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We affirm: 

 Good soil care.   
We think of the soil as an organism 
and work to feed our soil as a 
complex web of life, not as a mine 
for crops.  (See article below on 
how one eastern farmer uses lime.) 

 
News and Views:  

 Weeds, weeds, weeds.  We’ve written 

about field scabious, weedus 

horribilus.  .  . We couldn’t find any 

records of tansy ragwort in the Bulkley 

Valley, but it is spreading in the 

southern Interior (Hope, Okanagan).  

Here’s what the B.C. Invasive Weed 

Council says about it. 

“Tansy ragwort reproduces mostly 

from seeds blown in the wind, but 

regeneration of shoots can occur from 

crown buds, root fragments, and intact 

roots. Tilling, grazing or other 

disturbance promotes seed germination 

and spread. A single plant can produce 

150,000 seeds that remain viable in the 

soil for up to 15 years. Most new 

growth occurs within 10 metres of the 

original infestation. Seeds can be 

transported in soil carried on 

equipment and vehicles, as well as by 

people and livestock. Tansy ragwort 

reduces forage production of pastures 

by up to 50%, and alkaloids in the 

plant taint honey produced by bees so 

that it is too bitter and off-color to 

market. 

 

 Warning: Tansy ragwort contains toxic 

alkaloids that can cause cumulative liver 

damage in cattle, deer, pigs, horses, and 

goats. http://bcinvasives.ca/invasive-

species/identify/invasive-species/invasive-

plants/tansy-

ragwort#sthash.lyzpIM6F.dpuf 

 Common tansy  may not be poisonous 

dangerous but it is capable of 

spreading rapidly.  (See photo.) 

 
 
Common tansy is very visible in the 

Terrace area and has spread by 

vehicular traffic to the Bulkley Valley.  

A couple years ago there were three 

clumps near the viewpoint 

(Telkwa/Quick) which I removed.  [Ed. 

note:  When I was living in Wisconsin, 

fields of common tansy, goldenrod and 

native grasses were some of the best spots 

for me and Custer, the yellow lab, to find 

pheasants.] 
 

 The “best” place to see invasive weeds 

is near roads, railroads, and boat 

launches.  They are carried on trailer 

wheels, cars and trucks, and railroad 

cars.   Look along the railroad tracks in 

Smithers between the tracks and 

Railway Avenue in summer and you 

http://bcinvasives.ca/invasive-species/identify/invasive-species/invasive-plants/tansy-ragwort#sthash.lyzpIM6F.dpuf
http://bcinvasives.ca/invasive-species/identify/invasive-species/invasive-plants/tansy-ragwort#sthash.lyzpIM6F.dpuf
http://bcinvasives.ca/invasive-species/identify/invasive-species/invasive-plants/tansy-ragwort#sthash.lyzpIM6F.dpuf
http://bcinvasives.ca/invasive-species/identify/invasive-species/invasive-plants/tansy-ragwort#sthash.lyzpIM6F.dpuf
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Common tansy—closeup 

will find more nasty weeds than you 

ever want to see.   For years Mrs. 

Evelyn Jaarsma scoured the railway 

tracks near the family’s farm in Barrett 

for knapweed.   

 Using power washers when your 

equipment moves from an infested or 

suspected area to home makes sense.  

Better yet is this caution:  whenever 

you see a “pretty flower” along a road 

or anywhere there is human 

disturbance, leave it there if you can’t 

positively identify it as non-invasive.  

We once saw some beautiful orange 

flowers along the road and got out to 

look at them:  orange hawkweed!  If 

you buy “wildflower mix” check 

which plants are in it.  If the contents 

are not listed, don’t buy until you have 

contacted the company that packaged 

them and ask for a complete list of 

contents.  We’ve found that reputable 

seed companies will gladly supply 

such a list which you can then compare 

to invasive species lists.   

 

 In response to several questions about 

container gardening, we looked at the 

Smithers Public Library and found a 

useful book called Organic Crops in 

Pots, by Deborah Schneebeli-Morrell 

(catalogued as ANF 635.98).  The 

author gives imaginative suggestions 

for containers:  laundry baskets lined 

with moss, supermarket baskets, 

coconut sacks (I tried to find someone 

with a coconut orchard in the Bulkley 

Valley, but failed), and colanders.  

You’ll need to read the book, lavishly-

illustrated, with lots of sidebars 

containing practical tips.  

