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 If you want to increase winter egg 

production, add light, but. . . Canadian 

Organic Standards require that daylight 

should not artificially extend beyond 16 

hours.   It says in one of my organic 

farming resources that chickens need 

“darkness in order to produce melatonin.”  

(I suppose you could go to the pharmacy 

and buy melatonin and give each of your 

36 layers a half pill of melatonin each night 

and leave the light on.) 

 You can learn about “big” farming by 

practicing the same principles on a tiny 

scale.  Ray Ford, a staff writer for Small 

Farm Canada tried making silage out of 

lawn clippings and plastic bags.  Perhaps 

more of us should try it.  Ray learned about 

the effects of moisture content (wilt) and 

the importance of anerobic conditions.    

smallfarmcanada.ca/2014/making-forage- 
on-a-very-small-scale 

 I handmade bales on a small scale, too.  My 

conclusion?  Fun, but thank the Lord for 

machines.  

                   

If you can't get your spouse to pack the hay by standing on it, 

try getting children to jump on it. 
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Just Farmers:  Principles 

We affirm and attempt to: 

 Maintain high ethical standards for treatment 

of domesticated animals.  We try to mimic 

animals’ inherited lifestyles by allowing 

cattle and sheep to graze, providing 

rangeland or vegetated  outdoor pens for 

poultry, room for hogs to root, etc., weather 

permitting. 

News: 

 Chickens that you might recognize are still 

living wild in southern Asia, where they are 

called jungle fowl.  They are creatures that 

feed in openings in the forest.  Their natural 

behaviours include pecking, scratching, 

flying short distances, and roosting on tree 

branches.  An animal behaviourist looked at 

outdoor chicken runs and determined that 

everything was fine, except that the chickens 

had no overhead cover.  Anyone who has a 

rose bush or pesky blackberry in their run 

knows that chickens prefer this for shade and 

protective cover.   

 Quite a few people are looking carefully at 

the chickens sold by True North Farm in 

Langley, B.C.   Jon and Jana Seinen of 

Houston (Seinenville?)  have been very 

pleased with the Light Sussex and Barred 

Rock  chicks they bought from True North 

Farm (truenorthfarm.com).  Jon also adds 

that he “was very pleasantly surprised to see 

our dogs (two lab/retrievers) not care at all 

about the chickens.  So the chickens wander 

anywhere.  I’ve even seen a chick peck a 

sleeping dog on the nose and no reaction.”   

[If Jon can’t make a living on his Barred 

Rocks and Light Sussex, he can sure help me 

with dog training.] 
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Alternative to the Franken-chicken? 

Cornish X Rocks (Cornish Rock Cross) chickens are 
big, white, and grow quickly.  Many people grow 
these for home use or the market.  Hatcheries 
are working at reducing the incidence of such 
problems as waterbellies and broken legs, and 
some degree of success can be achieved in 
dealing with these problems by means of diet.   

A more fundamental problem may well be that 
these appealing market birds seem to have left 
their “chicken-ness” behind.  They don’t seem to 
be able to forage on their own, and those who 
have tried say that they are unable to reproduce.   

Several local farmers are experimenting with 
Mistral Gris, a chicken that looks a lot like a 
Barred Rock, but which fattens up like a meat 
bird.  Below you will see what they have to say 
about early trials.   

Lesley Jackson of Lauriston Farm says: 

 Mistral Gris (MG) take longer to reach 

marketing weight—about 12 weeks to 

reach broiler size.  By that time they 

have no pinfeather problems and dress 

out at     4 ½ to five pounds. 

 MG have strong legs, are willing and 

able to forage (peck) on the soil, and 

have good feathers.  How much this 

will reduce purchased feed prices is yet 

to be determined.  

 The flavour of MG seems to be 

marginally better than Cornish X 

Rock.  MG has a good meat/bone ratio. 

Informal conversations suggest that some 
consumers—seniors or those with small families--
may prefer the slightly smaller carcasses of MG.    

From others’ experiences, it seems that a farmer 
can keep adult birds, and raise MP (What would 
the plural be:  Mistrals Gris or Mistral Greases?) 
from the eggs of your own flock.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lest we get too serious about chickens, 
read this, from www.kingbirdfarm.com  

 

Our currently producing flock of Red Sex-Links was 

shipped as chicks with no cockerels. We thought perhaps 

this was a benefit, four or five extra pullets, but we were 

wrong. Growing up without cockerels present, I believe the 

pullets came to see us as the dominant cockerels.   The 

sexual response of a hen to a rooster largely involves 

crouching when the cock puts his foot on her back in 

preparation for mating (Damerow 1994). Birds that are 

lowest in the pecking order will crouch when simply 

approached by the rooster. This is precisely what our flock 

began to do. Now I’ve had the occasional hen that will 

crouch when you walk by, as if inviting a pet, but these are 

400 hens throwing themselves to the ground when we 

approach. Feeding becomes a logistical nightmare as each 

step endangers the safety of a poor confused hen prepared 

for her amour. If we do tread upon their backs, upon release 

they stand and ruffle their feathers in apparent satisfaction.  

It’s all very inconvenient and a little disturbing socially. 

 
Reprinted from Organic Farms, Folks and Foods, the quarterly 

newsletter of the Northeast Organic Farming Association of New 

York, Inc., © 2005. 

 

 If you would like a fine diagram about 
how to brace corner posts, check out the 
Fall 2013 volume of BeesCene.  The article 
about fencing and drawings are by Ian 
Bissonnette.  The magazine is edited  by 
Heather Sosnowski  (from Telkwa).   
BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Franken-chicken ? 

 

Please reply if you do not want to receive this newsletter.  If you recommend it to others, we’ll add them to the list if they desire.   

http://www.kingbirdfarm.com/
mailto:BeesCene@bcbeekeepers.com

