, editor. 

 

UBC Farm receives $1M from Real Estate Foundation of BC 
On January 28, 2015  

 

Dave Semmelink 

 Local farming has been given a boost thanks to a $1 million investment from the Real Estate 

Foundation of British Columbia (REFBC) in support of the Centre for Sustainable Food Systems 

(CSFS) at the UBC Farm; where the next generation of farmers is being cultivated. 

The grant, part of UBC’s start an evolution campaign, signifies the largest ever made by REFBC 

and marks a joint 10-year partnership between REFBC and CSFS. 

The funding will support land policy research and experiments to improve yields and test new 

crops at the farm. It will also expand both Aboriginal and children’s programming, and invest in 

a proposed new eco-friendly facility that will increase the number of courses and students taught 

on-site. 

http://www.refbc.com/
http://ubcfarm.ubc.ca/
https://startanevolution.ubc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Dave-Semmelink-844x370.jpg
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The number of students trained in the UBC Farm Practicum in Sustainable Agriculture each year 

will now also grow from 12 to 24. 

Faced with an aging farming population and costly acreage, the hands-on 8-month long program 

is a way for young or inexperienced people to engage in small-scale farming and learn about the 

farm-to-table business. 

“This program made me realize that farming is a viable career choice, and I can actually do this,” 

said Dave Semmelink, a UBC conservation student who recently completed the training program 

and has now launched his own organic mixed-livestock business, Lentelus Organics. 

Semmelink credits the program for helping him to make business connections to find land to 

farm on, leasing 6 acres of a 25-acre property in Comox Valley. 

Jack Wong, REFBC’s CEO, said the foundation is committed to local, sustainable food systems 

with a focus to advance progressive agricultural land use policies and practices. 

“This grant will expand UBC Farm’s unique capacity as a demonstration site for community-

based research and education – work that aligns with the Foundation’s goal to build healthier, 

more resilient communities.” 

- See more at: https://startanevolution.ubc.ca/news/ubc-farm-receives-1m-real-estate-foundation-

bc/#sthash.iCZuDMk0.dpu

 

Photos from the Quick 4-H Meeting 
February 6, 2015  at Round Lake Hall

We finagled an invitation to the Quick 4-H annual meeting at the Round Lake Hall and were 

delighted by the evening’s events.  The younger folks played a few games, the tiny children ran 

around, the adults drank coffee and did a good job of schmoozing and sitting on chairs.   We 

watched as the 4-H-ers reviewed the last year, elected officers and planned for the future.  One of 

the plans that impressed us is the club’s desire to host a seniors’ tea in which their commitment 

to the community means showing respect and appreciation for the seniors.  We heartily 

recommend 4-H clubs as a means of personal and communal growth.  

Not every member will become a 

farmer, but no doubt they all will 

understand the food system better, the 

place of public speaking, and civic pride 

and responsibility.   

 

 

 

Tony and Manfred prepare for the 
meeting 

Steve giving orders, as usual!  
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Paula with Myla as she prepares to chair call 
the meeting to order. 

What colour was that again?   We’ve hear of Pink Floyd, but Pink Wayne? 
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Tre and Caleb in their new job.  

 
 

 
You.  Watch out or I’ll I nominate you!  Elize speaks with authority. 
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Nadon and Seth prepare to take over. 

The board of directors.  Megan holding paper. 

Tanya and Nicole:  veterans (and excellent speakers.) 

 
(All the good photos were taken by Tanya.  The others, well. . .  sorry.) 
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The future.  

  “I think I’ll give a demonstration and then a speech and maybe introduce a new competition for the Fall Fair featuring aurochs, 
gaurs, koupreys, water buffalo,  and yaks.”     

“ Hmmm.  “I’m still thinking about those speeches.  They sound pretty scary, but if my mom could do them, maybe I can, too.  
Maybe I’ll speak about the adventure of growing up in Quick as preparation for life in primitive regions.  Mom could help me with 

examples.” 
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Art feature:   from the students of the late Gerry Dykstra. 

 


