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Foundation:  We are stewards, not 
owners, of the land we farm.  We are 
accountable for the way our land use 
affects the environment which 
includes land, water, air, plants, 
animals, and human beings.    

 

Walcott Road: 

Corn Country? 
 

Last week Jeremy Rouw (UdderView Dairy) 

on Walcott Road invited us to see the results 

of his experiment in growing silage corn.  

Jeremy prepared a two-acre plot of ground 

near the barn and machinery so that he could 

easily observe and tend his corn.   He 

slathered liquid manure (8,000 gallons per 

acre) on the plot as fertilizer and planted 

Pioneer 39F44 corn seed.  

 

 

 

 
Immature corn  

 
Just beginning to dent  

 
 

The rows were planted 30-32” apart and 

most of the corn seemed to be 6-8” apart in 

the row. 

 

As you can see from the photos, the corn 

responded to the early heat, a little 

irrigation, and the liquid manure.   

 

What will happen in a cooler year?  No one 

knows, largely because very few others have 

tried it.   Those who haven’t yet noticed the 

warming climate in our area take note:  We 

can grow grapes, here, too.  (See next 

article.) 
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Grapes in the Bulkley Valley?  

You bet. 

 
 

 

 

 

Grapes, grapes, grapes:  the Bulkley Valley 

Homesteaders Facebook page recently was 

buzzing with questions and ideas about grape-

growing in the Bulkley Valley and environs. 

Here is the initial query and then the responses: 

Does anyone successfully grow grapes 

here? If so, how? I've got some small vines, 

but they barely make it through the winter 

and start all over right at ground level every 

year and I don't think they will ever get 

grapes this way. We did buy a type that is 

supposed to grow in our zone.  I was hoping 

not to have a greenhouse for them. So, 

anyone out that there manages without a 

greenhouse? 

 Val and Ben:  My sister has hers in her 

greenhouse. Northwest corner so it 

doesn't block light from everything else. 

 

 Murray-Kristine (and kids) Huxtable:  

Bulkley Valley Christian School had 

some growing on the side of their old 

school campus. They were planted 

beside the building so had a bit of heat 

from that plus were in a courtyard out of 

the wind. They did amazingly well. 

 

 Jennifer Merkley Trew:   My uncle has 

one that he has gotten grapes off of... He 

planted it close to his chimney so it 

would get the residual heat over the 

winter. I have had great success getting 

things that shouldn't grow here by 

planting them close to a basement 

window (I have a wood stove in my 

basement).  

 Joanne Saunders: Ours is in a 

greenhouse on the east side of our house 

and we have TONS coming off it. 

 Jaclyn Rosenau Gagnon:  I grow 4 

varieties so far in Terrace. They are in a 

greenhouse though. I have thought about 

planting out in the field under cheap row 

covers made of flexible pipe and cheap 

plastic just to mimic a greenhouse. 

Would be much cheaper than a full size 

greenhouse. But I would never be 

without a greenhouse. Too much 

opportunity within it! 

 Nelly Rhebergen (Smithers):  We grow 

grapes.  A variety for this area which we 

grow outside on the south side.  There 

are grapes growing this year.   

 Rhonda Webb:  Alpine Plant World has 

a huge Valiant grape that has been 

growing many years.  I have Valiant 

grapes as well and get grapes every year 

in Smithers.   

 Roger Benham:  I grew grapes in a 

greenhouse at 2700 feet in the hills 

above Round Lake.  I made wine and 

juice from them.  I had Valiant as well.   

 

Rhebergen “vineyard.” 

Valiant grapes (left)  
Unknown variety (right) 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10153184593954702&set=p.10153184593954702&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10153184595154702&set=p.10153184595154702&type=1
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 Sheila Bork:  We just like growing 

them....usually the birds get some, but 

we just enjoy what we get.  I’ve heard of 

putting nylons on the grapes to keep 

birds off. 
  

 Jeanne Miller:  I have Concord, Suffolk 

and Niagara growing well in my green 

house in Terrace. Just made a whack of 

juice from them today 

 I bet Terrace is a much better place to 

grow grapes than Telkwa! Black berries 

too.  (I lost record of who said this.  Ed.) 

