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We Affirm (and attempt to): 

 Practice good soil-care.  We 
think of the soil as an 
organism and work to feed 
our soil as a complex web of 
life, not as mine for crops. 

We are very happy that we are receiving 
help with soil-care from University of 
Northern British Columbia staff Scott 
Green and Selena Black.   Here’s what 
they say about our soils:  “Generally, the 
soils in the region have developed under 
woodland vegetation and therefore have 
low humus content and nitrogen levels. . . 
Producers in the region have struggled 
with finding economically sustainable 
management practices for soils, due to 
increased inputs and decrease in fertilizer 
efficiency.”  Here is another statement 
from their project description that applies 
to soil-care:  “. . . [E]nhancing the soil 
traits and associated management 
practices that would give producers 
without irrigation a substantial buffer 
against the extreme dry conditions (e.g. 
increased organic matter and water 
holding capacity) has been identified as a 
critical need by many producers in the 
region following last summer’s drought.” 

 
  

News and Views: 
  “The Smithers Farmers' Institute is 

planning an agriculture conference for 

February 20 & 21.”  A finalized 

agenda is being widely advertised by 

Megan D’Arcy for the SFI, including 

feed stores, internet, Facebook, etc.  

Be sure to reserve these days.  The 

selection of workshop topics is wide 

and the presenters expert.  Don’t miss 

it.   

 Quote of the month:    “Having 

retired my cliff shovel to become lead 

man with a hoe for a community farm, 

I have had to sacrifice some vocational 

solitude.  But I have gained 

companions in the field—many who 

have come to recognize the value of a 

field worker’s solitude.  Returning to a 

place, coming to know a place, one 

may experience land, in Leopold’s 

words, as a ‘community to which we 

belong.’”   --Scott Chaskey, This 

Common Ground 

 
 

 

 

 If you would like to try a small plot of 

Streaker hulless oats next summer, you 

can get small quantities from Johnny’s 

Selected Seeds.  (Hulless oats are 

avena sativa nuda, which explains the 

variety name, Streaker.  (The crop will 

not cause embarrassment when grown 

in a private garden.)  If not used for 

animal feed, you can thresh it and then 

cook it like rice.   
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 A Note on Last Issue’s Editorial:  We 

received very little feedback, so we 

conclude that the newsletter should 

continue roughly as is and that further 

explorations of a federation be put on 

hold.   

 
 The Four Rules of Quality Forage 

(Ed. Note:  I found this in my computer 

files without a source.  I offer it for your 

consideration and comment.  It may be 

useful to compare to some of the 

comments we heard at the Vanderhoof 

“alfalfa conference.”) 

 

1. It starts in the soil. 

 • Get a complete soil test 

• Start corrections with Calcium 

and Phosphorus 

• Get all soil tests looking the same 

• Keep beautiful stands but run 

tight rotations 

• Use livestock manures wisely 

• Every year add Calcium, Sulfur, 

and Boron 

2. Learn the components of quality forage 

and make the adjustments to obtain it. 

• Test 

• Use wet chemistry test for 

minerals 

• Test for micronutrients 

• Target 1:1 Ca to P for alfalfa 

• Measure Sulfur 

• Obtain high P and Mg 

• Run digestibility tests, RFQ; 

• Target protein, ADF, NDF and 

moisture levels; Get all feeds the 

same 

3. Use forage blends. 

• Don’t buy— grow your own 

smorgasbord 

• Add grasses and other legumes; 

Diversity above ground aids 

diversity below ground 

4. Cut, inoculate and store properly. 

• Harvest at correct moisture 

• Cut after 4 hours of sunshine 

• Provide cattle with effective fiber 

• Maintain storage facilities 

• Cut, fill, bale, bag or pack fast 

• Use fermentation products 

• Watch for mold 

• Feed ensiled forages at levels to 

prevent spoilage 

 

Comments?  Send them to us at 

cgesch63@gmail.com. 

 
 

 
 
This is an example of pasture managed for 
forage diversity and animal health.  Source:  
Newman Turner.   Ingredients identifiable on 
this photograph: chicory, plantain, sheep's 
parsley, alsike, white clover, Lucerne [alfalfa], 
timothy and ryegrass. Photograph taken 
February 6th 1951.  [Obviously in a warmer 

climate than we have—Britain.] 
 

 

Bulkley Valley Farmers’ 

Market—A January Visit 

 
On January 31, we (Tim Fehr and Curt 

Gesch) made a trip to the B.V. Farmers’ 

Market.   I (cg) intended to take 

photographs for Just Farmers, but initially 

the vendors were hesitant to let some man 

with a camera snap at their lovely faces, 

but when I said the magic words, “FREE 

PUBLICITY,” things changed.  Below are 

some of the photos.  As usual, any out-of-

focus photos may be attributed to the 

photographer, a rank amateur. 
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Linda Dekok welcoming shoppers 

Linda schmoozing with 
potential customers 

 

Marlene Thimer of Happy Pig 
Organic Farm 

Henry Andringa and wife Sharon   

Melissa Fox of Santina's Simmentals and Ambrosia’s 
Sheep 

Mannfred and Nathaniel Wittwer of W Diamond Ranch 
Dmitri Cody (the Farmers' Market gentle czar) with his 
mother, Nancy; his daughter, Linea; and brother, Jay  
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There are more photos on the  
B.V. Farmers’ Market website.   
Just Farmers received no kick-backs 
for these photos, not even a chunk 
of cheese.  (Sigh. . .) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mo Gauthier of Small Potatoes 
Farm, selling winter greens 

Kathy Robinson of Ducky’s Jams, Jellies, & Preserves:  
local food in the off season! 

Anaise Labonte 

Patrick Farrell of Whistler Road Cheese  Company.  (I asked 
Patrick for the motivation for starting the cheese company and 
he replied, “World domination,” but he was betrayed by his 
smile.)   
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Art feature:   from the students of the late Gerry Dykstra. 

 

 
 
 
Pileated woodpeckers will come to suet feeders.  They are quite impressive.   From tip of beak to end of 
tail they measure about 38 cm (15 inches), just slightly smaller than a crow.   
 
According to The Birds of British Columbia (Vol. 2, p. 490), “Most nests . . . were situated in deciduous 
trees including trembling aspen (32%), black cotton-wood (25%), birches, alders, and maples.  Other 
sites included coniferous trees (18%) and a power pole [probably a dead one].  Living trees (66%) were 
used more than dead trees.     
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Maintaining cottonwood and aspen groves, shaws, forests, woods, or scattered deciduous trees on your 
farm is one way to maintain habitat for these beautiful birds.   


