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Murphy’s Laws:   

 

   Probably the greatest benefit arising 

from using pastures as valuable parts 

of farms, isn’t in terms of dollar 

profits, but the peace of mind and 

mellowness that naturally develop in 

farmers as they get back in touch with 

the land, and stop running to feed and 

clean up after confined livestock.  It’s 

a lot better to just let the livestock go 

to the feed and spread their manure 

themselves. 

   Pastures are fun!  So shut off that 

160-horsepower articulated tractor, 

climb down from that air-conditioned, 

stereo-rocked cab, and take a leisurely 

walk around your pasture.  Lie down 

under an old tree in the pasture.  Chew 

on some clover flowers.  Enjoy this 

wonderful we live in! 
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Foundations:  Practice good soil-

care.  We think of the soil as an 
organism and work to feed our soil as 
a complex web of life, not as a mine 
for crops.  (See item immediately below.) 
 

News and Views:    

 2016 may be the Year of the Hawkweed.  

In response to a question about how to 

treat a field to get rid of hawkweed, 

Janik Heer replied this way: “Only way 

to get rid of the stuff without herbicides 

is to cultivate the field, re-seed a heavy 

stand for competition and loads of 

fertilizer for the new grass stand to be 

competitive against the Hawkweed. Any 

fields with low fertility and low forage 

plant population--hawkweed will move 

in.”   Comment:  We think Janik is right on 

the mark.  Care for the soil; establish a 

strong population of desired plants, and 

fertilize the field.  

 

 Most of the sources we checked 

recommend cutting winter grains (the 

next spring) when in the “boot stage.”  

We’ve included a diagram to show the 

various stages of grain development.  

 Don’t spray or cut this thistle!  Although 

we couldn’t get a good photo with our 

macro lens, you can probably see that 

the thistle is infested with black aphids 

which are being tended by ants.  The 

odds of this plant surviving to set seed 

are low.  One can hope that the aphids 

and/or ants carry viruses that will attack 

the thistle and cause it to die.  And if 

such a virus occurs, we hope it may be 

virulent! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Once again On Pasture onpasture.com  

has published a great resource, this one 

about doing your own on-farm testing.   
It can be found in the Tuesday, June  

28th, 2016, edition.   
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Photo Essay:   Fall rye crop cut on June 6 and baled on June 7.   Photos courtesy of Rosalie 

Brandsma.  Brantana Dairy. 

 

   

  

“Al and Travis cut it June 6 and baled it June 7 and are wrapping the bales right now,” says Rosalie 
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The crop was spotty.  However, some parts were 5 feet tall. 
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Nostalgia is alive and well. . .   Caleb Stronks and Zacharia Ramadan picked up raked 

windrows of hay and stored it as loose hay in the barn.     
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Forage trials and hunches investigated: 

 

 
Caleb Stronks showing height of Mountainview sainfoin at end of June 

                                                                                                                                                                            

Three views of gravelly pasture.  Grazed twice and 

then about 20 pounds of calcium nitrate applied 

during recent rain.   Calcium nitrate was 

recommended by André Voisin, the grandfather of 

“rational grazing” in France during the mid-19
th

 

century.  It is a fertilizer that provides nitrogen for the 

growing crop.  The N doesn’t remain in the soil very 

long.  Residual calcium may help the soil, however.   

Usually it tests as N=15.5% and Ca=26.5% and is 

mostly used in greenhouses today.  