 One of our readers dropped off some 

nose tags from QuietWean.  These tags 

are plastic, do not involve piercing the 

septum, but prevent calves from 

nursing.  Developed in Saskatchewan, 

here are some of the claims made for 

the product/method.  This information 

taken from the website:  

www.quietwean.com  

Healthy  
Producers have found that QuietWean nose 
tags reduce “shipping fever” and respiratory 
infections. 

Beneficial  
Calves weaned using QuietWean spend 25% 
more time eating, 95% less time bawling and 
pace up to 15 miles less than traditional 
weaning! 

Efficient  
Successful, low-stress weaning can be 
accomplished in only 4 – 7 days 

We have seven of these tags to give away 

for people who would like to try the 

product.   [Editor’s Note:  We are simply 

giving away the tags we have acquired; we are 

not distributors and have not used them 

ourselves.] 

 In our last issue we reported on PEI’s 

beef producers.  There is a full-page of 

information in the April 2015 issue of 

Canadian Cattlemen that demonstrates 

how the Verified Beef Program can 

http://www.quietwean.com/
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help small producers.  To review, PEI 

“has over 400 beef herds, most in the 

five- to 50-head range.”  In our region 

several beef producers are participants 

in the Verified Beef Program.  Last 

summer the B.V. Cattlemen sponsored 

an information session on the program 

at last year’s field day held at Lemieux 

Creek Ranch.   

Strategies for Managing 
Pasture during Drought  

   At a regional agriculture meeting led by 
two UNBC scientists, Dr. Green showed us 
weather models that predict a continued 
El Niño effect that could mean another 
dry, hot summer.  Among the resources to 
help with planning for drought are 
FactSheets available through the B.C. 
Ministry of Agriculture, John Stevenson, 
agrologist.   
   Allan Nation, one of the premier grazing 
specialists in North America, devotes six 
pages in Quality Pasture to this topic.  He 
points out, for example, that winter 
droughts are “much more serious than 
summer droughts, because they prevent 
groundwater recharge.”  He also points 
out that “droughty pastures are higher in 
dry matter than normal pastures, so less 
grass goes further.”  Continuous grazing, 
says Allan Nation and soils “not limed and 
phosphated on an annual basis tend to be 
very short-rooted and their soils low in 
water-holding organic matter.”   Here’s 
another of Nation’s ideas:  “Care must be 
taken so that the surface of the soil is not 
bared during droughts as this causes the 
formation of a microbial film on the soil’s 
surface that will prevent any subsequent 
small rainfall amounts from being 
effective.”   

   If you would like to order his book it is 
published by Green Park Press,  ISBN 0-
9632460-3-8.  You may have to find the 
book on-line.  It was last reprinted in 
2005.   
 

 
 

Editorial: 
   When we lived in the Fraser Valley, the 
dairy farmers in Delta had periodic cattle 
judging days.  The event—part social as 
well—involved an accomplished dairy 
farmer looking over animals from a 
neighbour’s herd and commenting on 
their condition, conformation, “general 
dairyness,” etc.   
   We think that such peer-led field days 
are just what we need in our area.  Last 
year we visited one farm and learned the 
following:  smooth soil packers may 
prevent water infiltration; clipping weeds 
with no grazing at all during the 
establishment year of alfalfa seedlings 
makes for a better stand; mouldboard 
plowing with a light disking and soil 
mulching may be helpful for getting a 
good seedbed for grain. 
     In a conversation about drought with 
another farmer of wide experience  we 
learned that at one time he planted 
winter wheat in late August, grazed it 
lightly in the fall (assuming there was 
some rain!) and again early in the spring.   
   We find out these things by being 
curious and asking.  A series of peer-led 
field days looking at animals, soils, 
growing or harvested crops need not be 
elaborate:  an announcement in some 
public media, a pot of coffee, 
transportation by hay wagon (if on foot 
we’d need to provide a quad or other 
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device to those with bad knees or hips or 
the other infirmities “flesh is heir to.”)   
    Who will be first to say:  “Hey, if you 
want to see how things are going on my 
farm this year, I’d be glad to have you 
come over on Thursday [give day and ate 
and time]  and share your thoughts with 
me?”   
 

