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We Affirm:   (by Nancy Sleeth  

qideas.org/articles/almost-amish) 

. . . I discovered some Amish 
principles we can all try to emulate. 
These principles (similar to the list 
that Wendell Berry laid out more 
than two decades ago in Home 
Economics) provide guidelines for a 
simpler, slower, more sustainable 
life. They offer me hope. 
1. Homes are simple, uncluttered, 

and clean; the outside reflects 
the inside. 

2. Technology serves as a tool and 
does not rule as a master. 

3. Saving more and spending less 
brings financial peace. 

4. Time spent in God’s creation 
reveals the face of God. 

5. Small and local leads to saner 
lives.    (There are ten points in the 

entire list.) 

 
News and Views: 

 

 Here’s something that you just needed 

to know:  (Western Producer - Posted 

Sep. 11th, 2014 by Robert Arnason.)  

A weed that has devastated cotton and 

soybean crops in the southern U.S. has 

crept into South Dakota, 500 

kilometres from the Canadian border.   
North Dakota State University weed 

scientists reported this summer that 

Palmer amaranth, which can grow to 

four metres in height and can have a 

stem the diameter of a baseball bat, is 

moving into the Northern Plains.  (This 

information is available at 

Farmwest.com.  Palmer amaranth is 

also known as Palmer pigweed and 

“careless weed.”   West Fraser Mills 

may be interested if it ever gets this 

far.)  

 

 
 

 The new board of directors for the 

Bulkley-Nechako Regional District 

will be made by vote (or acclamation) 

on November 15.  One of the items 

that will be on the agenda for the new 

board of directors will be the new 

Agricultural Land Reserve rules.  

Please speak with your local 

representative (for some it is your 

mayor) and do not be hesitant about 

giving input.   

 Through the good graces of the B.C. 

Forage Council and Dr. Surya Acharya 

and other agriculturalists, the Bulkley 

Valley will be able to hold some small-

scale forage trials of six different 

legumes in 2015.  Our agronomist, 
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  It looks like a radish . 

John Stevenson, has been advocating 

research into forages that may help us 

with local conditions that may be 

changing with our climate.  Now we 

will be able to try out small quantities 

of the following seeds:  two varieties 

of sainfoin, two of cicer milkvetch, 

and two alfalfa varieties.          

John Stevenson is organizing one or 

two trial sites and Curt Gesch 

(Eskerhazy Farm) the other.  

 

 

 

 

    

New Crop Report:  Tillage Radishes 

A couple summers ago, Matt Taylor mentioned tillage 

radishes to me as a crop that could help break up soil 

compaction.  I decided to check out the claims for this 

product.  Here they are:  1) the crop is sown in summer and—

like many radishes—grows fast (if it gets rain or irrigation); 

2) the long taproot breaks up hardpan and plow sole layers, 

allowing the movement of air and water in the soil; 3) the 

crop traps and saves excess nitrogen in the soil; 4) it does not 

survive the winter, so the roots rot, forming channels to allow water to seep into the soil.   Some 

people allow cattle or sheep to graze the tops and roots, but that is not the main reason for 

growing tillage radishes.  

 

I planted my small crop on August 18, following peas.  This is probably several weeks too late.  

With the drought, I had to water the seeds once to get things going; they emerged August 26.  

Because I planted in a clean seedbed, I did no weeding.  I dug up a few plants and took photos on 

November 1.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of the patch on November 1 
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Comments: 
1.  It seems to me that these radishes are useful primarily for people who are farming grain or 
another crop that involves heavy machinery on the land.  
 
2.  I can’t imagine this crop would get a good start in central B.C. without irrigation.  I don’t 
know if it would grow enough after barley to perform its function.  It is 
possible that someone might grow tillage radishes after a crop of 
barley/oat/pea silage or haylage to help prepare for the next year.  It is 
also worth considering growing a green manure crop, turning it under, 
and then growing these radishes to trap the nutrients.  That would 
amount to a “green fallow” year.  It may be worth considering for 
some of our poor soils.  
 
3.  The plants in my trial plot produced roots about 12” (30 cm) long.  
You can see from the bottom radish that the taproot is long and 
extends deeper than what is shown (no doubt I sheared it off).   
 
4.  I don’t know the value of the crop for water percolation and/or 
compaction reduction  if the radishes are grazed.   

 
5.  I wonder if sweet clover would be better 
for the purpose of reducing soil compaction 
if you are planning to do a fallow year.   I 
found some information about sweet clover 
roots.  

Here’s what some information I 
found about sweet clover roots.  

Early Development.--Seven-weeks-old plants were found to possess 

strong taproots which ran vertically downward to depths of 2 to 2.6 

feet, although the roots were only 1 to 3 millimeters in diameter. 

They were exceedingly well branched throughout their course, even 

to their tips. The branches were small and mostly 2 inches or less in 

length, although some had reached lengths of 5 to 6 inches. 

Tubercles were abundant (cf. Fig, 105).  Source:  
www.soilandhealth.org/.../010139fieldcroproots/010139ch14.html  

I didn’t dig up any sweet clover roots to check this out.   

Photo at right is  sweet clover plant 63 days old grown in upland soil.     
This information  gathered in the prairies of the U.S.A.  with quite 
different conditions than we have here, but it gives some indication of the strength and length 
of sweet clover roots.    Locally, I remember that Harold Kerr grew sweet clover along Highway 
15 as a hay crop some years ago.  I will try to get a report from him before too long on how that 
worked out.   

The tillage radishes I grew look like 
daikon type. 

http://www.soilandhealth.org/.../010139fieldcroproots/010139ch14.html
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Fall Photos: 
 

 

 

 

  

Frilly remains of the beautiful fireweed flowers.   A painter might call 
this, “Filigree in Dun.” 

A stand of fireweed.  First came spring shoots, which 
taste a like asparagus.  Then the summer fronds—as 
close as we come to palm leaves.  The flowers are 
superb sources of food for bees, wild and domestic.  
Then, in autumn,  this forest which shows up nicely 
against yellow willow leaves.   

Lemieux Creek after the rains came to refresh everything.   
In German, maybe we would call this Lauterbach (“Pure 

Water Creek.”) 
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 (The photos in this section constitute our reply to people who complain that 

we don’t have a beautiful fall, “like they do in the east.”) 
 
 

Wild rose leaf 

Large cottonwood leaf 


