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From Just Farmers’ statement 

of principles:     
We avoid the routine use of industrial 

chemical pesticides  [emphasis 

added].  More items below. 

 

News and commentary:  
 There is quite a bit of interest in compost 

“tea” during the past few years.  The 

premise is this:  making compost and 

then “brewing it” before spraying it on 

garden- or farmland will increase the 

numbers of and benefits from the 

trillions of micro-organisms, especially 

fungi and bacteria, thus enriching the 

soil’s fertility.  Reports of a study 

printed in On Pasture 

(http://onpasture.com/2016/02/01/does-

compost-tea-improve-pasture-part-2/)  

suggest that the process may be 

overrated.  Read the entire article for 

more information.  (As usual, we 

recommend reading On Pasture  regularly 

and consider contributing to its continued 

existence as one of the premier on-line 

publications about grazing systems.) 

 What is it?  (Question from Jan. 15 issue) 

This device is to probe a burlap sack of 

grain through the side to see if the whole 

bag is wheat—as in the opened top—or 

if the middle and bottom of the sack is 

cheaper, non-taxed rye.  Source:  Steven 

Illés, who brought the device from 

Hungary.   

 
 Almost a year ago the World Health 

Organisation reported that glyphosate 

(active ingredient in Round-Up) “likely 

has the potential to cause cancer in 

humans.”  Source:  The Wall Street 

Journal and many other publications. 

Comments:  1) I checked the whole list 

of carcinogetic products ranging from 

“carcinogenic” to “probable.”  The lists 

include things like alcoholic beverages, 

radium, wood dust, asbestos, and many, 

many chemical compounds of which 

glyphosate is one.    2) If readers of this 

newsletter—townies, hobby farmers, 

landscapers, farmers—use glyphosate, 

perhaps we should think of it in terms of 

the other items on the list.  Would we 

expose ourselves to radium?  Should we 

wear masks when working with wood 

dust?  Do we use, abuse, or abstain from 

alcoholic beverages?  Do we routinely 

use asbestos products?    We’ll all have 

to make some choices about the items on 

the lists.  Here’s a link to find one of the 

lists:  

http://www.cancer.org/cancer/cancercau

ses/othercarcinogens/generalinformation

aboutcarcinogens/known-and-probable-

human-carcinogens  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Today’s Quote:   

 

"Through World War II, farm life in my 

region (and, I think, nearly everywhere) 

rested solidly upon the garden, dairy, 

poultry flock, and meat animals that fed the 

farm’s family. Especially in hard times farm 

families, and their farms, survived by means 

of their subsistence economy. The industrial 

program, on the contrary, suggested that it 

was “uneconomic” for a farm family to 

produce its own food; the effort and the land 

would be better applied to commercial 

production. The result is utterly strange in 

human experience: farm families that buy 

everything they eat at the store." 

  --Wendell Berry 

(Renewing Husbandry) 
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Editorial: 

Adapting to Drought 

Farmers must also accept reliance on 

herbicide applications to control weeds to 

maintain crop yields, and establish new 

crops, especially for perennial forages. 

Apparent gains in energy efficiency in 

production made through on-farm fuel 

savings may be offset by higher energy 

associated with nitrogen fertilizer and 

herbicide applications associated with 

conservation tillage, depending on the crop 

rotation. Introduction of pulses can be 

highly beneficial for improving moisture 

conservation and energy efficiency. Dry 

peas, for example, have a lower annual 

water requirement than canola and wheat, 

and add fixed nitrogen to the soil. The 

benefits of conservation tillage methods, in 

terms of energy efficiency, are more likely 

to be realized in mixed crop rotations. Crop 

rotations also allow application of different 

herbicides, to slow or prevent herbicide 

tolerance.  

http://www.bcagclimateaction.ca/wp/wp-

content/media/FarmPractices-

ConservationTillage.pdf 

Comment:  There are many interesting and 

valuable insights in this document.  What I 

wish to comment upon, however, is not only 

the assumption that herbicides must be 

routinely used (last sentence), but the 

imperative in the first sentence:  “Farmers 

must also accept reliance on herbicide 

applications to control weeds to maintain 

crop yields, and establish new crops, 

especially for perennial forages.”   It is the 

editorial stance of this newsletter that such 

sentiments about herbicides are short-

sighted as to the long-term effects of routine 

herbicide usage as well as unappreciative 

and disrespectful to those who continue to 

farm successfully driven by alternative 

visions that treat the earth more gently.   

We can think of very specific examples of 

strategies in forage production that do not 

rely on routine herbicide usages.  People 

with well-known names such as Steve 

Kenyon, Gabe Brown, various ranchers and 

farmers who write in On Pasture are 

inspiring to those wishing to be inspired to 

adopt less chemically-dependent 

agriculture.  

***** 

Drought Adaption by the Zandbergs 

Planting fall-seeded grain crops is one way to 
ameliorate the effects of expected summer 
droughts.  Instead of waiting for soil to dry out 
in spring, then tilling it (one or more times), 
packing, and seeding it (all of which make the 
success of the crop more dependent on 
unreliable rains), one can have a crop in place 
with active roots as soon as spring soil 
temperature permits.   
 
