
1 
     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2016 

Just Farmers:  an informal agricultural newsletter

Vol. 3, No. 18    November 15, 2016

We’re Thankful. . .  for bright 

oat straw, sunshine, and a little 

frost.   

 

News and views:   
 About care in selection and culling of 

cattle:   “I'm glad to hear you've got 

some good animals conformation-wise. 

Sometimes people breed just to get a calf 

and then go on to breed what they should 

eat....”  Catherine Heinzelman, former 

board member of CDCA.  

 We found a short video clip about using 

drones on a ranch.  I imagine that there 

are people among our readers who have 

considered using a drone or who use one 

on their farms or ranches.  We’d like to 

hear from you about your experiences.  

Please send your comments to us at 

cgesch63@gmail.com 

 When we eat our stored potatoes, 

probably most of us occasionally put 

aside a few small, egg-sized potatoes for 

next year’s planting.  Here’s an 

alternative that involves developing your 

own sub-variety of potato: 

“Starting with what stock you have, pick 

out the best shaped, good sized (not 

necessarily the largest), shallowest-eyed 

tubers; . . . cut each tuber in quarters 

from end to end but keep each four 

pieces separate from the others.  Plant 

each piece in a hill by itself then skip 

each fifth hill so as to keep the four 

pieces of each tuber in consecutive hills.  

During the summer treat them all alike, 

watch for differences of foliage, 

resistance to disease and other points 

good and bad, and dig the weaklings for 

‘new potatoes.’ 

   At harvest time dig each hill carefully 

by hand and place the tubers from each 

four hills together for judgment.  Discard 

the groups of four that produce 

unsatisfactorily either as to size, number, 

irregularity or other defect.  When at last 

only the one or two best are left store 

each lot by itself in a cold but frost-proof 

cellar. . . .and the following year repeat 

the method. . . .  Thus not only will the 

one or two best lots be improving but the 

general seed and the field yields will be 

greater.”  Five Acres and Independence, 

by M.G. Kains.  Publication date?  1935.   

Comment:  Whenever we save non-

hybrid seeds, we have the opportunity to 

slowly select variations within particular 

seed varieties to fit local conditions.   

 Country Life in B.C. published an article  

(http://www.countrylifeinbc.com/page17

.html) that describes the work of Dan 

Oostenbrink from Chilliwhack, B.C.; 

Dan is trying to “. . .develop locally 

adaptive seed. . . “We’re working 

towards the ability to become 

autonomous so we’re not dependent on 

the big seed companies.”  (Developing 

local production is one of the facets of 

agriculture that would be very 

complicated or impossible in the 

proximity of genetically-engineered 

crops of the same or similar species.) 

 Those of us who use the Tin Cat mouse 

traps made by Victor know that it works 

very well.  The label, however, says, 

“catches 30 mice.”  Probably not all at 

once, because if there are more than a 

few mice in the trap, the little lovelies 
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Curly Dock:  At least a four point. . . 

. 

sometimes eat each other.  So 30 mice 

soon becomes 29, then 28, etc.  The 

most I’ve heard of was 10, which may 

have originally been eleven.  The 

instructions say that—after catching the 

mice in this live trap you should “release 

mice at least two miles away.”  This 

means you should not put them near any 

other people’s houses or barns.  And 

because you are tender-hearted, keep 

them away from any place where there 

are dogs, cats, weasels, mink, marten, 

owls, ravens, crows, or hawks.  Good 

luck.  

 Some of our readers are buying beef 

locally and are confused by the terms 

used about animal weight, butchering, 

etc.   After we looked all over the 

Internet, we concluded that the local 

Lemieux Creek Ranch website explains 

things very clearly.   

http://lemieuxcreekranch.com/   

 Pricing is based on what’s known as 

the Hot Hanging Weight (HHW) 

which is the weight of the carcass 

after the head, insides, hide, and feet 

have been removed. Our price per 

pound is based on the HHW. 

 In addition to the price based on the 

carcass weight (what we receive) 

there is also the Inspection, 

Slaughter and Cut and Wrap fees 

which are approximately $1.00 per 

pound based on the HHW. Specialty 

processing such as sausages and 

jerky is extra. 

 Because your price is based on the 

carcass weight of the animal, we will 

not be able give you an exact total 

price until the animals are harvested. 

Generally our sides weigh between 

270 and 330 lbs hanging. 

 The most frequently asked question 

we receive is: How much packaged 

beef can we expect? 

 Sixty to 65% of the HHW goes into 

your freezer as packaged meat. The 

rest is bone and trim that is removed 

in processing. To avoid customer 

disappointment we use 60% of the 

HHW to calculate the packaged 

price per pound and to estimate how 

much beef you are putting in your 

freezer. 

