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Foundations:  “Our basic rules of 

agriculture are simple: 

 (1) Do everything you can to get soils 

healthy and mineralized.  

 (2) Do everything you can to make 

livestock healthy and comfortable. 

 

Otter Creek's goal is to raise the bar on 

agricultural quality and to produce food 

that people will love. It's not enough to 

know your farmer—we want you to 

LOVE YOUR FOOD!” 
 

News and Views:    

 Here some practices used at Otter Creek 

Organic Farm.  

www.ottercreekorganicfarm.com/  
 We always start with a soil test. 

 Add any mineral that is in short 

supply, starting with calcium and 

phosphorous and using natural, 

mined  minerals where possible. 

 In the remineralization we also 

provide a balanced diet for the crop 

grown, including the use of compost, 

rock phosphate, potassium sulfate, 

humates, kelp, calcium sources, 

natural mined sea rock minerals and 

all the trace elements. 

 Grow a large diversity of plants to 

extract natural soil minerals and feed 

soil life, in a tight crop rotation. We 

also take every opportunity to grow 

green manure crops; incorporate the 

green manure crops and residues to 

protect the soil and feed soil life. 

 Minimum tillage, either shallow 

incorporation and/or subsoiling for 

air and water management. We like 

keeping this residue ‘blanket’ on the 

soils. 

 Nutritional management includes 

making of compost (stacked, aged 

manure) which is spread on hay 

fields during the summer.  

 In summary, for nutrients, we do 

calcium and soil correctives in the 

fall, a crop fertilizer in early spring 

and when planting, and compost type 

manures in the summer. 

 For soil biology, we grow a large 

diversity of plants, use minimum 

tillage, make compost and inoculate 

seeds, compost and fields. 

 Grazing “higher? 

The grandfather of rational, 

rotational grazing, André Voisin, 

spoke glowingly about quick 

rotations, fertilizing after a second 

grazing (or June, whichever comes 

first), and of taking grass down to 3” 

(9 cm) and letting it grow back to at 

least six inches before grazing again.   

    Voisin’s work was done in France 

on high limestone soils, I recall, with 

an adequate level of rainfall and 

subsoil moisture.    

 

           

  The Perils of 

Ignorant Idealism 

Idealism Idealism 

http://www.ottercreekorganicfarm.com/
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   In the United States, where grass-fed dairy 

products are marketed, dairy farmers are 

discovering that the relationship of milk 

production and protein is not the only thing 

to consider.  When no grain is fed, cattle 

need more mature grass which has 

somewhat lower protein but more energy.   

   Letting cattle eat grass from, say, 12” 

down to 6” may be a more balanced 

approach than Voisin’s method.   

   Regardless of whether this is 

demonstrable, the one thing that is very 

important in our increasingly dry grazing 

season, is that soil should never be exposed 

to the glare of the sun and the drying effects 

of wind.   

    Comment on observations:  As we 

observed cattle on pasture between Prince 

George and Terrace, we saw quite a number 

of fields in which “the cattle were eating 

roots.”  Unless we have a monsoon, these 

fields may not recover all summer.  Perhaps 

it would be better to pull the cattle off these 

pastures early and feed them hay now rather 

than later in the summer.  If “beat up early, 

the grass sward will be compromised for a 

long time.   

 

 Thanks to John Stevenson, Regional 

Agrologist, for the following resource.   
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/forage/pubs/fall_s

eeding_grasses.pdf    

   Dan Undersander reported that seeding 

grasses in late summer or very early fall 

helped in establishment of good stands the 

next year.  A few local farmers and ranchers 

are trying out fall grains for spring forage 

production.  Perhaps it is also time for some 

of us to try late summer seeding of grasses 

as one more part of our climate change 

adaptation strategies.   

   (Note:  Dan Undersander is from 

Wisconsin where late summer may bring 

rains or thundershowers that help in 

establishment.  The results may not be 

transferrable.)   

 Biodiversity.    This word crops up all 

over the place but often without a 

definition.  Here is a definition from 

www.WildFarmAlliance.org :   

“Biological diversity (biodiversity) 

includes variety in all forms of life, from 

bacteria and fungi to grasses, ferns trees, 

insects and mammals.  It encompasses 

the diversity found at all levels of 

organization, from genetic differences 

between individuals and populations 

(groups of related individuals) to the 

types of natural communities (groups of 

interacting species) found in a particular 

area.  Biodiversity also includes the full 

range of natural processes upon which 

life depends, such as nutrient cycling, 

carbon and nitrogen fixation, predation, 

symbiosis and natural succession.”   

To make the definition more concrete, go to 

the website and then click on Biodiversity 

Continuum Chart to find a chart showing 

“activities that increasingly support 

biodiversity and the benefits it provides to 

the farm.”    

 

Here is one “cover crop cocktail from 

King’s Seeds” 

that includes 

seven 

different 

species:  

Contents?  

TriCal 815 

Triticale, 

crimson 

clover, hairy 

vetch, MO1 & 

KB Supreme 

Annual 

Ryegrass, and 

Daikon radish.   Contrast this with either of 

the following to see the difference between 

crop diversity and monoculture. 

