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Foundation:  We are stewards, not 
owners, of the land we farm.  We are 
accountable for the way our land use 
affects the environment which 
includes land, water, air, plants, 
animals, and human beings.    

 

News and Views: 
 For all of us who wonder why certain 

farm and garden seeds are so hard to 

find. . . here is a list of seeds available in 

Charleston, South Carolina, during the 

American Civil War.  Our modern 

seed-production and distribution systems 

have a way to go to beat the past! 
We are in receipt (per steamer Hammonia) of 
our European Turnip Seeds, etc., viz:   Yellow, 
Red, and Purple Top Rutabaga Turnip, White 
Hanover Turnip, Large White Norfolk, Large 
White Globe, Large Red Top, and Dale's Hybrid 
Field Turnips.  Yellow Aberdeen, Yellow 
Maltese, Early White Flat and Red Top Flat 
Turnips.  Asiatic and Walcherene Cauliflower, 
Early White and Purple Broccoli, Kohl Rabbi or 
Turnip-rooted Cabbage.  Green and Brown 
Curled Kale, Green Curled and Drumhead Savoy 
Cabbages, Brussel [sic] Sprouts.  Large Late 
Drumhead, Large Late Flat Dutch and Green 
Glaze Cabbages, etc. 
Source:  CHARLESTON MERCURY, July 2, 1860, 
p. 3, c. 3.   

 As a child, all our German relatives grew 

kohl rabi; they made it into soup, but I 

still only like it raw.  Standard varieties 

like Early White and Early Purple 

Vienna are delicious, but tend to get 

woody as they mature.  Newer varieties 

such as Kossak keep their tenderness and 

can be stored for months in a root cellar.  

I saw some at the Smithers Farmers’ 

Market in August that were about 8” in 

diameter!  I grew a row of these giants 

and fed them chopped to the cows:  they 

preferred kohl rabi to cabbage leaves, 

rutabaga (tops or chopped roots), 

broccoli (stalks and leaves) and forage 

beet roots.  The cows’ choice:  1) beet or 

chard leaves and stems (really about the 

same plant); 2) kohl rabi and forage beet 

roots (tie).  Rutabagas (swedes) are the 

slowest to germinate and grow, but 

produced the biggest harvest.  Some are 

more than 9” across, and very ugly with 

irregular roots this year.   

 We predict that the next “new” thing in 

forage farming will be roots for silage 

(in Europe this practice is flourishing) 

and that some of the large companies 

will develop patents on GMO-fodder 

beets, as they have sugar beets.   See 

http://www.non-

gmoreport.com/articles/jun08/sugar_beet

_industry_converts_to_gmo.php for 

more information.   

 Did you know that a child, upon seeing a 

kohl rabi, described it as a Martian 

wearing a headset? 

 This photo unrelated to any articles on this 
page.  Source  

http://agrariannation.blogspot.ca/2011/07/gro
wing-harvesting-corn-by-hand.html 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For scoffers about the Amish, consider history, soil 
health, and farm succession first.    Photo is an aerial view 

of corn shock rows on an Amish farm.   

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-06K2_bkYgZ8/ThCoIJUkyPI/AAAAAAAADDw/r1j6dbx04As/s1600/Amish-Corn-shocks-aerial.jpg
http://www.non-gmoreport.com/articles/jun08/sugar_beet_industry_converts_to_gmo.php
http://www.non-gmoreport.com/articles/jun08/sugar_beet_industry_converts_to_gmo.php
http://www.non-gmoreport.com/articles/jun08/sugar_beet_industry_converts_to_gmo.php
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 WANTED:  Someone (person or 

organisation) who has time and business 

savvy to co-ordinate ordering of various 

tree fruits, many of which are available 

only in Quebec.   

 WANTED:  Someone (person or 

organisation) to organise sourcing and 

transportation of rock phosphate, organic 

seeds, mined potassium sulfate 

(recommended by Dr. Dan Undersander, 

forage expert).   
 