Recently, we talked with Marvin Zandberg 
about his experience using winter rye 
(sometimes called fall rye) on several of the 
fields he farms.    The rye was seeded about 
September 15 (2014) 
on two fields—one of 
about 20 acres and 
another of about 30 
acres.  Due to dry soil, 
the seed did not 
germinute  until 
October when it grew 
enough to survive the 
winter.    Marvin says 
that he would 
recommend an earlier planting date, perhaps 
September 1. 
 
Marvin reports disking the field and using a no-
till seeder, placing seed about 1 ½” deep with 
no added fertilizer.   In spring of 2015, when 
many farmers were experiencing extreme 
drought, Marvin saw his two fields produce rye 
in moderate amounts.  

http://www.bcagclimateaction.ca/wp/wp-content/media/FarmPractices-ConservationTillage.pdf
http://www.bcagclimateaction.ca/wp/wp-content/media/FarmPractices-ConservationTillage.pdf
http://www.bcagclimateaction.ca/wp/wp-content/media/FarmPractices-ConservationTillage.pdf
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Blake Zandberg with fall-planted rye crop. 

 
In some places the plants reached about five 
feet in height.  In certain places, poor drainage 
harmed the crop.  All things considered, he 
thinks he yielded a moderate crop—“not the 
best, but considering. . .”.  He made haylage 
from one field and baled the other as dry hay.   
Both were harvested near the end of June.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
What isn’t so sure yet is how to manage the 
fields for the rest of the year.  Traditionally, 
winter wheat growers in the dairy belt would 
frost-seed red clover into the crop in early 
spring and then, after harvesting the grain, the 
clover would produce either a nitrogenous 
green manure, grazing, or even a small 
hay/haylage crop in the early fall.  Other 
options include using a fall-planted grain as 
spring grazing.  

 
 
What impressed us when we talked to Marvin 
and Josie is their willingness to adapt, to be 
creative, and to try out new ideas.  As Marvin 
said more than once, “We can’t just farm the 
way people have always done it; we have to use 
our heads,” as things change.   
 
 

There are a few advantages to living in Kamloops. 
photos by Frank Rhebergen 
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Good News:  Sometimes we seem to be inundated by stories about how the creation is 

being abused.  Here’s a  story of one place—a dump!—where some efforts are being made 

toward ameliorization.  This is about work done on the Glanbrook Landfill Site for the city of 

Greater Hamilton, Ontario.   Source:  press release.   

 
     In 2010, The Glanbrook Landfill Site was certified with the Wildlife Habitat Council 
(WHC) as a Wildlife at Work Site. A certification through the WHC recognizes 
meaningful wildlife habitat management and conservation by demonstrating a long-term 
commitment to managing quality habitat for wildlife, conservation education and 
community outreach initiatives. During the City's application for re-certification in 2015, 
the Site was nominated for a Pollinator Award by WHC and the North America Pollinator 
Protection Campaign (NCPPC) and was subsequently awarded a finalist certificate for 
its efforts. The award was for the pollinator specific habitat enhancements the City of 
Hamilton (City) and Waste Management of Canada Corporation (WMCC) completed at 
the Glanbrook landfill site (Site) over the past three years. 
   Virtually all seed plants require pollinators to survive. Pollinator advocates understand 
just how important pollinators are to food, culture, and life. In the past decade there has 
been a steady decrease of pollinators in North America. "The North America Pollinator 
Protection Campaign (NAPPC), through its recognition and appreciation of Pollinator 
Advocates, encourages their activities and hopes to catalyse future actions on behalf of 
pollinators." The NAPPC achieves this by raising public awareness, educating the public 
and promoting constructive dialogue about pollinators' importance to agriculture, 
ecosystem health, and food supplies. Each year their awards are given in Canada, the 
United States, and Mexico supporting all of the work that goes into protecting North 
American pollinator populations. 
   The City and WMCC have taken that extra step to encourage the return of wildlife to 
the Site. By establishing pollinator habitats, the goal is to raise pollinator population and 
sustain a healthy level of pollinators to both the Site and surrounding agriculture-based 
neighbourhoods. Since the inception of the program, staff have witnessed the return of 
non-nuisance birds, butterflies, honey bees, moths, and bats that support agriculture 
and ecosystems. This has been accomplished by adding two pollinator gardens, 
planting native species around storm water management ponds and hosting bee hives. 
This recognition, in addition to the Glanbrook Landfill Site's 'Wings Over Wetlands' 
award sponsored by Ducks Unlimited in 2012, reinforces the 
City's commitment to 
environmental sustainability of our waste management 
operations. 
 

Photo:  “Baptisia australis, commonly known as blue wild indigo or 
blue false indigo, is a flowering plant in the family Fabaceae.”  
Thus saith Wikipedia.  This is one of the plants now growing in the 
Glanbrook Site.  We have one in our garden, but it probably isn’t 
the wild version.  Baptisia was named Perennial of the Year in 
2010.   
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