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Foundation:    We believe that faith, 
family and working with the natural 
resources that God has provided 
allows us a meaningful life.  We enjoy 
using these resources to regenerate 
landscapes for a sustainable future. 
http://brownsranch.us/  

 

News and commentary:  
 I found what I think is the funniest 

heading in a web page so far.  It names 

research on this topic:  “Trickle down 

benefits from the hog industry.”  (It 

could have been “View from the Black 

Lagoon,” too, I suppose.)  

 We saw this description of what folks 

around here call Junegrass in the superb 

on-line resource On Pasture.  “Another 

example [of grass that is green but 

useless] is 6-weeks fescue. It is often 

called Junegrass because it ripens in 

June. In the fall, the plants are very short 

little clumps that almost look like moss. 

In the spring it will turn yellow-green 

with roots about 1-2 inches long. But 

that doesn’t mean it’s edible. Another 

name for it is “spit-out grass” because 

that is what the cows do when they get it 

in their mouths; they spit it out. If 

something is spit out it not going to feed 

a cow, or anyone else.” - See more at: 

http://onpasture.com/2016/01/18/ 

 We recommend that everyone who 

raises grazing animals—cattle, pigs, 

horses, sheep, goats, poultry—subscribe 

to this on-line paper.  Last year it almost 

shut down because it is not funded by 

any government or major industry (see 

Robert Elliot’s article on the next page).  

But much of the information is directly 

applicable to us.   

 The Skeena Regional Cattlemen’s AGM 

was held on January 30 at the Houston 

Seniors Center.  There were lots of sales 

representatives there as well as three 

special speakers.  Most important for 

some of us was the contact with others in 

the farming community. 

 The Hidatsa people of the Missouri 

River drainage did not use manure on 

their gardens.  Here is why:                     

     “We Hidatsas did not like to have the dung of 
animals in our fields. The horses we turned into 
our gardens in the fall dropped dung; and 
where they did so, we found little worms and 
insects.                                                                                    
 We also noted that where dung fell, 
many kinds of weeds grew up the next year.   
We did not like this, and we therefore carefully 
cleaned off the dried dung, picking it up by 
hand and throwing it ten feet or more beyond 
the edge of the garden plot. We did likewise 
with the droppings of white men's cattle, after 

they were brought to us.  The dung of horses 
and cattle raised sharp thistles, the kind that 
grows up in a big bush; and mustard, and 
another plant that has black seeds. These three 
kinds of weeds came to us with the white man; 
other weeds we had before, but they were 
native to our land.”     Source:  

http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/buffalo/gar
den/garden.html  

 

  Quote for the day:  “We 

wouldn’t for a minute say, ‘Let’s 
go to the cheapest church in town; 
let’s hire the cheapest preacher 
we can get.’ We wouldn’t say, 
‘Let’s go to the cheapest brain 
surgeon.’  But we’re very happy to 
put on the lowest respect level 
and honor level the stewards of 
our food system and the stewards 
of our landscape.”  
  --Joel Salatin 
 

http://brownsranch.us/
http://onpasture.com/2016/01/18/
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/buffalo/garden/garden.html
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/buffalo/garden/garden.html
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Book Reviews: 
 The Compassionate Carnivore by 

Catherine Friend, Da Capo Press, 2008.  

The subtitle tells almost all:  “How to 

Keep Animals Happy, Save Old 

MacDonald’s Farm, Reduce Your 

Hoofprint, and Still Eat Meat.”  This is a 

survey of the main points of the natural 

farming, small-farmer, informed 

consumer movement.  It suffers 

occasionally from huge generalizations, 

but compensates by refusing to be 

dogmatic about feeding grain; the author 

is not afraid to make compromises about 

food choices, and so on.  Some 

information is just plain silly, e.g., there 

are “four times as many lesbians [in the 

USA] and ten times as many gay men as 

farmers.”  My favourite sentences come 

in the author’s defence of raising and 

eating animals for meat:  “Not to get all 

noble, but I believe raising food is an 

important responsibility, one that I can 

fulfill.  I can’t fight in the military or be 

a spiritual leader or an investigative 

reporter exposing corruption, but I can 

feed people.” 

 
 

On the Need for Experimental 
Farms and Agricultural Schools 

…part 2 
 

--From The Clifton Park System of Farming 
by Robert H. Elliot, 1898. 
 
