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Just Farmers:  Principles 
We affirm and attempt to: 
Use inputs that either hold to or approach the 

principles of organic farming.  We avoid the use of 

industrial chemical pesticides.  Here are 

definitions that may be helpful. 

 Conventional farming routinely uses chemical 
fertilizers, herbicides, and insecticides. 

 Sustainable farming reduces chemical use and 
may use integrated approaches (chemical and 
organic). 

 Organic farming, as regulated, uses natural 
fertilizers, rock powders, and biological 
controls:  no industrial chemicals (or 
acidulated fertilizers) at all.  

 Regenerative farming seeks to improve the 
fertility of land, aims at ecosystem health and 
environmental diversity.   

News:   

 According to the Saskatchewan Organic 

Directorate News, the “The Canada Organic 

Trade Association estimated retail sales in 

2012 at $3 billion and exports at $458 million, 

with most exports going to the United States 

and the European Union (EU).”  

 On the next page, you’ll see a boxed note from 

our resident historian, Doug Boersema. 

 Recently, there have been a number of local 

people talking about growing grain.  The 

GMO question doesn’t arise because there are 

no varieties licensed.  Some local farmers 

“burn down” the field by using RoundUp 

(glyphosate) to control early weeds.  Some 

people say it is impossible to grow grain 

without either a year of fallow or using 

RoundUp.  I’ve attached two photos of the 

Gattikers’ oat field (2013) to show that it can 

be done. 

 For those who keep track of these things, the 

Massey combine used to belong to Ralph 

Visser.   

 There seems to be a demand in the U.S.A. for 

smaller combines.  Ferrari (yes!) make some 

and so do other companies for the Asian 

market.   And there are lots of Chinese 

combines for rice and small grains grown in 

small fields.    

Combining ripe oats 

 Never forget that the cultivation of the earth is 

the most important labour of man.  When 

tillage begins, other arts follow.  The farmers 

therefore are the founders of civilization.”  

   --Daniel Webster 
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Mr. Thompson, who was always called 

"Old Man Thompson" was the pioneer 

who started the sawmill and farm 

where Rene Dieleman now lives. It was 

reported that he had a sweat baler. This 

was a wooden box the size of a normal 

bale of the day. They put the string or 

wire in notches and then started forking 

in the hay. One man had to stomp the 

hay in the box and did lots of sweating. 

When the box was full the strings were 

tied and the bale tipped out.  He would 

have used the bales at his logging camp 

or sold them to  the contractors 

building the railroad. 

Doug Boersema, history editor 
 

Oat-growing on the Gattiker Farm 
     On March 11, Anika Gattiker met with a group 

of people to explain how she and Peter grow oats 

on their farm near Telkwa.   

     The Gattikers spread aged manure on the field 

in the fall, and then plow as early as possible in 

the spring.  They plow approximately eight inches 

deep, aiming for a perfect plowing job with no 

green showing.  Then, after disking lightly two or 

three times, they pick rocks.   

     Next, they use a cultipacker to lightly pack the 

field and smooth the surface.  Anika says that they 

have found that a smooth packer (like a lawn 

roller) makes the surface too smooth and reduces 

water penetration.  

     They seed oats with a grain drill at about 100 

pounds per acre.  Then they wait for sun and heat.  

In a cool year they have the option of making oat 

hay if the crop doesn’t look like it will ripen in 

time for combining.   

     Anika said that their fields did not have a major 

pre-existent thistle problem when they began 

farming about twenty years ago and, except for a 

few in the pastures, they have not had much of a 

problem with thistles.   

     The Gattikers feel that adding calcium to their 

soil has helped them maintain fertility and reduce 

weed problems.  Following their oat crop, they 

seed the field to timothy, brome, and alfalfa and 

sell hay to horse farmers (hence, no clovers).   

They usually don’t take a crop off the land the 

summer after oats, but instead let the grass and 

alfalfa grow, clipping the field to prevent weed 

infestation during the summer as often as 

necessary; usually once will do the trick.   

     With an oat crop and a reseeding summer, the 

Gattikers are set up for a ten-year rotation with 

little or no input of fertilizer, except for calcium.   

 

 

More News:   
 John Stevenson and Curt Gesch have secured 

a sample of wheat—Superb, grown in 

Vanderhoof--courtesy of Norm Dueck of  

Glenagra.  They are also trying to get samples 

of AAC Redwater and Osler.  Added to these 

will be two heritage/foreign varieties for 

informal trials, largely to discover which 

wheat varieties will ripen in a normal year. 
 Our regional agronomist, John Stevenson, has 

been discussing grain growing with other 

agricultural experts and researching long term 

weather patterns. 
 John Stevenson is concerned about soil 

acidification in farmed soils in the Bulkley 

Valley.  At $300 per tonne of CaC03 regular 

liming seems prohibitive in price, so John is 

also looking into regional sources of limestone 

to supply calcium.  There are presently no 

lime quarries in our region.   
 Our historian, Doug Boersema, is checking out 

some history notes about a lime kiln on 

Walcott Road.   
 Bryan Swanburg and Theresa de Groot have 

successfully grown hard red spring wheat, 

emmer, and dried field peas on their property 

near Smithers.  They are continuing their 

trials, hoping to produce grain for local bakers.   
 If you appreciate the approach taken in this 

newsletter and would like to see a complete 

version of the guiding principles of Just 

Farmers, write to cgesch63@gmail.com.  Or 

call the Gesches at 250-846-9511.   
  

mailto:cgesch63@gmail.com
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Please reply if you do not want to receive this newsletter.  If you recommend it to others, we’ll add them to the list if they desire.   
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