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We Affirm and Attempt to:  (from 

the history of William Dam Seeds, on the 
website): 
 "Don't take any risk--try my seeds” is 
printed on our company's first pricelist. These 
may be bold, but the importance of using 
quality seed when gardening is an enduring 
principle of William Dam Seeds. From humble 
beginnings in a rented farmhouse, delivering 
orders by bicycle, to our current farm in the 
Golden Horseshoe that integrates shipping 
with computer networking; our history has 
been one of providing quality seed to 
gardeners. 
 [The year] 1962 featured our first 
colour catalogue cover (total colour 
throughout would not happen until 1995). 
The biggest change that our company has 
taken happened in the late 1960's: the 
switch to untreated seed. People thought we 
were crazy then, and it was difficult to obtain 
untreated seed! But, William Dam suffered 
from skin rashes that he linked to the 
chemicals used in seed storage. We continue 
to provide untreated seed for the safety of 
our employees, who handle the seed each 
day, and for the encouragement of organic 
gardening among gardeners of all ages.  
 The organic gardening movement has 
grown along with us, and for their support of 
our products, we are grateful. William Dam 
Seeds is pleased to be the first registered 
seed company in Canada to feature a line of 
certified organically grown seeds. This line 
was introduced in 2000 with caution, since 
the quality of seed was not proven. As the 
seed breeders and growers are developing 
commercially acceptable seed we continue 
to increase our selection.  
 Our guiding principles have been 
those of quality and research. We are curious 
gardeners, supporting our suppliers in their  

 
 
efforts to bring gardeners novel and 
nutritious items, and better strains for 
challenging conditions. We continue to 
marvel at the colours and patterns that form 
in our gardens. Glory be to God for His 
wonderful creation, and for the possibility to 
work closely with it! 

News and Views: 
 Drought, drought, sunshine, frost, 

drought. 
 The sunny summer has speeded up 

the ripening of grain.  Some farmers have 

combined oats, Alain’s canola is 

harvested, and gardens are being put to 

sleep earlier than normal.  Late-cut 

hayfields look like something you’d see on 

the pages of a disaster story in National 

Geographic, while those who harvested 

forage early have greener fields.  Only a  

few have harvested a second cut of alfalfa, 

(without irrigation).   
 One piece of drought-prevention 

advice we found says, “Feed hay in the 

summer rather than abuse the pastures.”  
Fine words, but fine words don’t butter the 

parsnips.  What does one do when there is 

not enough hay to take the advice?  At 

least cattle prices are still reasonable.  

(Some folks say they are “high” but we 

think they are not so much high as finally 

representative of the cost of production, 

care, and work.) 
 I told my wife that I saved money 

on the farm in two different ways the other 

day.  I left the gate open and five cows 

walked through the garden and left 

fertilizer.  That was the first savings.  The 

second was the cost of a day’s grazing. 
 Here’s what André Voisin said about the 

necessity of resting pastures:  “But, 
despite the reduction in numbers or the 
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fact that the cows have received a 
supplementary feed, they will still 
continue to graze down the tender young 
grass plants as soon as they have reached 
any height at all.  Moreover, the fact that 
they are looking for food that is scarce in 
a large pasture increases the damage they 
cause  with their hooves.  An old Norman 
peasant saying tell us that ‘the cow eats 
with five jaws:  her jaw and her four 
hooves’, meaning that each of the hooves 
wrecks the grass as much as the animal 
biting it.” 

 If you haven’t picked one up yet, the Code 
of Practice for beef is available free at 
Smithers Feed Store and other locations.   

 

 

Farm Field Day Draws 
Enthusiastic Crowd 

           They may not have turned in out 

droves, nor even herds, but a large number 

of Bulkley Valley ranchers attended a 

farm field day at Lemieux Creek Ranch in 

Quick on September 6.  Les Yates and the 

BV Cattlemen provided a warm welcome 

and all who attended benefitted from the 

huge amount of planning that went into the 

organisation of workshops and the 

featured demonstrations of cattle handling 

systems.  A more complete report about 

this event will appear in Beef in 

B.C.¸thanks to Sharon Kerr, our local 

reporter.   

Here, we’ll provide some general 

comments on Annette Moore’s 

presentation and then a photo essay  on 

succeeding pages. 

 

             Editorial 
Annette Moore, representing the B.C. 

Cattlemen’s Association, began the day by 

explaining how her job is to make 

information “accessible and practical.”  In 

an age defined by website links, 

telemarketers, answering machines, 

double-speak, and indirection, Ms. 

Moore’s presentation was a delightful 

combination of the official and the 

colloquial.  

     She spoke about “helping producers to 

evaluate their operation and meet 

sustainable market demands.”  She pointed 

us to the advantages of the Verified Beef 

Production organisation, the advantages of 

having a “registered product.”  She 

volunteered her services to help farmers 

prepare for on-farm food safety audits. 

