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Foundation:  We affirm maintaining 

high ethical standards for treatment of 

domesticated animals.  We try to 

mimic animals’ inherited lifestyles by 

allowing cattle and sheep to graze, 

providing rangeland or vegetated 

outdoor pens for poultry, room for 

hogs to root, etc., weather permitting.  
(See below for comment at end of article on 

“The Milk Debate.”)   

 
Errata:  We made a number of errors in the 

last issue which we should have caught.  We 

offer our apologies, especially about names.  

 These are the people whose names we 

got wrong:  Crystal Nelligan;   Liliana 

Dragowska; Mike Dandenault (B.V. 

Wholesale). 

 The Zimmer’s list of six principles of 

biological farming has only five listed.  

The other principle was this:  Test and 

balance your soils and feed the crop a 

balanced, supplemented diet and it was 

actually #1 on their list.   

 The quotation from Andrew Gunther in 

the last issue should also have noted the 

source this way:  “GRACE 

Communications and A Greener World.”  
 

News and Views:   

 Getting rid of horsetails must be the 

must difficult job in gardening.  Here are 

a few things that rarely work: 1) pulling 

stems; 2) digging out roots;  3) covering 

with plastic or organic mulch; 4) 

spraying with Round-up.  Round-up 

may, in fact, reduce competition and 

increase horsetails.   
   Horsetails (Equisetum) are spore-

bearing plants that have tenacious root 

systems and rhizomes. Who can resist 

thinking that pulling up the roots and 

rhizomes will get rid of the plant.  It 

doesn’t usually work, much like 

chopping Canada thistle in the spring or 

early summer.   

 At Eskerhazy Farm, we have only 

one small patch in a perennial bed; we 

are using solarisation (rigid plastic 

sheets right on the ground to weaken the 

plants) following by heavy fertilizing 

and dense flower- and cover-crop 

planting.   

 We have not tried applying vinegar 

but would love a report from anyone 

who has used agricultural/industrial 

vinegar with success.   

 Centaurea is a genus of beautiful 

flowers that are often grown in home 

garden beds.    

 Among the most common is the one 

called “bachelor’s button,” an annual 

that can self-seed but hasn’t caused 

much trouble as an invasive in our area.   

 The perennial forms of scabious 

include nautia (the one I call weedus 

horribilis).  It has a taproot and is very 

hard to kill.  It usually takes hold first in 

fields of low fertility or well-intentioned 

(but foolish) gardeners and expands to 

become a major invasive, noxious weed 

in hayfields and pastures.  Don’t believe 

me:  Ask the good folk around Buck 

Flats in Houston, B.C.      

     We have tried more “advanced” 

perennial members of the scabious plant 

in our perennial garden but they set seed, 

and became hard to control so we don’t 

plant them any more.  We asked the 

seedsman (seeds person for the more 

sensitive reader) why he didn’t mention 

this and he said, quite rightly, “We can’t 

possibly describe every situation where a 

plant may become a problem.  Maybe 

you can warn people locally of plants 

that are a problem in your area.”  So be 

it.  Be warned.   
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 The second most-used herbicide in the 

U.S. is Atrazine which is often used to 

kill broadleaf weeds in corn fields.   

 I remember when it first came out 

and farmers could get away without 

using cultivators.  It seemed like a 

miracle. . . and it was useless hunting in 

many of those corn fields because there 

weedy ground cover for pheasants.  We 

preferred Allan Koning’s fields which 

were full of undergrowth and wildlife 

and a lower yield.) 

 Atrazine is illegal in the European 

Union because it is often found in water, 

including drinking water.  It is legal to 

use it in the U.S. and Canada, but 

Canada is now looking at its safety once 

more.  This may not be a pressing issue 

for Bulkley Valley farmers and ranchers 

who presently grow primarily forages, 

but with a few farmers trying silage 

corn, it is worth taking seriously.  

