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A reminder of who we are: 

Who are we? 

• Federation of “farmers that the industry 

forgot” 

 

Curt and Betsey Gesch relaxing with a load of 

loose hay 

• Often small scale (we might farm ½ acre 

or 5 acres or 20 or more—often less than ¼ 

section/160 acres; sometimes nearer a 

thousand!) 

• Diversity of concerns including health, 

lifestyle, environmental friendliness, holistic 

approach 

• Mostly “part-timers”—need another 

income to survive 

Why another publication? 

• We need regional communications specific 

to the Bulkley Valley in Northern B.C. Most 

of the good things are from prairie sources 

or the Lower Mainland of B.C. (that’s like 

another country compared to the Bulkley 

Valley). 

• There are many local farmers and 

gardeners who have knowledge that is 

“hidden” because of busy-ness, or 

disenfranchisement from any established 

organisation, intentional or not. 

What can we offer? 

• Stories. 

• Photos that either celebrate farming life or 

instruct each other. 

• Resources that one or another of us have 

found useful. 

• Wisdom from more recent immigrants to 

our region. 

• Knowledge that we are not alone. 

 

 

News and commentary:  
 Sometimes people use ranching and 

farming terms assuming everyone has 

the same concept in mind.  Back in the 

previous century (about 1991), we talked 

to a farmer about grazing his cows on 

baled hay “in the fields” and he said, 

“Doesn’t work.”  Now bale grazing a 

common term, and for many people it 

does work.  For a short (4:48 minute) 

description of bale grazing watch 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJpI

vxxVruY  

 Perhaps the grandfather of what we call 

mob grazing is Allan Savory, who 

explains the theory of mob grazing and 

how it mimics natural prairie.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KT

yhCNEUQ4   

 At the recent workshop on irrigation and 

the new Water Act, participants were 

advised strongly to keep records of their 

irrigation by day, amount, hours, etc.  

John Franken of Smithers has been 

keeping track of weather in his journal 

since 1991.  These were recorded by him 

on Billeter Ridge.  See following pages. 

 According to many research trials and 

Grazing Consultant Jim Gerrish, round 

bales used in winter bale grazing 

contribute + $30/bale worth of fertility 

depending on current fertilizer prices 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJpIvxxVruY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJpIvxxVruY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KTyhCNEUQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KTyhCNEUQ4
https://justfarmers.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/p1010003.jpg
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while adding organic matter to the soil.  

Source:  onpasture.com   

  “CKE Restaurants (“CKE”) is pleased 

to announce that the popular burger that 

revolutionized fast food is now available 

nationwide. The All-Natural Burger, 

which launched at Carl’s Jr.® 

restaurants in December 2014 featuring 

the first grass-fed, free-range beef with 

no added hormones, antibiotics, or 

steroids from a major fast food 

company, is now available at sister-chain 

Hardee’s® restaurants.”  Source: 

http://www.businesswire.com/news/hom

e/20150722005473/en/Carl%E2%80%9

9s-Jr.-Hardee%E2%80%99s-All-

National-All-Natural-Burgers  

According to many sources, this grass-

fed beef is all imported to the U.S.A.!  

Australia, New Zealand, and South 

America are the largest suppliers of 

grass-fed beef to the U.S. market. 

  

Quote for Today: 
 One of the things I try to point out in 
several of the essays [in my book]  is 
that it’s important for us, whatever 
we’re doing, to live in the place we’re 
living and that starts with living in our 
own bodies instead of on television 
or on the internet. You don’t have to 
farm to do that, but farming, at least 
farming the way we do it here on this 
farm, kind of insists on it. I guess I 
feel pretty lucky, I’m not sure that 
with another occupation I would 
have been led into the kind of 
approach to my surroundings that I 
am.      –Jim Van Der Pol, interview 
about his book, Conversations with 
the Land.   

http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20150722005473/en/Carl%E2%80%99s-Jr.-Hardee%E2%80%99s-All-National-All-Natural-Burgers
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20150722005473/en/Carl%E2%80%99s-Jr.-Hardee%E2%80%99s-All-National-All-Natural-Burgers
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20150722005473/en/Carl%E2%80%99s-Jr.-Hardee%E2%80%99s-All-National-All-Natural-Burgers
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20150722005473/en/Carl%E2%80%99s-Jr.-Hardee%E2%80%99s-All-National-All-Natural-Burgers
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Spring Photos   

(all from March 2016) 

 
Traditional:  Kamloops, B.C. 

-Bee in crocus.   

Frank Rhebergen photo. 

 

 

Traditional?  Billeter Road, Smithers 

-Pine marten on suet feeder 

-John Franken photo. 

 

 
 

 

Traditional (Goose Bay, Labrador):  “Labrador the Beautiful”  

-Photo by Elisabeth Gesch  (“on my way home from work”) 

 