 

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/forage/pubs/fall_seeding_grasses.pdf
http://www.uwex.edu/ces/forage/pubs/fall_seeding_grasses.pdf
http://www.wildfarmalliance.org/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/wildfarmalliance/pages/208/attachments/original/1464016905/WFA_Biodiversity_Continuum_Final.pdf?1464016905
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/wildfarmalliance/pages/208/attachments/original/1464016905/WFA_Biodiversity_Continuum_Final.pdf?1464016905


3 
     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2015 

 
 

 
Mono-culture wheat in Washington 

 Our region is more like the “rest of New 

York” (see map at right) in that most of 

us—exceptions are some growers near 

Vanderhoof—want diversity in our 

permanent hay lands.  Thirty years ago, 

we didn’t even put peas with the oats or 

barley for what we called “greenfeed.”   
 

Editorial comment:  Biodiversity is more 

than simply growing a mixture of seeds.  

The dream of a farm being one big field 

with nice, long geometrical fields for our 

machinery means that native shrubs, trees, 

marshy spots, odd corners and wildlife 

corridors may be eliminated.  This would 

mean a simplification of the natural 

environment which makes agriculture as 

well as general ecosystem health more 

precarious in the face of drought or disease, 

for example.   Recently, the farm press is 

covering the importance of fungi for carbon 

sequestration and nitrogen availability.  

These things work best, however, when the 

soil is not stirred, and the when the 

vegetation is varied, according to one report.   

 

Meanwhile, we are still dealing with the 

simplification of our region’s flora (clearing, 

for example) which benefits some creatures 

(need I mention elk).  Steve Kenyon, 

renowned grazier, says he likes to see about 

30% of his land in forest/bush.   

 

 

 
 A Comment on Soil Stewardship 

“The foundation of organic agriculture is 

not only the absence of the use of toxic 

chemicals in food production; it's also 

the active practice of soil stewardship. 

We build the richness of our soils and 

reduce weed and pest pressures using a 

variety of techniques, from crop 

rotations to compost and cover crops, 

which put nutrients into the soil and 

increase the living organisms within, in 

turn nourishing our crops and ultimately 

ourselves."   
 --Elizabeth Kucinich, reproduced with 

 permission of Rodale Press 
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Murphy’s Laws:  No, this doesn’t 

refer to “anything that can go wrong 

will go wrong, but to insights gleaned 

from Bill Murphy, the person who is 

perhaps most responsible for the 

introduction of New Zealand-style 

grazing and fencing to the 

Northeastern U.S.  More to excerpts to 

come in succeeding issues.   

 

“Renovation of permanent pastures on 

much of the land in North America is 

economically or physically impossible. 

. .  because of steep slopes, shallow, 

rocky soils, ledge outcroppings, 

boulders, and brush.  The land is 

considered to be marginal and is in 

permanent pasture because it is 

unsuitable for tilled field crops. 

Besides, good evidence indicates that 

renovation isn’t necessary.  Grazing 

management of the pasture must be 

changed first, not last.  Nothing else 

may be needed.   

 
From Greener Pastures on Your Side of the 

Fence, p. 13. 

Poetry feature: 

 

To Make Tea  

 

we boiled stinging-nettle shoots and 

powdery dandelion flowers 

in cold water tasting of smooth rocks 

and pine needles carried down 

the road in blue plastic pails from 

Gramophone Creek, nettles and  

dandelions from the garden growing 

all around the garden fence 

 

Breathing the liquor-sweet earth-scent 

of dark 

berries in an old green tent in the late 

August sun, mildew 

canvas, old sleeping bags, tongue-

lolling dogs, tent-flaps wide open to  

and sleeping bags barely containing 

and dogs rolling river-wet in  

the summertime poplar-sap fresh-

turned soil evening  

hayfields wood smoke and Saskatoon 

tea 

 

     
 --Kelly Shepherd 

     

 

 

Kelly Shepherd, now of Edmonton, grew up 

in Smithers.  This poem reproduced with 

permission.  Excerpted from Kelly’s most 

recent work, Shift, Thistledown Press, 2016.   

ISBN 978-1-77187-104-4 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Photo feature:  
“Grasses” 

by Deb DeJong, used with permission 
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What I saw:  The field has always been a poor field.  Typical 

luvisol soil. Dry subsoil.  Hard to establish alfalfa.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lessons from a suffering hayfield:  photo essay with comments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top field  (in elevation, not quality. Not a good crop.   “June grass.” 

The scourge:  yellow hawkweed. 

What is going on here?   A healthy sward in a poor field. 
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Old guy showing height of grass in healthy sward. 

 
 

Still some June grass, but  look at the orchard grass, almost absent in the rest of the field. 

My best guess to explain things:   Obviously, 

the healthy sward had more fertilizer.  I had 

taken one load of cow manure (turned, 

composted) and spread it there in the fall.  Not 

so thick that it covered things up.  No surprise 

to anyone who has ever spilled some nitrogen 

that a darker green patch would develop, but in 

this case the response also shows that the 

fertility of the soil is related to the species of 

grass.  Orchard grass obviously benefitted from 

the nutrients in the composted manure, and 

most likely also benefitted from the mulching 

value which preserved soil moisture.  (A 

research project:  find a poor field (!); spread 

manure in strips the length of the field; put 100 

lbs./acre of whatever granulated fertilizer you 

normally use on other strips, and leave some 

unfertilized for control.  Check for how the 

various treatments affect the species of grass or 

legumes as well as the bulk yield.) 