 

 Curtis England:  We have two grape 

plants in Telkwa that do really well in 

the greenhouse. Took a while to 

establish and prune in a way to increase 

their yield.  

 

 
Valiant grapes at Alpine Nursery in Smithers 

 

Comments and news 

about grapes 
 

 We haven’t visited, but Kelly and 

Sharon Mortensen are raising grapes for 

a winery in McBride.  Maybe a reader 

has been there?  If so, let us know.   

 The courtyard that the Huxtables 

mention at the former campus of Bulkley 

Valley Christian Elementary school is 

worth a whole article by itself.  At one 

point it was like an urban alley.  Former 

principal, Glenn Ewald, noticed that an 

apple tree had sprouted from someone’s 

jettisoned apple core.  Two former 

teachers turned it into a school garden 

that must have been a Zone 4.  It makes 

me dream of English walled gardens.  

We certainly have the rocks, but don’t 

have a back hoe or the back strength.   

 On-line research shows a recent flurry of 

activity about Somerset Grapes.  Here is 

some information from  
http://www.hardyfruittrees.ca/who-are-
we    
 

 

"The flavour has a hint of spiced strawberry 

taste. Makes a fantastic juice. The vine is 

disease resistant and very productive. 

If you have one grape variety to choose 

only, you should chose this one, with no 

hesitation. It is our number one grape, they 

are little bit smaller than those we are used 

to seeing in the grocery, but the taste is 

definitely superior. Somerset is, without any 

doubt, our favorite grape.”  

Ed. Note:  I don’t know about shipping, but the 

price is $10 for a one-foot plant and $90 for one 

hundred (100) plants.  Plants two to three feet in 

height are $18 each. 

http://www.hardyfruittrees.ca/who-are-we
http://www.hardyfruittrees.ca/who-are-we
http://www.hardyfruittrees.ca/
http://www.hardyfruittrees.ca/
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Quote of the month: 
“The vegetables grown in 
hothouses are extremely 
unsavory.  Hearing that the 
eggplants shipped out in winter 
have no vitamins and the 
cucumbers no flavor, [Mr. Asada, 
an agricultural scientist from 
Japan] researched the matter and 
found the reason:  certain of the 
sun’s rays could not penetrate the 
vinyl and glass enclosures in which 
the vegetable were being grown.  
His investigation moved over to 
the lighting system inside the 
hothouses.   
   The fundamental question here 
is whether or not it is necessary for 
human beings to eat eggplants 
and cucumbers during the winter.” 
--Masanobu Fukuoka, The One Straw 
Revolution, emphasis added. 
 

News and Views:  

 Here’s a photo of Serena Black 

(northerngrownconsulting.com) with her 

soil test kit at work in a Telkwa field.    

The boots are not part of the kit. 

 Sad news:  a Houston apiarist reports that 

the varroa mites have appeared in his hives.  

Previously much of that area has been mite-

free. 

 Matt Bomgardner of Lebanon, 

Pennsylvania, moved from a dairy using 

confinement feeding to more intentional 

grazing.  His soil organic matter has 

increased:  from 3.4% in 2007 to 5% in 

2010.   

 If you have experienced blossom-end rot in 

zucchinis and/or tomatoes one possible 

cause is lack of calcium or low pH.  Adding 

gypsum or lime this fall should help for next 

season.  Another cause of blossom-end rot is 

unusually-cold or hot or wet or dry weather.  

Adjust your pH, add calcium or change the 

weather:  The choice is yours.   

 A new soil and crop consulting company 

named HeartLand Soil and Crop Solutions, 

led by Norm Dueck and Lucas Neal, is now 

offering agricultural services from its 

location in Vanderhoof.  Heartland will 

provide advice via telephone, make field 

visits, do weed scouting and surveys, soil 

testing, etc.   More information is available 

on Facebook or by contacting 

heartland.dueck@gmail.com or 

heartland.neal@gmail.com. 

 (Ed. Note:  We offer information about 

Heartland because it is a new service to our 

region, not because of any attempt to 

endorse one company over another store or 

service-provider.) 
 
 

 

 

We couldn’t find a yellow table. 

mailto:heartland.dueck@gmail.com
mailto:heartland.neal@gmail.com

