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Foundation:  We are stewards, not 
owners, of the land we farm.  We are 
accountable for the way our land use 
affects the environment which 
includes land, water, air, plants, 
animals, and human beings.    

Events: 
 Mark your calendar for January 23, the 

date of the Bulkley Valley Elk Survey.  

More information can be found in the 

December 15, 2015, Just Farmers or by 

looking at the open letter which you can 

read by writing to Just Farmers  at 

cgesch63@gmail.com.  Linda Dykens is 

heading up the project. 
 If you think that wildlife damage is 

occurring to your standing forage crops, 

please check out the program instituted 

by our government:  

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/indu

stry/agriculture-

seafood/programs/insurance-and-

income-protection/crop-loss-damage-

due-to-wildlife/damage-to-standing-

forage    
 Producers must be registered  with the 

Agriculture Wildlife Program by the 

following dates each crop year: 

--April 30 - irrigated/multiple cuts 

--June 15 -dryland/single cut 

 Below is a description of how to make a 

grazing enclosure which will tell you or 

demonstrate whether wildlife have 

caused significant damage to your 

standing crop.   Just Farmers is co-

operating with a neighbouring farmer by 

making several enclosures for placement 

on his alfalfa fields where deer and elk 

have been observed grazing over the past 

number of years.   

 

 

Grazing Enclosures 

Compare undamaged areas of the field and 

help in the assessment of crop damage by 

using enclosures. Without enclosures 

compensation may be reduced. 

Enclosures are the responsibility of the 

landowner and need to be placed in 

representative areas of the field where 

wildlife frequent. 

The following guidelines should be followed 

when designing and locating a grazing 

enclosure: 

 There must be a minimum of one 

square meter of un-grazed forage 

crop inside the enclosure. 

 The enclosure must be sturdy enough 

to resist pressures from wildlife in 

the fields and may need to be staked 

at the corners. 

 Use one to three cages per field; 

larger fields may require more. A 

field can be defined as crop of the 

same age, composition and growing 

capability. 

 The cage must be high enough to 

prevent animals from reaching over 

the top. 
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 Ensure the fencing/paneling is tight 

enough to prevent animals from 

reaching in. 

 Use a cover to prevent wildlife from 

entering the enclosure. 

Place the cages in areas that represent the 

areas in the field where damage will occur, 

typically beside forested areas, parts of 

fields near riparian areas or any other area 

where you commonly see wildlife impacts. 

Stucco wire is best for deer and elk as 

chicken wire is too weak and flexible. Build 

the framework from 2”X4” lumber and 

place rebar metal posts/T-bar/wooden stakes 

30 cm in the ground. Use an X frame across 

the top to stabilize. Use PVC pipe and 

hardwire cloth wire or fishnet for waterfowl. 

Use livestock panels fastened together (four 

per cage) or anything that will not inhibit 

growth within the cage and will keep 

wildlife from grazing inside. 

When placing enclosures be aware of: 

 Low places 

 Wet areas 

 Hill tops 

 Areas in the field which have had 

soil amendments/fertilizer that the 

field as a whole may not have 

received 

Note:  This information is all from the 

brochure which is available from John 

Stevenson and which he has previously 

made available.  John will also bring some 

of these brochures to upcoming agricultural 

organization meetings.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Notices: 
 Free Range Farm Girl:  Cooking Grassfed 

Beef; Healthy Recipes from Nose to Tail, by 
Shannon Hayes 
 The author explains the science behind 
her fervently-held belief that “the most 
essential ingredient when preparing a piece 
of meat is an understanding of how the 
animal lived, and how it died.”  In addition 
to being a farmer, a butcher, and a writer, 
she is a scientist.  She goes over the basics 
of ways to cook the different cuts of beef, 
with minimal seasonings (because she loves 
the taste of the meat), but adds many “fun” 
recipes for variety.  I want to try them all, 
but I need a better meat thermometer. 
   --Betsey Gesch 

 Prairie Sunrise:  My Montana Ranch Life, by 
Sierra Dawn, S.D. Stoneberg Holt, 2014.   
 This lovely book describes life on a 
Montana cattle ranch.  It is told through the 
eyes of Zora Rose who is six years old at the 
beginning of the book.  The book is 
profusely illustrated with photos from the 
present and the past.  It deals with all the 
major topics that grown-up ranchers deal 
with:  rotating the beef herd, moving cattle 
with horses, treating cattle with iodine and 
vaccination, safety, invasive plants, wildlife 

Do you know how this tool is related to 
agriculture?   Thanks to Steven Illés for supplying 

the photo and the answer which you’ll find in the 
next issue! 
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competition, “listening to the Land,” and so 
on.  Animal death is treated directly and 
sensitively.  Family relationships, history, 
and dealing with drought, cold, and 
emergencies. 

