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Foundation:  Practice curiosity.  

We consider research, discussion, 

learning from our neighbours and 

regular walks through our property as 

essential to our vocation.  The use of 

drone photography is not a replacement for 

walking through one’s property but it can be 

a helpful supplement.   (See below.) 

 

News and Views: 

 Oops!  We’ve been busy and forgot to 

finish this newsletter on time and also to 

confirm permission to use a couple 

quotations, so they had to be postponed 

until next time.  I apologize for this.   
 We’ve been thinking about drones lately 

and have talked to several ranchers with 

large properties about how they plan to 

use the dronesand/or drone photography 

to help them.  Recently, Mr. Eric Becker 

of BV Solutions brought his drone to 

Eskerhazy Farm and took photos of our 

153 acres which we found very helpful 

in understanding the geography of the 

land, the watercourses and seepages, and 

so on.    If you are intrigued, please look 

to the end of this newsletter to see 

information about BV Solutions.  We 

feel that there are many valuable ways to 

use this technology.  If there are other 

companies  you know of who provide 

this service, we’ll print their names in 

the next edition of this newsletter.  

(After that, no more advertisements will 

be placed here on this topic.) 

 Health Canada has notified BASF 

Canada that it has no objection to the 

confectionary use of seeds derived from 

Clearfield™ sunflower variety X81359, 

which is tolerant to imidazolinone 

herbicides.  Confectionary usage of 

sunflower is primarily in baking, raw 

shelled seed consumption and direst 

whole seed snack consumption. . . . 

BASF Canada developed Clearfield™ 

sunflower variety X81359 that is tolerant 

to imidazolinone herbicides by 

traditional plant breeding techniques. 

The basis for the herbicide tolerance is 

the expression in the sunflower plant of 

a mutant acetohydroxyacid synthase 

(AHAS). Health Canada has previously 

indicated no objection to the sale of 

ClearfieldTM imidazolinone tolerant 

wheat (Teal 11A, AP205CL and 

AP602CL), Lentil (RH44), Rice 

(PWC16, CL121, CL141 and CFX51) 

and oil usage of Sunflower (X81359) for 

human food applications in Canada.  

Source:  www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fn-an/gmf-

agm/appro/clearfield_sunflower-

tournesol-eng.php  

 Thanks to Harriet Hall for these two 

photos of grazing sheep.  Here are 

Harriet’s descriptions:  “This flock:   

Twenty-five years of a closed flock of 

ewes  with whatever Ram import I came 

across. Selected for colour, twins, good 

mothering and milk, good size /meat and 

BIG hair… ancestors include Border 

Leister, Suffolk, Polypay, Dorset and 

Cheviot. . . .  (Bottom) Three butcher 

lambs.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fn-an/gmf-agm/appro/clearfield_sunflower-tournesol-eng.php
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Forgiven by the Land 

by Don Ruzicka, Killam, Alberta 
www.sunrisefarm.ca/  

(Ed. Note:  Long ago books were often serialized, i.e., each week or month a new chapter of a novel or 

other book would appear in a periodical.  This made for anticipation by the readers who couldn’t wait to 

get the next episode.  Charles Dickens wrote some of his famous books this way.  Just Farmers is 

serializing part of the farming/life story of Don and Marie Ruzicka whose farm is “still in the process of 

becoming sustainable.  © Don Ruzicka, 2017 and Eskerhazy Publications.  For permission to reprint, 

please contact the author.) 

[The last sentence in last month’s report by Don Ruzicka was this:  “We live in an impatient 
and extremely busy society and I ponder what it will take to allow society a chance for its 
soul to catch up.”] 

“Waiting for society’s soul to catch up” 

This metaphor speaks loud and clear to me. Looking back, if I would have unshouldered the 
load and waited for my soul to catch up, perhaps I would not have made the wrong 
decisions on the land.  Perhaps nature would not have taken a destructive hit on our farm.  
Taking more time and attempting to understand what nature needs to flourish would have 
saved the rebuilding process which took a lot of energy and resources.  Or perhaps there is 
a message here for others so that they won’t repeat what I have done. 

It took: 

- Eleven years to bring the meadowlarks back 
- Six years to get the occupancy rate on our bird houses up to 97% 
- Ten years to bring the riparian area back to good health 

Having learned what it takes to restore the land, or as I prefer to call it, paying off the 
ecological debt, I have concerns about what the cost of this debt is from industrial 
agriculture.  If we think we can continue to accumulate this debt, then we are stealing the 
future away from the next generation of farmers. Climate change will make it increasingly 
difficult to repay this debt.  Nowhere do I see this being addressed in agriculture papers or 
magazines.  It appears as though this debt can be forgiven or pardoned as “we have to feed 
the world.” The many examples of failure in Jerrod Diamond’s book, Collapse, come to mind 
as industrialized farming cultures increasingly preach this way of thinking about food and 
the land. 

The Amish provide us with a wisdom that addresses this and is simple but so true.  
Whenever an opportunity comes to their farms in the way of innovation or farming 
technology, they gather as a community and ask the question, “If we adopt this into our 
farming methods, how will this affect our community?”  They have come to the realization 
that their community includes the land and everything on it.  Modern industrial agriculture 

http://www.sunrisefarm.ca/


3 
     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2017 

has not read this far in the book because they have fallen for the false promises that are 
compromising the health of the land and the food that it grows.  