 In the heart of the U.S.A.’s grain 

country, “Nebraska Farmer David Vetter 

manages an 18-year crop rotation using 

reduced field sizes (12 acres down from 

40) surrounded by undisturbed field 

borders containing 180 native prairie 

species which ensure virtually no pest 

insect problems in his crops.”  You can 

find out a great deal about Vetter’s 

businesses (including milling and 

marketing) by checking out 

http://grainplacefoods.com/our-story/  

 Annual flowers sometimes seed 

themselves.  This is a partial list of them 

and only a few photos.  Some of these 

are so successful that they may rate the 

designation weeds in your garden.  

Besides those in the photographs, here 

are some of the common ones.  You will 

probably know of many more.   

1. Lupins 

2. Sunflowers 

3. Vilosa lilacs 

4. Nicotiana 

5. Pansies and Johnn John-Ups 

6. Candytuft 

7. Some marigold species 

8. Cosmos 

 

 

Photos (from top):  godetia; annual poppies 

mixed with forget-me-nots; phacelia (best “bee 

plant” we know of). 

 

http://grainplacefoods.com/our-story/
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The Milk Debate 
Introduction:  You’ve probably heard the 

reports covering President Donald Trump’s 

comments about Canada’s “unfair” milk 

supply management system.  He gave these 

comments in a speech in Wisconsin, 

“America’s Dairyland,” as it says on license 

plates.  The immediate cause was the news 

that the milk processor named Grassland 

“cut off”--will no longer buy milk from—75 

Wisconsin farmers.  This is related to 

Canada’s action in “closing trade loop holes 

to ship Ultra Filtered milk and protein 

concentrated milk across the border into 

Canada.  Now Canadian milk producers are 

supplying this class of milk at quite a low, 

almost world price,” according to one of our 

local dairy farmers.   

 To complicate things, the 

processor—Grasslands—announced 

recently that it would open a 5,000-cow 

production dairy in the same state as they 

were cutting off local farmers who were left 

with either the possibility of closing down, 

taking early retirement or scrambling to find 

another buyer for their milk.  Fortunately, 

one cheese-maker helped out 18 of these 

farmers by offering to buy their milk.   

 Here is a Canadian response:  “We 

don't feel good about U.S. farms going out 

of business. But you know what? It's not 

our responsibility. It's your own 

responsibility, as a country, to manage 

your production," said Isabelle Bouchard, 

director of government relations for the 

trade group Dairy Farmers of Canada, in 

an official press release, which was 

reprinted in Farm Journal's MILK. "We 

are a nation of 36 million people, less than 

the population of California. How do you 

expect us to (consume) your over-supply of 

milk when we already produce milk for our 

market? By contrast, in Canada, supply 

management — literally matching supply 

with demand — avoids overproduction and 

reduces the impact of devastating market 

fluctuations such as those the U.S. is 

currently experiencing."   

 The Wisconsin Agriculturalist said this 

about the milk processing issue:  

“According to Darin Von Ruden, 

president of Wisconsin Farmers Union, 

at the same time Grassland has informed 

75 dairy farms that it will stop picking 

up their milk on May 1, Grassland is 

also seeking to build a corporate-owned 

5,000-cow dairy in Dunn County.”  In 

the same article, author Fran O’Leary 

commented:  “I was told the average age 

of the farmers who were let go is 34. 

Why? Why would a company want to 

get rid of young dairy producers, unless 

they figure they won't need milk from 

very many farms 15 or 20 years from 

now?” 

 When Just Farmers contacted 

Grasslands, Trevor Wuetherich replied 

to the seeming irony of cutting off some 

farmers while opening a new large dairy 

farm itself:  “Totally unrelated.  We are 

maxed on processing capacity and when 

the UF milk to Canada stopped we 

needed to find a UF milk sale 

domestically to replace it.   However due 

to the surplus of milk domestically we 

could not market it.   Secondarily, as a 

private milk buyer we cannot blend our 

milk price so our only recourse was to 

ask the farms to find alternate 

markets.”    

 Comment:   

 There are many more complexities 

involved in this debate about supply 

management.  One of them is simply the 

size of farms—which is something faced by 

people on both sides of the border.  In 

Kewaunee County, Wisconsin, one family 

farms 13,000 acres and milks 8,000 cows.    