. . .  you must teach [agriculture] not so 
much by books and lectures as by practical 
illustration in the field, and such illustration 
must not consist of experimental plots, but 
of farms of moderate size, conducted on 
the lines that any farmer could imitate, 
though, of course, attached to such farms 
experimental plots might be formed, and 

used for educational purposes.  It is the 
recognition of the absolute necessity for 
this practical teaching for classes connected 
with land that has induced the United 
States to start its extensive system of 
experimental farms [presently largely gone, 
being replaced by experimental farms run 
by fertilizer and seed corporations] and 
until we do so we can never expect to make 
rapid progress with the agricultural changes 
called for at the time [climate change, in 
our day]. . . .   
[Speaking of “severe resistance to agricultural 

changes in his day in England…]: 

the English farmer who, when some 
agricultural changes were suggested to him, 
simply said, ‘What we knows we knows, and 
what we don’t know we don’t want to 
know.’   . . . As for our farmers in Scotland, I 
have often said to some of them that I 
believe most Scotch farmers would go five 
miles out of their way to avoid seeing an 
agricultural improvement [in regard to soil 
stewardship].  And yet all farmers are ready 
enough to adopt improvements in the 
shape of improved stock, and agricultural 
implements and machines. . .  
 
Comment:  Elliot never was one to mince his 

words.  He was of an upper class and landlord of 

a farm of 1,250 acres -- about 450 arable, and 

the rest hill pasture, “with hardly any heather on 

it.”   I forget how many tenant farmers and farm 

labourers he contracted with but it was quite a 

large number.  

 

 Late-breaking news:  The elk count 

survey conducted on January 23 

discovered 163 elk in the Bulkley Valley 

and another 50 or so in the Burns 

Lake/Lakes District regions.  There may 

be more reports still to come in.  We’ll 

have the final totals in the next issue of 

Just Farmers.   
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Vegetable trials, part 2 

Report by Dave Rempel, Master Gardener, Prince George, B.C. 

 
Testing those Vegetables:  which cultivar shall I plant? 
 Background:  Back in 2008 when Barb Rayment (author of From the Ground Up) taught the first 

Master Gardener class offered at UNBC, she encouraged us students to pick a vegetable or flower, and 

grow several cultivars side by side in order to test which one might be better for our climate and soil 

conditions.  Here was an opportunity for the scientist in me, so I dug in with both hands – and of course I 

started more trials than I could finish.  (Every Sunday afternoon I’ll go out and take notes …. Sure.) 

 An agriculturalist I am not, but the exercise was definitely instructive – In more ways than one.   

First off, there is nothing like seeing the difference appear before your eyes.  For me this was far more 

effective than comparing numbers, or even pictures, from one season to the next.  Secondly, although I 

hand-watered as evenly as possible, fair comparisons were not always so easy to come by.   

 

Then there was the day I arrived home for supper to find a part of my leek trial cheerfully 

simmering on the stove.  (Hey, I wanted to measure those first!)  Oh well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trialing 3 to 5 cultivars for each of about 

10 different vegetables that first year was 

definitely too much for me.  Now I try to 

stick to just two or three vegetables.  

Even so, life happens, and in some years 

good intentions morph into next year’s 

potential trials.  Here are several sample 

results from the past few summers. 

 

 

Broad Beans (2013) 

  Witkiem Windsor 

June 5  Seeded  Seeded 

Aug 23  Upright Lodged 

Sept 12 Fruit box  Fruit box

  (round full)  (¾ full) 
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Swiss Chard (2012) Summary 

 

Fordhook Giant – largest    

Eldorado – fine 

Bright Lights – fine 

Canary Yellow – did better than Orange Fantasia 

Lucullus – too pale 

Silverado – smallest 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bush Beans (Yellow) Harvest Summary (measured in ice cream buckets) 

 2010 Rocdor    1.6    2013   Rocdor 2.7 

  Gold Rush   1.0   Gold Rush 3.0 

 

Certainly nothing to conclude here.  As to pole beans, a fellow gardener found Neckar Koenigen 

and Neckar Gold to be excellent, but wouldn’t recommend Isabel.  I, on the other hand, had a 

superb crop of Isabel this past summer (2015).   
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Conclusions:  Although the trials listed here are too small to be of much value (yet), I would encourage 
all gardeners to trial a vegetable or two each summer.  On a personal level, your powers of observation 
will grow, as should your pleasure in gardening.  And perhaps at the communal level a body of local 
gardening wisdom will emerge for the benefit of those who come after. 
 
Now, back to those seed catalogues! 
Dave Rempel, Master Gardener 
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