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Quote of the Month: 
 

We give thanks to all the waters of 
the world for quenching our thirst 
and providing us with strength. 
Water is life. We know its power in 
many forms‐-waterfalls and rain, 
mists and streams, rivers and oceans. 
With one mind, we send greetings 
and thanks to the spirit of Water.  

Now our minds are one.  
 

A translation of a segment of the 
Mohawk version of the 
Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving 
Address.   
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Foundation:  We are stewards, not 
owners, of the land we farm.  We are 
accountable for the way our land use 
affects the environment which 
includes land, water, air, plants, 
animals, and human beings.    

Events: 
 Mark your calendar for January 23, the 

date of the Bulkley Valley Elk Survey.  

More information can be found in the 

December 15, 2015, Just Farmers or by 

looking at the open letter which you can 

read by writing to Just Farmers  at 

cgesch63@gmail.com.  Linda Dykens is 

heading up the project. 

News and commentary: 
 Here’s a headline from The Western 

Producer:  “Irrigation turns water into 

money in Alberta.”  Not much doubt 

about the value of irrigation water in a 

dry climate.  We could use irrigation 

water in the Bulkley Valley, too.  I 

wonder if we should try damming the 

Bulkley River or the Telkwa?   We could 

call it Site D, perhaps.  Certainly the 

headline tells only part of the story.  

Damming the Bow and other rivers has 

caused massive changes to the 

environment, ruining fisheries in some 

areas and (perhaps) improving trout 

fishing in others.  A few other comments 

about water appear below.  

 Water and the Environment 
 70 percent of the Earth is water. 

From seas to lakes, to rivers and 

creeks, water is everywhere. Valuing 

water means valuing our future. 

 349 billion gallons of freshwater are 

withdrawn every day in the United 

States.41 percent of that water (143 

billion gallons) is used to produce 

thermoelectric power, another 37% 

goes to irrigation. 

 4% of US energy is used for 

transporting, treating, and pumping 

water. 

 More than one-third of all counties in 

the lower 48 states will face higher 

risks of water shortages by mid-

century as a result of global 

warming. 
Source:  This information is about 

the United States. 

http://thevalueofwater.org/the-

facts/waters-value  

ater  

 Use of water in the Bow River basin 

(think Calgary):   
“Some water use occurs in the river, 

such as by wildlife and for fisheries and 

recreation. Some water is withdrawn 

from the river, used, and returned (non-

consumptive use). Municipalities return 

over 90% of the water they use as treated 

sewage. Some water is withdrawn from 

the river and not returned (consumptive 

use). In dry years, irrigation returns 

about 20% of what it withdraws. Most of 

the rest is used by plants, whereas some 

mailto:cgesch63@gmail.com
http://thevalueofwater.org/the-facts/waters-value
http://thevalueofwater.org/the-facts/waters-value
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evaporates and a small amount sinks into 

the ground. Withdrawal of water from 

the river reduces river flow and can have 

an impact on wildlife habitat in and 

along the river.”  Source:   

http://www.thebowriver.com/bow_river_

basin_waterscape.htm  

 “British Columbia’s new Water 

Sustainability Act received Royal Assent 

on May 29, 2014, after more than four 

years of public engagement and policy 

development. The new act will come 

into force early in 2016.Changes could 

affect agricultural use.” You can find out 

more about it by contacting your local 

agricultural associations or the 

Government of B.C. website.   

 “The amount of moisture on Earth has 

not changed. The water the dinosaurs 

drank millions of years ago is the same 

water that falls as rain today. But will 

there be enough for a more crowded 

world?”   Source:  

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2010

/04/water-is-life/kingsolver-text 

 One of the best ways to preserve water 

for agriculture is by caring for the soil 

and the entire environment of our 

farmland, including forests, windbreaks, 

marshes and ponds.  Grazing practices 

can do a lot to increase the water-

holding capacity of our soils.   

 If most of our ground moisture is 

insufficient for growing crops between 

mid-June and September, perhaps some 

of us could be growing more winter 

grains for early summer forage harvest 

or grazing? 

 Garlic growers use ground moisture 

quite effectively in the Bulkley Valley 

by planting in the fall and harvesting 

during the dry summer months when 

conditions are ideal for maturing and 

curing the crop.  Often the soil is ready 

for a fall cover crop after harvest. 

 “When the well's dry, we know the 

worth of water.”     -- Benjamin Franklin 

 “We forget that the water cycle and the 

life cycle are one.”  --- Jacques Cousteau 

 Water, the Hub of Life. 
Water is its mater and matrix,  

mother and medium. 

Water is the most extraordinary 

 substance! 

Practically all its properties are 

 anomolous, which enabled life to use 

 it as building material for its machinery. 

Life is water dancing  

 to the tune of solids. 
- Albert Szent-Gyorgyi (1972) 

 

What About Sprouting Seeds?  
One person’s experience 

Megan D’Arcy 
 

My experience was short-lived, as I found 

that I was not able to be regimental enough 

with the soaking of the seeds.  For design, I 

used a web page for a low-tech version of 

sprouting that was still systematic: 

http://www.peakprosperity.com/wsidblog/80

359/diy-home-fodder-system. 

 

I did find that if the seed layer was too thick 

then it would start to get hot and would 

smell terrible, so if I try it again then I will 

experiment with the amount of seed (the 2 

cups recommended in the link was a bit too 

much for my system).  If I had been better 

about ‘watering’ the seeds then it’s possible 

I may have been able to avoid the anaerobic 

conditions that led to the issues I had with 

the thicker seed layer. 

 

The chickens did love the fodder when I got 

it right, though.  I didn’t try to feed it to the 

sheep.  My feeling was it was a little labour 

intensive, so if I was going to do it as a part 

of our farming operation, I would likely look 

into a commercial system that has timed 

watering. 

 

http://www.thebowriver.com/bow_river_basin_waterscape.htm
http://www.thebowriver.com/bow_river_basin_waterscape.htm
https://www.leg.bc.ca/Pages/BCLASS-Legacy.aspx#%2Fcontent%2Flegacy%2Fweb%2F40th2nd%2F3rd_read%2Fgov18-3.htm
https://www.leg.bc.ca/Pages/BCLASS-Legacy.aspx#%2Fcontent%2Flegacy%2Fweb%2F40th2nd%2F3rd_read%2Fgov18-3.htm
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2010/04/water-is-life/kingsolver-text
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2010/04/water-is-life/kingsolver-text
http://www.peakprosperity.com/wsidblog/80359/diy-home-fodder-system
http://www.peakprosperity.com/wsidblog/80359/diy-home-fodder-system
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Photo feature  
 

'twas the night before porkmas  

when all through the shoppe  

not a cutlet was stirring,  

not even a chop!' 

 

 
 

 

photo credit:  deb dejong 
 

For permission to copy this photo  
see  https://www.facebook.com/awedone 

 

https://www.facebook.com/awedone/photos/a.1433864790218719.1073741828.1395422307396301/1674845966120599/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/awedone/photos/a.1433864790218719.1073741828.1395422307396301/1674845966120599/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/awedone/photos/a.1433864790218719.1073741828.1395422307396301/1674845966120599/?type=3

