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Foundation:  We are stewards, not 
owners, of the land we farm.  We 
are accountable for the way our 
land use affects the environment 
which includes land, water, air, 
plants, animals, and human beings.   

(See Quote of the Month below.) 

 
 

 

News and Views:   
 

 Below you will see a few photos of 

forage test plots at Eskerhazy Farm.  

There are two plots of alfalfa here, but 

at this stage they look the same and 

emergence is about the same.  They 

were broadcast and disked in and then 

“packed” with the wheels of the 

Massey 35 which proved sufficient to 

get good germination.  Right now, of 

course, they are suffering from 

drought.    

 

 
 

 
 
 Here (above and below) is Ethiopian 

black wheat planted in April.  It 

germinated unevenly so I replanted 

some of the rows by hand.  This is the 

third year in a row I’ve planted this 

African wheat and each time that I 

planted it in late April it matured early.   
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Quote of the month:   
Some forms of pollution are part of 

people’s daily experience. Exposure to 

atmospheric pollutants produces a broad 

spectrum of health hazards, especially for 

the poor, and causes millions of premature 

deaths. People take sick, for example, from 

breathing high levels of smoke from fuels 

used in cooking or heating. There is also 

pollution that affects everyone, caused by 

transport, industrial fumes, substances 

which contribute to the acidification of soil 

and water, fertilizers, insecticides, 

fungicides, herbicides and agrotoxins in 

general. Technology, which, linked to 

business interests, is presented as the only 

way of solving these problems, in fact 

proves incapable of seeing the mysterious 

network of relations between things and so 

sometimes solves one problem only to 

create others. 
 
Ed. Note:  Who do you made this statement?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s note:  We are happy to reprint this 
manifesto because it reflects a  stewardly 
approach to beekeeping.   

 
 

A Beekeeping Manifesto 
 by Mark Winston 

 
We often support the value of bees with 
economic arguments, neglecting the 
dimension of values, the principles we 
hold important and the personal and 
environmental standards that should be 
at the heart of beekeeping rather than at 
its fringes. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The current serious issues facing bees 
suggest it is time for a new manifesto to 
guide beekeeping, one that recognizes  
beekeepers as stewards of both managed 
and wild bees, promoters of healthy 
environments, managers of economically 
sustainable apiaries and paragons of  
collaboration and cooperation. It’s time 
for some audacious thinking about the 
future of beekeeping. 
 
Such a manifesto might look something 
like this: 

•Beekeepers are Stewards of their 
honeybees, lightly managing 
colonies with minimal chemical 
and antibiotic input. 
•Beekeepers are Promoters of 
healthy environments in which 



  

3 
     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2014 

wild and managed bees can thrive, 
including reduced chemical inputs 
and mixed cropping systems in 
agricultural settings and diverse 
unmanaged natural habitats in 
urban and rural areas. 
•   Beekeeping is Economically 
Viable, so that hobbyists can enjoy 
their bees with some honey to 
give away, sideliners meet 
expenses with a bit of profit and 
commercial beekeepers have a 
consistent and sustainable income 
sufficient to support a family 
without the heavy personal stress 
associated with contemporary 
beekeeping. 

 Beekeeping organizations are 
Inclusive, Collaborative and 
Cooperative, encompassing 
hobbyists with one hive to 
commercial beekeepers with 
thousands, wild bees enthusiasts 
to honeybee keepers, and honey 
producers to pollinators, under 
one umbrella organization that 
puts the health and prosperity of 
bees and the environment that 
supports them first.  

 
We need to recognize that the good old 
days are gone. Bees are no longer able to 
respond with the resilience that allowed 
us to manage honeybees intensively and 
depend on healthy ecosystems for wild 
and managed bees to thrive. Today, 
pesticides are ubiquitous, diseases and 
pests rampant, and the diversity and 
abundance of bee forage has plummeted. 
 
It’s a new day, and below are just a few 
suggestions for what a manifesto-driven 
bee community might look like. Note that 
every idea goes against conventional 

wisdom, but keep in mind that these are 
not conventional times for bees: 
 
Perhaps we can no longer take copious 
honey harvests from our bees. If so, a 
good first step would be to take ¼ less 
honey and feed that much less sugar. 
 
Perhaps we should let colonies swarm 
every second year, providing a break in 
the brood cycle that might diminish the 
impact of varroa. 
 
Perhaps we should move honeybees no 
more than once for pollination, 
recognizing that honeybees are no longer 
healthy enough to sustain multiple 
moves. 
 
Perhaps honeybees should no longer be 
considered our primary agricultural 
pollinator, but used to supplement wild 
bee populations whose diversity and 
abundance we increase by large-scale 
habitat enhancement in and around 
farms. 
 
Perhaps we should allow only one varroa 
treatment per year to prevent resistance. 
 
Perhaps we should eliminate all antibiotic 
use, controlling bacterial diseases like 
American Foul Brood through a rigorous 
inspection and burning regime, as they do 
in New Zealand. 
 
Perhaps we should cease the practice of 
feeding pollen supplements in the spring, 
as we now understand such feeding yields 
higher worker populations but weaker 
individual bees. 
 