I have gone on long enough and I hope the “story” will make some sense to others.  Living 
here on the farm, immersed in nature, examples show up on a yearly basis that provides 
direction and wisdom as to which path to take.  A diverse farm that provides resilience and 
strives to be sustainable is spelt W-O-R-K.  Yes, it is a lot of work but for me it is a labor of 
love. 

Looking back on the journey, I can think of no other way of farming in this “place.” When 
one of the ways of making an income--pork, poultry, beef or custom grazing--take a hit 
financially, the others seem to always suck it up.  It takes a lot of financial pressure and 
mental stress off the farmer.   

I have many examples that have inspired me to choose from, but to bring some closure, I 
have decided on the example of the mountain bluebird as it is very close in meaning as is 
the meadowlark experience.  They are a beautiful iridescent blue in color and when they 
fly, they are indeed poetry in motion.  They give example of what the family should 
embody.  The male helps to feed the young and when predators show up, he attacks by dive 
bombing and chattering warnings. 

In most cases, the nest is made of native grasses knitted together in a perfect clockwise cup.  
Usually, from four to nine eggs are laid, and once hatched, the young fledge the nest in 
about fifteen days and begin learning how to find food from their parents. 

I discovered that on many occasions, the nest is cleaned out after they fledge and it looks as 
though it has never been used.  Not a blade of grass is out of place and not a speck of bird 
droppings or any form of litter can be found in the nest.  In a drought, because there are an 
abundance of grasshoppers for food, the adults will often return to the nest and lay eggs for 
another hatch as the nest is in order and all ready to go.  

The example here for me is that there is great wisdom in leaving our “nest,” wherever it 
may be on this planet, clean and inviting for those who come after us.  If this thinking 
should become universal, there would be no worries about future generations having to 
“forgive” us for not leaving the planet a better place that when we arrived. 

One more thing, I have now proceeded through thirty years of living with Crohn’s disease 
and not yet having to take a drug.  The joy of caring for the land and raising our own food, 
we feel has a lot to do with it.  Maybe, just maybe the forgiveness factor is larger than I 
originally thought. . . .     Don Ruzicka,  Killam, AB  

(conclusion of series) 
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Voles: a response by Dina Hanson   
[Ed. Note:  The extra attachment that accompanied last edition’s newsletter brought this response from 

Dina Hanson of Quick, B.C.   We got more response to the notice about voles than any other topic this 

past year!] 

 

Hmmm...a tribute to voles!   

 

Now, I appreciate the microcosm, and any other cosms, for that matter, but 

those little scoundrels ate the tops off every beet, almost every carrot, some 

potatoes...and even enjoyed some feasting in the greenhouse (how DARE 

they?)!   

 

Never before have we seen such 'highways', made by their little feet, between 

the surrounding fields and the compost box and the garden.  Of course, raptors 

were most welcome to them, but there obviously weren't enough of them, or 

they were not sufficiently hungry, because the vole population blossomed over 

the summer of 2016. 

 

To our knowledge, a caribou has NEVER done harm to our food production!  

So, when it comes to gardening, my vote is for the 'bou and not the vole! 

 

 

 

 

 

Voles celebrated their Thanksgiving Day 

in the pumpkin patch, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small caribou at the Telkwa Airstrip on May 7, 

2010.    (Sadly, there are not enough caribou 

left in the Telkwa Range to make trails.)   

  

Via Dina:  mole 

superhighway, 2016 
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

SERVIiCES    
Contact:   BV Solutions 
bvsolutions@gmail.com 

250-847-1173 

Agricultural: Real Estate: Emergency: 
Crop inspection Homes Flooding 

Livestock Monitoring Properties Search  

Livestock Control Locations Damage Record 

Fence line inspection Access Routing   

 

Equipment:   

DJI Mavic Pro drone, with 4K video capability, and 12 megapixel still 

camera, stabilized with a three axle gimbal. 

mailto:bvsolutions@gmail.com
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What do you see from this aerial photo?  (Eskerhazy Farm, Quick) 

1.  Top left corner:  a water source coming from the east (top of photo) with a small pond on the 

border of the property.  Pond used by wildlife and possibly for future cattle watering.  

2.  Left side:  ditch dug long ago to “rationalize” field edge and enable hay-making on the big 

field by keeping the water from wandering irregularly.  (See below.) 

3.  Top left to centre in middle of field:  ancient drainage lines from long before agriculture 

started in this area? 

4.  Wavy west edge (bottom of field):  the sinuous line of spruces indicates the ridge (esker).  

The ponds/ditch eliminate(s) wet spots in field that were the cause of  big ruts from farm 

equipment.  They also reflect the natural features of the landscape and create water and riparian 

zones for wildlife.   The two biggest can also provide lifestock water. 

5.  The darker brown on the bottom (west) of the photo shows the swamp/muskeg that is 

preserved for wildlife.  It is wet but not boggy with some white spruce.   

6.  Top right (northeast):  farmstead, garden, experimental plots, cowsheds and paddocks for 

rotational grazing. Just east (above) the dark lane is another esker.  



8 
     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2017 

#1 --  cottonwood catkins  

#2 – hazel  (female and male flowers) 

 

Spring Flowers:  Here are a couple you may have missed.  

 

1.  Splendor in the ordinary.  

2.  The most delicate flower of all? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiny, tiny flower. 


