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Foundation:  We are stewards, not 

owners, of the land we farm.  We are 

accountable for the way our land use 

affects the environment which 

includes land, water, air, plants, 

animals, and human beings.  (See 

Today’s Quote and Editorial below.) 

 

 Here is how Venator Ranches, Ltd., of 

Hudson’s Hope thinks about ranching 

and stewardship:  “One of the most 

important goals set for our ranch, is that 

it works and runs in harmony with our 

environment and with nature. That 

means our land use practices are built 

around long term sustainability. When 

it's our turn to pass the ranch over to the 

next generation, it will be in better shape 

than when we started managing it; after 

all we are just borrowing the land from 

the future generations.”  Used with 

permission.   Source:  

http://www.venatorranches.com/  

 

News and Views:   

 After we published that little piece about 

the “suspended-on-a-dowel” mouse trap, 

we found out that many people were 

already using a variation on it.  Others 

tried it for the first time.  One person got 

six mice the first day (see photo).  If he 

was tender-hearted, I suggested mouth-

to-mouse resuscitation and relocating the 

mice. Drown and release, we could call 

it.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Now that cigarette smoking is 

thoroughly discredited, we also suggest 

that inhaling dust when cleaning you 

chicken coop is a poor substitute.  Take 

care of your lungs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Here’s what an easterner (Pennsylvania), 

David Howard writes about bats:  

“Insect pests are a problem on farms. 

They cause many conventional farmers 

to use pesticides. What if farmers instead 

solved the problem by attracting hungry 

bats? Just one bat noshes up to 1,000 

insects, including moths, scarabs, and 

stinkbugs, an hour. [A] study will 

compare bat activity on both 

conventional and organic farms, with the 

goal of pinpointing how best to attract 

bats and learning how helpful a robust 

population might be for either.”  

Comment:  These particular insects 

don’t seem to be a problem in central 

B.C. (except maybe for the moths that 

produce tent caterpillars).  Wouldn’t it 

be a fine thing, however, if we were 

proactive, building bat boxes as a way to 

control various insect populations before 

they reach harmful levels?  Mel Coulson 

of Quick has had great success attracting 

bats by p.roviding housing for them.    

Please see the poster at the end of this 

newsletter for more information about an 

event that will help you with making bat 

boxes. 

 

 Bat guano (manure) is also excellent 

fertilizer, but so is rabbit and goat 

manure.  One wag wrote, “I’d rather 

have rabbits in the yard than bats in my 

belfry.”   

http://www.venatorranches.com/
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Sainfoin Trials :  results and tentative conclusions 

Background:  In 2015 we (Eskerhazy Farm) obtained small quantities of seed and inoculant for 
several types of sainfoin, a non-bloating legume.  Thanks to John Stevenson, agrologist, for his 
encouragement and for helping us obtain this seed from Dr. Surya Acharya, a seed specialist 
and professor from Lethbridge.  We followed the directions for seeding and inoculating and 
planted in small plots such as you might find in an agricultural seed-testing centre.   One of the 
plots of sainfoin didn’t achieve good germination and was removed from the trial.   The 
varieties named Mountainview and LPS 351 established well and we tended them from spring 
2015 until this writing (October 23, 2016).   We have shown photos of the growing crops in 
other issues of this newsletter.  This time we show the root development of each variety after 
two years.  We only dug to spade depth (approx. 14” at most) and then took photos.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are photos after the second harvest in October.  

You’ll notice pretty good nodulation in one close-up and 

strong root development—taproot and laterals—in the 

other.  On this page we show LPS 3519.   
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Sainfoin Trials (continued). . .    Mountainview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes:   

1.  Mountainview was cut three times in 2016.  One of the goals of its development was 

regrowth, which in our trials seems to have been achieved.   

2.  In general, LRS seemed to have better nodulation, but regrowth was noticeably poorer.  Only 

two cuttings were possible in 2016.  

3.  I also seeded some common sainfoin without inoculant in 2016.   Germination was fair/good, 

but I think the seedlings need more nitrogen.   

Nodulation 

Laterals; less nodulation 
Taproot  
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News and Views (continued from page 1): 
 

 Definition:  Nodulation refers to the 

establishment of rhizobia bacterial 

colonies that live on plant roots, 

exchanging ammonia which they 

produce from nitrogen in the atmosphere 

for sugars that the plant produces in 

leaves.  Growing legumes lessens or 

eliminates the need for other nitrogen 

fertilization in the host crop.   

 Through the decomposition of 

leguminous plants, residual nitrogen 

becomes available for the following 

crop.  For example, according to Cornell 

University, “Medium red clover is the 

most common legume cover crop in 

New York. If overseeded in the previous 

summer (until June), it can provide up to 

70-100 lbs N/acre N to a following 

crop.”   Sweet clover or alfalfa provide 

more nitrogen after incorporation into 

the soil.   Other forage legumes include 

all the clovers, sainfoin, cicer milkvetch, 

and bird’s-foot trefoil.  Soybeans, fava 

beans, peas of all types and string beans 

are also leguminous and will usually 

improve in yield if the seed is inoculated 

with the proper strain of bacteria.   

 A Big Problem:  According to Canadian 

regulations, some of the inoculants are 

not available in Canada.  That means 

that you must either take your seed to the 

U.S.A. to be inoculated or buy 

inoculant—which may not even be 

available in Canada--and inoculate it 

yourself.  This means that the sainfoin 

you buy from a Canadian dealer may not 

be accompanied by the proper rhizobia.  

Your sainfoin or milkvetch crop will not 

have rhizobia colonies unless somehow 

the proper bacteria is in the soil already.   