 
  Zora Rose tells us on the last page that 
she may want to be an actress, “and learn 
to talk like Shakespeare.”  She would also 
“like to learn Czech.”   How wonderful it 
would be if we had a new “crop” of young 
people who think about farming as Zora 
Rose does:  “When I’m big, I want to go to 
college like Mommy and Daddy and 
Grandpa and Grandma.  I like to learn about 
how dead plants and animals turn into new 
soil. . . .”   
 The book is perfect for a gift.  Children 
from 4-10 may especially appreciate having 
the book read to them while they look at 
the pictures or—for the older ones—
reading it themselves.  Buy the book!  You 
won’t be sorry.   It is available on-line or you 
may choose to support your local 
bookstore.  Local food, local book-buying. 
cg 
 

News and commentary:  
 We saw an article in the Western 

Producer about genetic relationships to 

parasite tolerance and foot rot in sheep.  

We are wondering if any of our 

shepherds have tested their sheep for 

parasites (fecal testing) and whether they 

treat their sheep for parasites or not.  

Please write to Just Farmers by email if 

you would like to share your experience. 
 

 Has anyone grown Alice clover?  If so, 

we’d like to hear about the results. 
 

 
On the Need for Experimental Farms and 
Agricultural Schools  
From The Clifton Park System of Farming by 
Robert H. Elliot, 1898. 
 
[After explaining his method of improving 
poor farm lands on his estate  in Scotland 
and developing his methods into a system, 
Mr. Elliot says this: 
“This question now naturally arises:  Why 
should I have had to work out my own 
salvation at my own risk and cost?  Why 
should I not have known exactly what to do 
when I first took over the farm alluded to?  
And why should farmers in Great Britain in 
general not know exactly what to do in 
order to cope best with the difficulties s of 
these times, and how to do it in the 
cheapest manner which combines with it 
the utmost degree of efficiency?  The 
answer to these questions simply is because 
of the negligence of our Government, for 
there cannot be the slightest doubt that 
had it had experimental farms and 
agricultural schools the principles I have laid 
down, and proved the success of, would 
long ago have brought to the notice of our 
agriculturists and generally adopted.     
 
(Another installment of Elliot’s provocative 
thoughts will be published in the next issue 
of Just Farmers.) 
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Vegetable trials 
Report by Dave Rempel, Master Gardener, Prince George, B.C. 

 
Testing those Vegetables:  which cultivar shall I plant? 
 Back in 2008 when Barb Rayment (author of From the Ground Up) taught the first 

Master Gardener class offered at UNBC, she encouraged us students to pick a vegetable or 

flower, and grow several cultivars side by side in order to test which one might be better for our 

climate and soil conditions.  Here was an opportunity for the scientist in me, so I dug in with 

both hands – and of course I started more trials than I could finish.  (Every Sunday afternoon I’ll 

go out and take notes …. Sure.) 

 An agriculturalist I am not, but the exercise was definitely instructive – In more ways 

than one.   First off, there is nothing like seeing the difference appear before your eyes.  For me 

this was far more effective than comparing numbers, or even pictures, from one season to the 

next.  Secondly, although I hand-watered as evenly as possible, fair comparisons were not 

always so easy to come by.   

 

Here is one example: 

One fine Sunday afternoon I grab my clipboard and pen to record the progress of the 6 beet 

varieties that were seeded in short rows across a 3’ by 20’ bed.  By the time I was ¾ of the way 

down the bed, I had this funny feeling that something wasn’t quite right.  Stepping back to take a 

look, to my chagrin I noticed the following pattern: 

 
 

Obviously the soil characteristics weren’t as homogenous as I thought they were. 

Then there were the radishes.  I think it was ‘Rudolf’ I noted as doing poorly.  The radishes were 

seeded in a raised bed like the one illustrated here: 
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This bed is oriented north-south.  The plywood ends make good supports, but don’t let in much 

light.  ‘Rudolf’ had the unfortunate fate of being seeded up against the south end, and so received 

far less sunlight than the other cultivars.  So much for my radish trial. 

 

Here are the results for yellow beets.   Yellow Beet trial from 2009, seeded on June 12 in short 3’ 
rows. 

 

Cultivar Observations 

August 30 

Harvest Record Personal Rating 

Golden Detroit 7 @ 1.5-2.0” diameter 7 @ 2.0-3.0” diameter Good 

Detroit Yellow 5 @ 0.75-1.0” diameter 2 @ 1.5”; 2 @ 2-3” diam. Fair-Poor 

Touchstone Gold 9 @ 1.0-2.25” diameter 4 @ 1.5”;  5 @ 2-3” diam. Good 

Burpee’s Golden 8 @ 1.0-1.5” diameter 2 @ 1.5”;  5 @ 2-3” diam. Fair 

 
Although the trials listed here are too small to be of much value (yet), I would encourage all gardeners 
to trial a vegetable or two each summer.  On a personal level, your powers of observation will grow, as 
should your pleasure in gardening.  And perhaps at the communal level a body of local gardening 
wisdom will emerge for the benefit of those who come after. 
 
Now, back to those seed catalogues! 
Dave Rempel, Master Gardener 
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Photo Feature 
 

 
 
This arrangement created by Micah Rhebergen, Kamloops, B.C.    Used with permission 
 
At present, it is untitled.  I  suggest Still Life with Power.  You may have a better title.   Send your 
suggestions to us and we’ll publish them in the next issue.   