 Curled (or curly) dock is a perennial 

weed that is showing up in our area with 

increasing frequency.   According to  

https://wildlettucegal.wordpress.com  

these perennial  plants “can produce 

29,000 seeds per plant,” the seeds are 

viable for 80+ years and the plant is 

“toxic to horses, cattle, sheep and 

poultry.”  Heres’ another reason to get rid 
of it:  Every time I look out over our second 
growth alfalfa I spot a dark spot that could 
be a mule deer buck’s antler.  It’s curly dock.  
Let’s sue curly dock for false advertising.   
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Book Review: 

 

The Informed Gardener Blooms Again.  Linda Chalker-Scott.  ISBN 978-0-295-99001-9 

 

This book, a sequel (you can guess the name of the previous volume), is an attempt to apply 

“evidence-based, practical gardening information, . . . [to] home gardens and urban landscapes.” 

 

Each chapter begins with a statement of “The Myth”—a commonly-held conviction about 

gardening, plants, soil, amendments, etc.  This is followed by “The Reality”—the author’s 

survey of the scientific literature on the subject.  A short, bulleted list of advice follows as “The 

Bottom Line” and each chapter concludes with references, usually to scientific studies on the 

chapter’s topic.   

 

So far, so good:  short sections; clear writing; suggestions for applying knowledge.  This is a 

book for gardens and urban landscaping, clearly not for agricultural production.  In fact, the 

author often notes that a practice or product that is intended for 

intensive agriculture may be unnecessary or even harmful in backyard 

or urban settings.  

 

So what are the myths that the author debunks?    Some of these topics 

might cause you to exclaim, “About time somebody showed what a 

scam that is!”   I suppose that debunking “vehicular vibration,” 

“wondrous water crystals,” and “rubberized landscapes” may gain 

most readers’ approbation.  In her previously-published book, she 

addresses topics like the myth of “organic superiority” and “The Myth 

of Native Plant Superiority.”  (Dear reader:  put down your hackles, 

please.) 

 

When the author deals with what she calls the myth of “biodynamic 

agriculture” or “gypsum magic” or “fish-friendly soil amendments” 

some of us will also get our back up.  Maybe even snarl.  It is clear that the author is trained in 

traditional scientific theories and procedures and lots of her writings are peer-reviewed.  She 

does not, however, attempt to think from a different way of thinking, a different paradigm:  one 

that starts with the macro and works to the micro, one that challenges fundamental beliefs 

developed extensively since the Industrial Revolution.  So she basically dismisses Rudolf Steiner 

(architect of the biodynamic method), making little attempt to present information from highly 

successful gardening biodynamic gardeners and/or farmers.  Similarly, she does not deal with the 

results of those who use compost tea or kelp products to produce healthy crops.  

 

If the reader can get over one’s frustration about this limited view of actual gardening and 

landscape practice, the book will give lots of good advice and encouragement in making one’s 

yard or city landscaping much less of an experiment in the purchasing power of amendments, 

and more of an “aw-shucks, I can do that” sort of informed-amateur activity.   
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I found the chapters on using wood chips as mulch (they don’t rob nitrogen when used solely on 

the soil surface) and the limitations of corn gluten meal very informative.  This probably means 

that the author confirms my experience and intuition!   

 

My suggestion?  Pick up the book from your library and read a few chapters—whatever catches 

your eye.  Put aside your irritation at having your own experiences marginalized sometimes.  

And be prepared for some calm, common sense wisdom, like this about weeds:  “So the next 

time you are silently cursing the chickweed . . .  be sure to marvel at its ability to grow almost 

undetected before you yank it out.  And rest assured that it will be back.”   

 

Note:  One review praised the book for saying that “native soils are usually best for landscape 

plants.”   It doesn’t take a peer-reviewed book review to note that virtually no one in cities and 

suburbs works with native soil any more.  It’s all been scraped away, sold to someone else, or 

sold back to you as topsoil to cover your machinery-compacted subsoil.     

 

***** 

 

Teach your children well:  A young couple whom I admire teach their children 

creation care by using an “interactive” media:  earthworms.  (This worm ain’t a Wii creature.) 
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Focus on Wildlife: 

Those “useless poplars” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The “poplar” (trembling aspen) log in the top photo fell onto Morden Road a year or so ago and 

we pushed it aside.  I’ve been walking past it ever since without paying it much attention until 

recently.   When I looked at it more carefully, I found there were four nesting cavities—three are 

shown in the close-ups--in this short section of log.  “Useless”?  Depends on whether you think 

woodpeckers (hairy, downy, sapsuckers), chickadees, nuthatches, and (perhaps) flying squirrels 

have value as insect-eaters, objects of our interest, or just because they exist.   