According to the Milwaukee Journal 

Sentinel, “cattle numbers in the county have 

jumped by 62% to 97,000 at a time when the 

statewide cattle population has tumbled by 
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20%, according to the state agriculture 

department.”  The Journal Sentinel 

continues:  “In Wisconsin, the number of 

concentrated animal feeding operations, or 

CAFOs, has grown by 400% from 50 in 

2000 to 252 in 2016, agency figures show, 

and has played a key role in growing milk 

production as farm numbers are falling.” 

 The Kinnard farm grew from 350 

milking cows in the year 2000 to about  

8000 in 2017.  To be fair, you should see the 

clip in which Mr. Lee Kinnard defends this 

growth and its effects on the community, the 

land, etc.   Here’s where to look:  
http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/201

7/04/21/wisconsins-massive-milk-operations-

local-residents-collide/100423944/  
 Here’s our opinion:  There is no 

magic number of cows that dairy farmers 

should handle.  Nor is there an absolute limit 

on what is healthy for the land.  We think, 

however, that when we talk about the 

“family farm” most of us are NOT talking 

about 8,000 cows and 13,000 acres on which 

liquid manure is spread.  I suppose this is 

about as much as a “family farm” as the 

Trump empire is a model of a “family 

business.” 

 We also think that (dairy) confined 

animal feeding operations (CAFOs) are on 

the wrong track.  One of our firm 

convictions is that animals should be 

allowed to express the biological traits of 

their species.  This is to say that dairy 

cows—ruminants—should be allowed to 

graze and spend time out of barns whenever 

possible, taking in account their welfare 

when weather is inclement.  It also has 

implications as to how much grain can be 

fed to dairy cows as protein supplements.  

(But there is no magic number there, either.)   

 

Thanks to Mr. Paul Davidson of Smithers 

for helping me understand this debate and 

my friends in Wisconsin who alerted me to 

the story about Kewaunee County CAFOs. 

  

Words, Words, Words:  Fennel 
 

We bought some seed of bronze fennel—an 

ornamental, not the vegetable bulb-ish 

kind—and wondered about the history of 

fennel.  Here’s what I found (Wikipedia).   

 

 “The word "fennel" developed from the 

Middle English fenel or fenyl. This came 

from the Old English fenol or finol, 

which in turn came from the Latin 

feniculum or foeniculum, the diminutive 

of fenum or faenum, meaning hay.”  

[Ford/New Holland hasn’t yet come out 

with a fennel baler, though.] 

 

 “The Greek name for fennel is marathon 

(μάραθον) or marathos (μάραθος),[3] 

and the place of the famous battle of 

Marathon (whence marathon, the 

subsequent sports event), literally means 

a plain with fennel.” [Thanks to the Rev. 

Joel Ringma of Terrace for confirming 

that the Greek is accurate.]      

Photo:  The way bronze fennel looks “at 

its best.”  Will it work here?  Will it be 

hardy?  Do we want it to be?   Usually 

marked as zone 4-10.   

http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2017/04/21/wisconsins-massive-milk-operations-local-residents-collide/100423944/
http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2017/04/21/wisconsins-massive-milk-operations-local-residents-collide/100423944/
http://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2017/04/21/wisconsins-massive-milk-operations-local-residents-collide/100423944/
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 According to Hesiod ("Theogeny"), [line 

565] But the noble son of Iapetus [i.e., 

Prometheus] outwitted him and stole 

the far-seen gleam of unwearying fire 

in a hollow fennel stalk.   

 Now, don’t you feel better knowing all 

this?  You’ll have to ask someone else 

for the culinary and herbal uses of the 

plant.

   

 

 

The Lite Stuff:  a photo warning 

 
This was cut, tugged, unwrapped, cursed at, and eventually removed from a four-foot-wide 

tractor rototiller’s tines.  You may draw any conclusions you want about plastic twine and/or 

“picking up all the pieces.”  

 

 


