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We affirm. . .  

Regenerative farming practices that 

seek to improve the fertility of land, 

aims at ecosystem health and 

environmental diversity.   (Please see 

photo essay on forages re: diversity.) 

 
News and Views:   
 

 How do you reseed bare spots in your 

pastures due to heavy traffic?  Here’s 

what Don Ruzicka does:  “[He] uses a 

hand-operated grass spreader to spread 

nitrogen-enhancing alfalfa and cicer 

milk vetch around the bare patches near 

salt and mineral feeders or wherever else 

it is needed. Since the cattle will follow 

him anywhere, he walks around the area 

he wants to seed after a rain and lets the 

multitude of hooves work the seed into 

the ground for him. This, he says, is like 

the old way the bison enriched the land.”  

Don Ruzicka described in  

http://www.oacc.info/NewspaperArticles/

na_community_ts.asp  

 

Don has also found cattle useful for 

weed control. One successful technique 

has been to spray undesirable plants with 

salt water. Because the cattle like the 

taste, they consume even prickly leaved 

thistles. Molasses worked as well. “You 

can create a culture within the cattle that 

they will come to eat thistle without 

spraying anything on the plants,” Don 

says. 

  

 If grazing animals are removed when 3 

inches of pasture remains, recovery and 

the pounds of dry matter produced per 

day will be much greater than that of a 

pasture kept constantly at a grazed 

height of 0.5 to 1 inch. It may mean 

using more hay initially but once the 

pasture reaches that 3 to 4 inch height, it 

often will produce more feed per day 

than your animals will consume. 

     Once you begin grazing a pasture, the 

best thing you can do to promote growth 

is to practice rotational grazing where 

you allow animals on a subdivision of 

your pasture for a short period, usually 

no more than 3 to 5 days at most, and 

then remove the animals to another 

subdivision while the plants in the 

recently grazed subdivision rest and 

recover and renew growth. 

https://agdev.anr.udel.edu/weeklycropupdate

/?p=3844  

 Urea is an economical source of 

nitrogen. It is not very stable and must 

be used when rain is expected within 

several hours. If it doesn't rain within 24 

hours, 66% of the nitrogen will be lost to 

the atmosphere. Approximately ½ inch 

of rain is sufficient to wash the nitrogen 

from urea into the soil.  Applying 100 

pounds of urea to an acre of pasture will 

supply 46 pounds of nitrogen.   

 

 Tomatoes grown from seed in Iqaluit, 

Nunavut:  June 27, 2017.  Grown 

indoors with lighting.  Photo by 

Elisabeth Gesch, master gardener .   

http://www.oacc.info/NewspaperArticles/na_community_ts.asp
http://www.oacc.info/NewspaperArticles/na_community_ts.asp
https://agdev.anr.udel.edu/weeklycropupdate/?p=3844
https://agdev.anr.udel.edu/weeklycropupdate/?p=3844
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 Annual clovers:  Now that some of us 

are using crimson clover as part of an 

annual forage crop, maybe it is time to 

look at other annual clovers, such as 

berseem, that grow quickly and then 

winterkill.  I wrote to Genevieve Slocum 

to ask her about a possible use of 

berseem clover.  Its leaves look a lot like 

alfalfa.   

 

 Dear Genevieve,  

 “Every website I look at about berseem 

says it is a good crop to use for thinning 

alfalfa stands, but I can't find info as to 

HOW to seed it for that purpose.  Frost 

seeding is unlikely because berseem is a 

tender crop sensitive to Death-By-

Frost.  Do I just broadcast it?   

 

Hi Curt,  

First thing early in the spring is a good time 

to thicken an alfalfa stand with berseem. The 

best way is by drilling it in with a no-till 

drill, but if you do broadcast it, it's good to 

go with the high end of the seeding rate 

range and pack it in.  

 Prep in the fall with a late, short 

cutting so you have more exposed soil 

coming out of winter. We do have the seed 

available when/if you decide to place your 

order.    

Hope this helps you. Thanks 

Genevieve Slocum, King Agriseeds 

 

 

Ed. Note:  Performance Seeds and 

Pickseed—and maybe more dealers in 

western Canada—also sell berseem. 
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Captions for this page (by horizontal row):  1.  Forage mix.  

Height compared to mature grass.    2.  Cows checking out the 

new flavours.  Old cow prefers grass (and eats the seeds first; I 

guess she’s ‘grain fed.’    3.  New section on day three.  Back 

fence.   

 

Photo Essay:  diversity in a forage crop.  This field has two kinds of 

brassicas, one turnip, two types of radish (white flowers in photos), crimson clover, hairy vetch, 

sunflowers, annual rye grass, oats, buckwheat, and field peas.   It was planted the first week of 

May.  The first grazing (see below) began on June 29.   We “walked the cows through” quite 

fast, using a back fence to prevent them grazing too hard.  We hope to get another late summer 

grazing and perhaps a late fall grazing on the brassicas and whatever else survives the frosts.   
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“What?  No salad dressing?” 

  

Variety is the spice of life.  (“But I could do without quite so many radishes.”) 
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Gallery:  a miscellany of seasonal photos

 Two top photos:  road sign where Morden 

Road makes a jog.  Look closer at right.  

Why should there be two signs? 

Oh, yes:    The 

sign points to the 

house for rent.    

Tenant (tree 

swallow) has 

moved in.    Rent 

is much cheaper 

than in Vancouver.    

Did any human 

residents of 

Morden Road 

make an offer?  

Did anyone notice 

the sign?   
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Gallery (continued):  the meat market 

“I believe this particular sheep was a polypay/hamp cross? But I could be wrong. Our friend’s 

farm is quite a melting pot of sheep breeds. They have 

rambouillet, polypay, corriedale, hampshire, and cheviot.  

That sheep did not have an ounce of grain, but it DID have 

some pizza ranch pizza occasionally when the pigs were alive 

because thats what I fed the pigs (pizza slop from the local 

pizza place in town).”     Karl and Katie Gesch, Cedar Grove, 

Wisconsin 

[I wonder if Pizza Hut, Panagopolous, Dr. Oetker, or McCain 

would give maximum weight gain?  And do sheep like 

anchovies?  Yich.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gallery (continued):  Making a planting bed.  

Smother the weeds and turn gravel into a perennial 

or shrub planting bed.  Step 1:  Cover everything 

with cardboard, wads of newspaper, etc.    Step 2: 

Wet down the cardboard and paper.   Step 3:  Pile 

on half-finished compost or weed-free straw or old 

hay.     Step 4:  Sit back a year and let the micro-

organisms do their work.  

 

 