 

 

 

Comments on the B.C. Forage 

Council Field Day 
(October 20, 2015) 

 (Look for coverage of this event in Beef 

in B.C. and Country Life B.C., courtesy 

of Chris Yates.) 
 We visited three farmers who showed us 

their trial areas.  These were 

“demonstration-sized plots, not 

"research style plots.”  Catherine 

Tarasoff (agrologist) explained the 

difference to me this way:  “Research 

plots tend to be small and intensely 

monitored/measured (often require 

specialized research scale equipment like 

mini combines, etc.), whereas 

demonstration plots are farm-scale, 

using typical farm equipment. The size 

really just depends on what is practical 

for the farmer and how much they want 

to 'experiment'.  Recall that the great 

thing about on-farm demonstration 

research is that you can do baby-steps 

(financially less risky).” 
 We met at the Ruiter farm.  There Butch 

Ruiter showed us his field, part of which 

was swathed for swath grazing.  The rest 

had standing oats with Winfred brassica 

(a hybrid between turnip and kale).  
 

 See the following website-- 
http://stephenpastureseeds.com.au/flipbo

oks/504295494/files/inc/504295494.pdf 

--for more information about this type of 

brassica.  Butch Ruiter is hoping to gain 

about one month of high quality fall 

grazing by this intercropping method.  
 We also travelled just down the road to 

Traugott Klein’s experimental plots 

comparing six kinds of alfalfa laid out in 

strips in a 300-acre field of Stealth 

alfalfa.  Mr. Klein (manager for Tophay 

Agri-Industries Inc.) explained his 

methods of soil preparation, fertilization, 

and soil care.  Remarkably, the soil pH 

was only 5.7, and yet good crops are 

achieved without adding the lime and 

potassium that a soil test would indicate 

are necessary.  The cost would be 

prohibitive, said Mr. Klein. 
 Our third stop was south of Fort Fraser 

at Wayne Ray’s farm, where we saw a 

number of larger test strips (maybe five 

acres each).  Wayne Ray is looking at 

seeding rates (low vs. high) and single 

variety vs. mix (alfalfa).  Mr. Ray 

explained about problems getting the 

crop in on time, some weeds that 

appeared without invitation, grasshopper 

damage, and noted the almost incredible 

(631 mm or about 24”) of precipitation 

he had received during the summer.  Mr. 

Ray also supplied us with a written 

reflection of his experiences.  
 We heard an oral report from Jon 

Solecki who—like the others—worked 

with agrologist Catherine Tarasoff—in 

conducting his tests.  Jon Solecki is 

looking at 5 species of grasses :  

meadow brome, crested wheatgrass, 

creeping red fescue, Russian wildrye and 

western wheatgrass on sites with versus 

without 'passive fertilization' (where he 

winter feeds). 
 Overheard at the field day:  Mr. Klein 

was asked how he could get good yields 

http://stephenpastureseeds.com.au/flipbooks/504295494/files/inc/504295494.pdf
http://stephenpastureseeds.com.au/flipbooks/504295494/files/inc/504295494.pdf
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of alfalfa when the pH was too low and 

potassium limited.  As best as I can 

recall, the answer was this:  “I think that 

the soil is basically in balance and that 

helps a lot.”  Comment:  I think these are 

wise words and that we could all benefit 

from looking not just at the amounts of 

various nutrients but also the balance.   
 We offer our thanks to Catharine 

Tarasoff, Lavona Liggins (B.C. 

Department of Agriculture, P.G.), the 

co-operating farmers, and the B.C. 

Forage Council for their encouragement 

by means of this field day.  
 

 

 The paragraphs and photo below come 

from the Wild Farm Alliance newsletter 

with permission.   
 

“This is the time of year where bats often 
get a bad rap and mistaken identify for 
vicious blood sucking creatures.  
 

An old Halloween lore, unless of course you 
are the larvae of a corn earworm moth. 
 
Corn earworm moths and their larvae can 
devastate corn, tomatoes, and cotton 
crops.  
 
But a recent study was just released 
showing the enormous benefits bats 
provide in pest control, especially for corn. 
This study looked at the bat predation of 
the corn earworm larvae in Illinois.  
 
It found that the fields where bats were not 
permitted had 60% more earworm larvae 
and 50% more fungi, likely introduced by 
the larvae. 
 
In total, bats boosted corn crop yield by 
1.4%, which worldwide equates to more 
than $1 billion in service to corn growers.”   
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Feature:  Egg-Art 

 

Pretty EGG-cited ... My spring pullets are starting to lay!! 

Check out the beauty chocolate brown egg from one of the Cuckoo Marans 

 

 
 

Donna Rennison 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10153803886519274&set=gm.1648569265401124&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10153803886519274&set=gm.1648569265401124&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10153803886519274&set=gm.1648569265401124&type=3