Lime a Key to Good Soil 
Balance and Healthy Crops 

by Meindert Vander Galien, 
Renfrew, Ontario  

 
 

   My farm is on [an old glacial] sea bed.  
It’s a nice clay to work and field stones are 
rare.  But the soil needs to be limed by 
one or more tonnes of lime per acre at 
least every 10 years or so. 
   Until about 15 years ago, liming the soil 
locally was inexpensive, as lime could be 
purchased at a nearby magnesium mine.  
But when the mine shut down, lime had 
to be trucked in by the transport trailer 
load (40 tonnes a load) from Picton, . . . 
200 km away.  Non-farmers think it’s 
fertilizer, and ask why farmers need huge 
trailer loads of it.  

 
Better Yields 

   Crop farmers know that acid soil holds 
back forage profits unless sweetened with 
lime.  When needed, lime is a big crop 
booster that leads to equally bigger crops 
and thus better returns for the farmers, 
who grow alfalfa hay crops for protein 
and milk production.  
   Some farmers consider liming and 
attaining proper pH as the most 
important component of a sound fertility 
program.  With the ever increasing costs 

of other inputs, including fertilizer, one 
thing is for certain:  liming acid soils is an 
absolute must for high yields and profits.   
   What causes soil acidity?  Almost 
without exception, where the average 
rainfall is more than about 25 inches per 
year [ed. note:  we don’t get that much in 
the Bulkley Valley], the soils are naturally 
acid.  When water leaches through, the 
soil becomes acid, no matter if limestone 
itself is the parent rock from which the 
soil is formed.  And sometimes the water 
itself is acid (acid rain).  Also, some acids 
are formed when crop residues and soil 
organic matter decay in the soil.  
   Manure, ammonium nitrate, anhydrous 
ammonia, urea, ammonium phosphates 
and urea-ammonium nitrate solutions 
acidify the soil.  It takes about three 
pounds of lime to neutralized one pound 
of N supplied by these fertilizers.  And it 
takes five pounds of lime to neutralize the 
acidity of one pound N supplied by 
ammonium sulfate.   
   How does liming correct acidity?  Acidity 
is caused by the presence of hydrogen (H) 
ions; pH is the measurement of the 
activity of these H ions.  The 
measurement scale covers a range from 0 
to 14.  A pH of 7.0 means the soil is 
neutral; pH values below 7.0 are acid.  
Those above 7.0 are alkaline.  
 

On Neutral Ground 
   When limestone is mixed with the soil, 
the soil is neutralized by the action of the 
limestone, causing it to become less acid 
and thus raising the pH.  Although calcium 
and magnesium are important 
components of limestone, they do not 
change the pH.  It is the carbonates that 
neutralize acidity.  [Ed. note:  Some of the 
soil tests suggest that we do not need 
dolomite lime in our area; dolomite 
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contains magnesium as well as calcium.  
We probably need calcium carbonate 
CaCO3 if/when we use lime.   
   Crops in general have a different pH 
requirement for optimum growth.  Most 
forage species grow best when the soil pH 
is near 7.0.  And most legumes, especially 
alfalfa and red clover, need a nearly 
neutral soil to promote growth of nodule-
forming bacteria.  A field that will not 
grow alfalfa probably requires lime and 
proper drainage.  
   When three or four tonnes per acre are 
needed, it’s best to split the application 
by plowing one-half down and disking the 
remainder into the surface.  
   How often a field needs to be limed or 
re-limed is best determined by a soil test.  
Some years ago Michigan State University 
soil scientists estimated that from 400 to 
600 pounds of lime are used up per acre 
each year under normal cropping 
conditions in that state. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reprinted with permission of Meindert 
van der Galien and the publisher, Christian 
Courier.  The author commented, “The soil 
test this spring showed some of the fields 
were low in certain things and we had it 
added at the fertilizer plant.  Sulphur, born 
and manganese was added to the mix.  
Soil here is high in magnesium and very 
high in iron.  
 
For more information about lime, calcium, 
and pH you could contact your local soil 
consultant (that would be Norm Dueck of 
GlenAgra for many of us) or ask our 
agrologist, John Stevenson, to point you to 
resources.   
 
A Final Note:  Mr. Vander Galien thinks 
that 200 km is a long way to the source of 
lime.  The last time we used it here the 
lime came from Iowa.   Some industries in 
our area get their lime from Ashcroft or 
Texada Island!   
    

  

No, this is not related to the preceding article.  It speaks for itself. 



  

6 
     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2014 

Art feature: 

 

eggstravagance 
 

 
 
 
 

 
photo credit:  deb dejong 

 
For permission to copy this photo or the gallery   

see  https://www.facebook.com/awedone 

https://www.facebook.com/awedone/photos/a.1433864790218719.1073741828.1395422307396301/1562905170648013/?type=1