We hope that individuals and farming 

groups address this situation by letting 

their needs be known through 

communications to the various seed 

dealers, departments of agriculture, 

through elected representatives, etc.   

 Almost all of us have experienced 

negative effects to our gardens, yards, 

livestock, crops, and fields from various 

forms of wildlife.   This year it has been 

mice and voles that are a big problem 

right now.  Most often, however, we 

think about deer, elk, and moose eating 

stored forages; and coyotes or wolves 

harassing or killing our animals.  If you 

want to see very short clips from some 

Alberta ranchers about their experiences, 

see 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kp

NJzzmBchw&index=47&list=PLOUwfF

01x2YVXr2cBui0KgskBRwZsKwMr  

This clip contains the names and 

locations of the ranchers interviewed.  

They are all real people whom you may 

even have met.  

 Here’s what Jerome Belanger said in an 

old book about pullets:  “Our first pullet 

egg—no larger than a pigeon’s—was the 

cause of much jubilation in our house, 

and I’ve since learned that this is the 

standard reaction.  It’s amazing how one 

tiny egg can make you feel so self-

sufficient!” 

 Definition:  “Non-GMO (genetically 

modified organism) crops are those that 

have not been genetically modified 

through biotechnology procedures to add 

a specific trait (e.g. Roundup Ready 

soybeans).”  [Ed. Note:  We find this 

definition helpful because it distinguishes 

GE (GMO) crops from those developed 

through regular plant breeding, 

hybridization, artificial insemination, etc.)   
 

Source:  

http://grainplacefoods.com/products/   

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpNJzzmBchw&index=47&list=PLOUwfF01x2YVXr2cBui0KgskBRwZsKwMr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpNJzzmBchw&index=47&list=PLOUwfF01x2YVXr2cBui0KgskBRwZsKwMr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpNJzzmBchw&index=47&list=PLOUwfF01x2YVXr2cBui0KgskBRwZsKwMr
http://grainplacefoods.com/products/


5 
     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2016 

Quote of the day:  

 

 "When we try to pick out anything 

by itself, we find it hitched to 

everything else in the universe."  

  -- John Muir 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorial:   

Everything Is Connected:  How Your Decisions or Non-Decisions May 

Have Multiple Effects 

  

 When I mow the grass, it is an ecological catastrophe for some creatures, a boon to 

others.  When I keep living roots in the soil, I increase stability and complexity of soil life.   

 When I plough or grow annual crops—in my garden, for example—I create havoc for 

many types of fungi, some of which are beneficial.   

 When my father sprayed his tree to “get rid of those caterpillars” the robins’ babies died 

shortly thereafter.  On the next Sunday, we sang “This Is My Father’s World” with conflicted 

conviction.    

 When my father and brother were able to buy 45 acres of badly eroded river bottom land, 

they planted thousands of trees and bushes and  excavated ponds and backwaters.  Once they had 

lots of muskrats; now fewer muskrats, but sandhill cranes and otters (for the first time in about 

100 years).   

 When grain combines came into existence, larger-scale, faster harvests were important.  

With mechanical corn pickers and modern “corn heads” spilled and wasted grain increased.  

(Hand-picking corn left virtually no waste.)  So did Canadian geese, snow geese, and deer.  

 Deer numbers locally may be declining after harsh winters partly due to competition from 

elk which themselves had been in decline for maybe 

100 years.   Deer and elk both benefit from improved 

hay crops, pastures, and unfenced storage of winter 

feed.   

 Improved transportation systems brought us 

root maggots, clubroot, and hawkweed.  This prompts 

many people to use insecticides and herbicides which 

affect plant life but also the soil microorganisms, birds, 

and sometimes air and water quality.  

 In the Bulkley Valley there are relatively few areas of natural grasslands.  When I 

manage my land for hay and pasture, I am—in effect—trying to turn a marsh, swamp, or forest 

into a prairie.  Not as radical a change as turning a forest into a strip mall, but a pretty major 

change for all the created life on and around the property of which I am privileged to be a 

steward.  

 How we use land, water, and air is not a question we can avoid.  One way or another 

humans are affecting all sorts of things.  One of the best ways to begin to respond to our land use 

is through participation in the Environmental Farm Plan program.   Another way to face 

decision-making that affects everything and everyone is to talk to each other.  Experts abound.  

Pressure groups of one type or another are happy to tell you what you might or might not do.  

But your neighbouring land-owners are also a valuable resource.  When we take time to discuss 

over coffee or during the breaks at agricultural meetings, we often learn as much as from the 

speakers.  Helping us with questions about land stewardship are too important to leave to chance.  

Just Farmers suggests that farmers, gardeners, and land-owners need more panel discussions and 

round-table sharing sessions about the decisions they make or don’t make.  We are willing to 

facilitate such activities if asked.   

 Meanwhile. . . The person who thinks she or he is not part of the web of life must be 

wearing blinkers.   



6 
     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2016 

 

Gallery:  Every time I passed André and Toby Coupé’s garden this summer, I noticed the 

progression of their vertical garden.  The spaghetti squash was amazing.  

 

Says Toby:  “In the attached photo, I had André stick his size 10 feet through the mesh so we 

could compare the size of the spaghetti squash to something tangible!  If you don’t want feet to 

show up in the photo you are welcome to crop them :)  We planted two spaghetti squash plants 

which produced at least a dozen large squash between them.  I had to give them a little bit of 

“help” to grow up the fence by snipping tendrils and feeding the vine through the mesh in the 

direction I wanted it to grow...  and pruned off some of the runaway vines that wanted to hug the 

ground and head for the highway!”    Ed. Note:  The second photo reminds me of an impressionist 

painting.  There are scarlet runner beans on the left side.  
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