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Just Farmers:  an informal agricultural newsletter
Vol. 3, No. 14    September 15, 2016

Who produces “Just Farmers”:   
The editor is Curt Gesch.  Curt and Betsey 
Gesch live in Quick, B.C. on Eskerhazy Farm.  
They feel that many small farmers are 
ignored or forgotten by the movers and 
shakers of the agricultural industry.    Just 
Farmers offers: 

 Stories about local farmers. 

 Photos that either celebrate farm 
life or instruct each other.  

 Resources that one or another of us 
have found useful. 

 Wisdom from more recent 
immigrants to our region.  

 Knowledge that we are not alone.   
If you know of someone who would like to 
receive this free publication, have them 
write to us at cgesch63@gmail.com 

 
News and Views: 

 We have found the following on-line 

resource about cattle parasites that is 

more holistic than many others.  We’re 

looking for someone with a lot of 

experience with cattle who is willing to 

provide a reflection on this resource. If 

you are that someone, please let us know 

at cgesch63@gmail.com or 250-846-

9511. 

 Next Issue:  a special report on the hop 

garden begun by Laurie Gallant and Bill 

Crossan.  

 [You may classify the following 

information under “humour” if you 

want.]  Dealing with this year’s plague 

of voles and mice can be plenty 

irritating.  Besides cats, dogs, and 

various mouse traps, some stores are 

selling a product made of powdered 

corncobs.  “Very natural,” although the 

rodent eats the corncobs and then the 

super-dry product sucks all the moisture 

out of the animal and it dies of 

dehydration. . . .  supposedly.   Mice 

don’t eat the stuff when they have any 

other food around in our experience.  If 

they’re hungry enough to eat ground 

corncobs, maybe they’d die of starvation 

anyway.   Here’s what one wag said:  
I'm selling pepper dust and a house 

brick as rat control. Rat sniffs pepper, 

sneezes and hits head on brick AND 

DIES. Its so simple! £14.99.  Comes 

with free rat disposal bag. Please send 

cheque to Dr Death, Bodgitandrun 

Enterprises, La La Land. 

 Here’s what another person said about 

powdered corncobs on an internet 

forum:  I went to a presentation a few 

months ago by a man from the German 

Federal Laboratory who had been 

trialing this product (Eradirat is one 

brand name) and he managed to keep a 

straight face as he reported their lab 

tests.   They carried out choice and no-

choice tests with both rats and mice. 

   Basically, when the rodents were given 

a choice very little PCC was eaten and 

no deaths were recorded. When the no-

choice tests were carried out the rats did 

eat it, but no deaths were recorded. With 

the mice, however, they ate each other 

before they ate the product. The deaths 

reported were due to cannibalism.  [Ed. 

note:  I’ll bet you figured out that this is not a 

product placement announcement.] 
 

Feature:   

Today’s Question: 

 

Q.  I have a late crop of barley that I would 

like to make into balage.  We have had a 

frost last night here (-3 C.) and I’ve heard 

that I could run into a problem of excess 

nitrates, maybe even nitrate poisoning from 

the feed I would make under these 

conditions.  What would you suggest? 
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Answer:  You are right to be concerned 

about nitrate poisoning. Especially in a 

actively growing crop like your barley is. If 

the frost was hard enough to stop the plant 

in its tracks so to speak, it will temporarily 

stop metabolizing any nitrates it has stored 

in its tissue while it continues taking up 

more. Once it warms up and the plant starts 

metabolizing again then over the course of a 

couple of days those nitrates will no longer 

be in issue. It would be best to wait a couple 

of days before cutting barley down. The 

other thing you can do if you are at all 

concerned, (and I would recommend this) is 

once you have your barley cut down and 

baled, you can send a sample off to the lab 

to get tested for nitrates. If the test comes 

back at an uncomfortable level of nitrates 

you would then need to dilute that feed with 

other forages. 

    I hope this helps you and your decision-

making! 

  Norm Dueck (CCA) 

  Certified Crop Advisor 

  HeartLand Soil & Crop Solutions Inc. 

  Vanderhoof, B.C. 

  (250) 570-1798 

***** 

Another answer:  Cut immediately, bale, and 

then let the ensiling take place (3-4 weeks) 

and then test your forage.   

   Here is a good source of information on 

nitrates: 

http://www1.foragebeef.ca/$foragebeef/frge

beef.nsf/all/ccf57   

  Jim Forbes 

  BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands 

  441 Columbia Street 

  Kamloops BC V2C 42T3 
 

 Finding adaptable cattle is the subject of 

this paragraph about the Exmoor area of 

the UK:   “In 1933 the Fortescue Estate 

tried a new experiment—the 

introduction of black Galloway cattle to 

the forest [note: “forest” here includes 

land we might call grassland, moor, 

etc.].  Ten cows and a bull were the first 

comers.  They did well on the high 

rough ground, being extremely hardy, 

and the numbers were increased.  Bulls 

of various kinds were tried for a first 

cross, including a white Shorthorn for 

the well-known ‘blue-grey’ cross, but in 

the end a Hereford was considered to 

give the best results.  (How startled I 

was on one occasion when coming up 

through the deep cotton-grass to the 

Chains and, seeing black cattle grazing 

before me, I was suddenly confronted 

with a rank of staring skull-white faces!)  

The pure Galloway can winter out, 

growing a coat like a shaggy bear, and 

needs only to have food thrown to it in 

very hard weather. . . .   

Source:  A Little History of Exmoor by 

Hope L. Bourne 

 If you haven’t done so, think about 

planting garlic soon.  Some of us wait 

until October 1 and others plant a little 

earlier.  Either way, they seem to 

flourish.  Every time we see garlic from 

California farms for sale in the 

supermarket (or even from China) we 

wonder why the Bulkley Valley—with 

its just-about perfect climate for garlic—

isn’t on the shelves throughout the year.  

Some of our garlic from 2015 harvest is 

still firm.  We encourage readers who 

don’t grow their own to get their garlic 

from local sources like High Slope 

Acres, from “Granny Garlic, from Joe 

Hug, and any of the other vendors at the 

Farmers’ Market or direct-marketers.  

Here are more suppliers listed through 

“Beyond the Market”:  Dunn Logging 

Ranch, Flying Hands Farm, Lauriston 

Farm, WoodGrain Farm.  No doubt we 

have missed many other producers but 

the available lists we have are from 

2014.   
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 Hand-made hay bales 
 

Second cut grass bales (orchard 

grass and timothy) 
-cut with sickle-bar mower;  

-raked with a wooden rake (teeth are dowels, handles 

from willow); photos on right column. 

-picked up with fork and loaded onto old pickup box; 

-some stored loose and some baled by hand. 

 
(If you are acquainted with square balers, 

you will see the three “chambers” beneath 

the bales on right.  The “knotters” are at the 

bottom of this page.)   

 We do custom work--$6,000,154 per bale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once upon a time there were three square bales. . .  

 

-a great big Papa Bale (well, not too big), 

-a medium-sized Mama Bale, 

-and a wee, little Baby Bale. 

 

(Go on, finish the story if you can.)  
 

 



4 
     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2016 

Do Mice Need Ladders?   Not our mice, which climbed up staked ornamental wheat plants 

and reaped the tops.    

 

A nice stand of Utrecht blue ornamental wheat 

 

Where is our pied piper?  Where is the cat?  The weasel?  The hawk?  The owl?   