      And—this may be hard to believe for 

those of us who have waited ½ hour or 

more before getting an actual person on 

the line—Annette Moore gives us her 

telephone number.  Here it is:  1-866-398-

2848.  It works.  I got through to Ms. 

Moore personally on the first try.   

     There are so many sources of 

information and resources and programs, 

and fund-sharing protocols (each with 

exceptions, exemptions, and deadlines), 

that one is moved to despair or cynicism.  

We are fortunate to have people like Ms. 

Moore of the Cattlemen’s and Megan 

D’Arcy of the Environmental Farm Plan 

who respond to an individual farmer’s 

questions and confusion regarding all these 

things.   

 ***** 

     Finally, allow me to do a little cheer-

leading.  In the past several weeks we’ve 

had a Fall Fair, the field day just 

mentioned, and a small animal/poultry sale 

(see below for photos).  Beyond all the 

practical business benefits of finding out 

more about neck extenders and humane 

handling systems, or the chance to 

purchase an animal or product from the 

vendor directly, these events are valuable 

in terms of creating and sustaining a local 

community of farmers, in which concerns 

can be shared, ideas gleaned, and personal 
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connections made or strengthened.  Just 

Farmers salutes those who work to 

organise these and other agricultural 

community events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos from the Field Day 
 

 

 
The Organizer and the Chief Superintendent? 

 

 
Leroy Taylor, the Baron of Barley 

 

 
Paula and Jack take advice. 

    

The History Department 
(continuing the report about the McInnes’ 

brothers’ farm in North Bulkley) 

 
[After a report about hay and grain, the 
author continues.] . . . the white turnips 
were striking examples of British 
Columbian fertility, for they were 
almost completely spherical, weighed 
from 2 to 4 lb. apiece, and as sweet and 
juicy as an apple.  Cabbages of all 
descriptions were growing in 
abundance.  There were savoys with 
hearts as tight as drums, and twelve 
inches across; curly kale thriving like 
young bushes; while the ordinary 
cabbages had attained huge 
proportions and were reeling under 
their own weight.  One could not span a 
single plant with the two arms without 
crushing it.  The largest cabbage these 
brothers have raised yet, so they 
related, turned the scale at 20 lb., and 
they kept it for some time to show 
passers-by. 
   But the brothers kept their greatest 
surprise till the last.  This was a bed of 
purple-top turnip which was being 
grown for winter feeding of the stock.  
Here was Brobdingnag with a 
vengeance.  The top leaves were large, 
but they concealed only a far greater 
growth below….The McInnes Brothers 
hold the palm in the Bulkley Valley for 
raising this species of turnip, for they 
established a record with a single root 
weighing 20 lb.!  “I remember that 
root,” muttered Clark, “for I offered to 
carry it into Hazelton, to show what we 
were doing farther south, tied it to the 
saddle, and had it thumping my leg like 
a hammer all the way.”   

-from The New Garden of Canada, 1911 
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Gavin:  “Let me out.  I'll be good.” 

 
 
 
Note:  We tried our best to make sure that parents 
gave permission before we printed any children’s 
names on the photo captions appearing on this 
page or the next. 

 
Annette Moore and information display 

 
 

 
Plans for a new agricultural venture:    It’s called “Pick 

Your Own Rocks.”  Les Yates hopes to make a 
considerable profit on only twenty acres.  Matt Taylor 

thinks he might have the right soil to try this, too. 

 
 
 
P.S.:   The Farm Field Day was held on the shores 
of Loch Les, with alder flycatchers, redstarts, and 
dragonflies as hosts.  They spoke little but 
fluttered about from time to time.   
 
 

“Dairy?  I'll take the beef any day,” says Doug. 
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Poultry and Small Animal Sale 
(Sept. 13, 2014) 

     A few years ago, we attended what 
may have been the first of these sales.  
Hilary Beukema and Carolyn Haywood 
were the organisers, if we remember 
correctly.  Recently, the Bulkley Valley 
Agricultural and Industrial Association has 
been involved in this annual event.  We 
started writing down the names of the 
various birds and beasts that were on 
display or for sale.  We soon quit and 
simply enjoyed the day.  
 

 
Alexis holds a chicken named Fluffy-Butt  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Brandon, Chicken Whisperer, Junior Division, with 

Cornish rooster—great eating on a small bird 

 
 

 
Elroy, Chicken Whisperer, Senior Division, with 

Appenzeller  (Yes, a bad hair day life for the bird.) 

Gina DeHoog, of the BVAIA, 
on her throne 
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Utrecht Blue Wheat:  a decorative crop for 
you? 

 
 Prairie Garden Seeds of Saskatchewan sells 
this wheat in small packets.  Mrs. Eby Ezinga 

of Telkwa let us grow a small patch in her 
garden.  (Our farm is too cool for it to ripen.)  
You will be able to see it on display at the 
Farmers’ Market on September 14 (Megan’s 
D’Arcy’s booth) at at St. James Anglican and 
St. John’s (Quick) on September 28 for their 
harvest celebrations.  Why not grow your own 
decoration for next year?  Or develop a new 
market? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blame the weather. 