Perhaps research should rigorously 
analyze these “Perhaps” ideas. Our 



  

4 
     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2014 

research community has done a fabulous 
job of elucidating why honeybees and 
wild bees are doing poorly, but what we 
need now are bolder research directions 
towards solutions. 
 
Researchers tend towards the more 
glamorous high-tech solutions, but those 
are unlikely to succeed and at best are far 
down the road. Some old-fashioned, 
large-scale management research is 
needed now, coupling studies of hive 
survival and wild bee abundance and 
diversity with economic analyses of what 
works best for beekeepers and crop 
pollination. 
 
Here’s one example: I have been 
travelling quite a bit lately promoting my 
new book “Bee Time: Lessons From the 
Hive,” and I consistently encounter 
beekeepers who are not treating for 
varroa, but rather breeding from surviving 
untreated colonies. They report colony 
survival rates as good or better as those 
commercial beekeepers who treat 
heavily, but it’s all anecdotal. Let’s test 
those claims more rigorously, by 
organizing national projects to compare 
untreated surviving colonies to lightly or 
heavily chemically treated colonies. 
 
Here’s another example: I know of no 
economic studies that demonstrate 
moving bees for pollination is 
economically superior to maintaining 
stationary apiaries, or that compare 
moving bees once, twice or more. My 
own opinion is that the extent of bee 
movement is a major contributing factor 
in the poor colony survival we see across 
North America, with 42% of colonies 

dying in 2013/2014 in the United States. 
But, I know of no data that support or 
dismiss my hunch. 
 
There is a changed mind-set enveloped in 
my brief manifesto, one in which we 
consider the well-being of bees as the 
primary directive rather than economic 
prosperity or beekeeper convenience. 
Putting bees first is the only way managed 
and wild bees will return to health, and 
beekeepers and farmers with bee-
pollinated crops to prosperity. 
 
I don’t know whether this manifesto is the 
right direction, or the ideas above sound, 
but I do know that the status quo is 
unsustainable. 
 
 There is a quote attributed to Einstein 
that is highly relevant for the future of 
beekeeping: "Insanity is doing the same 
thing over and over again and expecting 
different results." 
 
Perhaps it’s time to challenge everything 
we have believed about beekeeping with 
honeybees, and to boldly promote wild 
bees to become our primary commercial-
level pollinators. 
 
 Perhaps it’s time to be audacious. 
 
 Mark Winston is Professor and Senior 
Fellow at Simon Fraser University’s Centre 
for Dialogue, and author of the recent 
book “Bee Time: Lessons From the Hive.”   
URL http://winstonhive.com/?p=504 
 
Reprinted by permission of the author. 
    

  

http://winstonhive.com/?p=504
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Farm Visit:  a photo essay 

On June 29, we visited Healthy Hens Hatchery (near Hazelton) and met the owners, Sylvia 

Sommer and Terry Charter.  Sylvia gave us a tour.   As some of the bigger mail order hatcheries 

encounter production problems and seem to be limiting the choice of breeds they offer, we are 

finding more and more local sources of traditionally popular laying breeds and many other 

hard-to-find heritage and fancy breeds.   We at Just Farmers are very happy that Healthy Hens 

and other producers in our region are making a large variety of poultry breeds available.  

 

 

Orpingtons, whether the traditional Buff or Blue are very popular in our area.  There are even Lavender 

Orpingtons, but so far no Polka-dot or Paisley Orpingtons.   Below, Sylvia shows the shows one of her 

ranks of pens which give the chickens open, airy, shaded summer quarters. 
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Here are some of the tenants. 

 

 

  

This bird turned away because of a bad hair day. 
This is a unique poultry breed.    We suggest gallus 
porcus sus domesticus. 

Detail of individual pens with raised laying boxes. 
Another design for apartment living. 
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Vanity of vanities.  Seabrights, houdans and a few others.  If they could take selfies they 

would.  Probably they should all be read the story of Chantecleer for bedtime reading.   Happy 
Hens Hatchery (250-842-7005) has twenty-four breeds of chickens from which to choose.  
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Front rooster:  “Look at me; I’m very pretty.”  Back rooster, snobbishly, “but 

I don’t think you’re a purebred!” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

This Seabright hen has every feather in 
place.  No bad hair days here. 

Here's what the infallible Wikipedia says about Houdan chickens:  “The Houdan or Poule de 

Houdan is an old French breed of domestic chicken. It is named for its area of origin, 
the commune of Houdan, in the département of Yvelines to the west of Paris.”  
Wikipedia did not mention the hairdresser’s name, however.   
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Art feature: 

 

 

'fasten-ating' 

 

 
 

 

 

deb dejong 
 

For permission to copy this photo or the gallery   
see  http://www.facebook.com/awedone 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/awedone/photos/a.1433864790218719.1073741828.1395422307396301/1600159776922552/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/awedone/photos/a.1433864790218719.1073741828.1395422307396301/1600159776922552/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/awedone/photos/a.1433864790218719.1073741828.1395422307396301/1600159776922552/?type=1

