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We strive for diversity.  Diversity, we 

believe, equals strength in natural systems, 

gardens, pastures and crops.    

 
News and Views:   
 

 When you see the various labels on egg 

cartons at the grocery store, are you 

confused?  “Standard” eggs may be from 

chickens raised in “batteries”—those 

small wire cages with several birds in 

them.  Opposition to this method of 

treating birds has led many big 

producers to switch to “cage free” 

(sometimes termed “free run”) methods 

of raising chickens.  This sounds noble:  

chickens can flock together, fly up to 

roosts and down to the floor, use nest 

boxes, etc.  Here’s what a cage-free 

chicken barn may look like.  

 Probably a great number of Just Farmers 

readers buy eggs from people with 

smaller flocks whose birds are outside 

either in pens to protect them from 

predators or free-ranging.  If you do buy 

from the store and are confused by the 

labels, I suggest that you email the 

company (the address is usually on the 

box) and ask for details as to how the 

birds are actually raised.  At Just 

Farmers we have found that egg-

producers are happy to answer your 

questions.   

 Ornamental fennel growing in 

greenhouse (a follow-up to a previous 

report):  It’s difficult to see the bronze 

colour unless the photo is much larger.   

 

 Companion planting.  After planting 

Oxley II cicer milkvetch two springs 

ago, we turned it under but saved a small 

row along the raspberries as a weed 

suppressant and nitrogen supplier.   So 

far the milkvetch appears a good 

companion but it may prove too 

competitive.  

 

 

  

https://i1.wp.com/onpasture.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Free-range-hens.jpg
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 Several weeks ago we featured the 

possibilities of using drones in 

agriculture.  This week we feature 

another report about a high-tech 

procedure that may possibly prove 

useful in lessening damage to crops and 

sensitive populations of wildlife.  [This 

article is reproduced with thanks to Rob 

Beeseon, Game & Wildlife Conservation 

Trust   www.gwct.org.uk ] 

7/7/2017 

Laser Fence trials underway in Scotland 

By Dave Parish, GWCT Head of Scottish Lowland Research 

The LIFE+ Laser Fence project aims to investigate whether low-powered bird-scaring lasers 

might be effective at excluding various mammalian pests from designated areas. The lasers work 

by shining a bright green spot on the ground – often at some distance from the source – and the 

movement of the spot is what is thought to scare birds away so effectively. 

The hope is that if this method also works on mammals, it will eventually reduce the reliance on 

lethal methods of control, such as the use of rodenticides for example. This is a major project led 

by Liverpool John Moores University with partners in England, Spain and The Netherlands, all 

of whom will be running trials of various kinds. 

In Scotland, we will be running trials at GWSDF Auchnerran, where we will focus on rabbits (a 

major pest on the farm with many thousands of individuals present), deer and some of the 

potential predators of our significant wader populations, including rats. The first [trial], on 

rabbits, has just begun with a period of careful monitoring before we introduce the lasers, and the 

full experiment will last about a month. This uses an automatic laser that is programmed to 

follow a carefully set pattern of movements over the ground. 

t 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dr Dave Parish describing the laser project to 

Scottish Game Fair goers trials 

 

 
 

http://www.gwct.org.uk/
http://www.laserfence.eu/
https://www.gwct.org.uk/farming/auchnerran-scottish-demonstration-farm/
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Feature:   
Young Agrarians Encourage Young People to Learn about 

Agriculture by Working on Local Farms 

 
 Some months ago many of us received a notice about a program that would encourage 

youth employment and farm education by sponsoring university-age young people with wages 

for summer farm work.  This program, titled the Young Agrarian Youth Employment Program, 

is led by Groundbreakers Agricultural Association, and organized by Ally Dick. This program is 

sponsored by federal funding, the Regional District of Bulkley Nechako, Northern Health, the 

Smithers Farmers’ Institute and the Bulkley Valley Credit Union as well as local businesses and 

individuals.   

  The program aims to introduce young people to many different aspects of and types of 

agriculture, from vegetables to livestock, machinery to fertilizers. 

 On July 11, Ally Dick and Janay Ma worked on Eskerhazy Farm.  Below is a selection of 

photos of Ally Dick and Janay Ma as they went about their work.  We hope to include more 

photo essays from other farms later this summer. 

 

 

 

 

  

Janay and Ally with hakurei turnips (kale in foreground). 

Explaining the grazing paddocks and rotation. Herdsman. . . er. . . herdsperson. 
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The Day’s Activities included the following: 

1.  Weeding, thinning and harvesting vegetables.  

2.  Learning to drive a simple tractor. 

3.  Loading and unloading small square bales.  

4.  Top-seeding pasture with hand-held cyclone seeder. 

5.  Moving cows into new paddock.  

6.  Using post pounder and erecting electric fence.  

7.  Shoveling sh-- . . .   (OK, it was a fork, not a shovel and it was compacted wet hay and 

bedding but not that other stuff.)   

 

Ed. Note:  Thanks to Ally for arranging the visit.  Thanks to Ally and Janay for all the help and 

the positive, enquiring attitude.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Janay with a few bales, tractor, old guy and wet dog. 
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The Quiz:  Can you identify the plant that sports this beautiful, delicate flower?   

 

 

 

How about now?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The answer?  It’s a common fenceline or 

roadside plant which our family called hedge 

nettle (aka horse nettle).  It’s a weed that often 

covers disturbed soil in a thick blanket, thick 

enough to prevent thistles from getting a start.    

 

Someone, I think Thomas Howard, once wrote 

a book called Splendor in the Ordinary.  The 

phrase reminds me to look and see what 

beauty is there in mundane plants, weeds, and 

mosses. . . .  Elves might be fine and mighty, 

noble and beautiful, but hobbits have charm, 

too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


