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  Just Farmers:  an informal agricultural newsletter
September 26, 2016 

 

They’re Full of Hops! 

My dad used to question our excuses for 

wrongdoing by saying, “You’re full of 

hops!”—not “full of baloney.”  As we got 

older we found out the value of hops and 

their derivatives.  

 

On Saturday, September 17, farm partners 

Bill Crosson and Laurie Gallant hosted an 

event that featured their off-grid farm and 

hop-garden, Bulkley Canyon Ranch, New 

Hazelton, B.C.. 

 

Beer tasting, good food (roast lamb) and live 

music contrasted with other (valuable) types 

of farm “field day”  featuring big 

agricultural machines and power point 

presentations.  The event was promotional 

but, probably more importantly, educational, 

social, and inspirational.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inspirational?  Yes, Gallant and Crosson 

took their adventuresome spirit and high 

ideals about using the earth respectfully into 

an activity others told them was impossible:  

growing hops in the Bulkley Valley.    

 

In the various parts of their farm activity, 

they are guided by the ideals of the 

permaculture movement.   
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The soil was tested an pH was 

6.6.  Clover is growing between 

rows to control weeds and 

produce nitrogen. 

Ten varieties of hops grow into 

about ½ acre of land.  Before 

expanding the hop garden, Bill 

and Laurie are experimenting to 

see which varieties are best suited 

to their location and climate.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

3 
     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2016 

  

 

 

The poles were charred to help lengthen 

their lives; no treated wood was used. 

For more information about this venture, 

please look at 

www.bulkleycanyonranch.com and the 

forthcoming article by Emily Bulmer which 

will appear in Country Life magazine in 

November.   

 

 

  

Although often referred to as vines, the 

shoots [of hops] are technically ‘bines,’ 

which have stout stems with stiff hairs to aid 

in climbing.  Other “bines” include 

honeysuckle.  And there is a racetrack called 

Woodbine in Ontario—pretty famous but 

not for honeysuckle.  Says Wikipedia:  

“Woodbine is a brand of cigarette made in 

England by W. D. & H. O. Wills (now 

Imperial Tobacco) since 1888.”   

http://www.bulkleycanyonranch.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cigarette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/W._D._%26_H._O._Wills
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Tobacco
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More information about the project  and the email address can be found at 

www.bulkleycanyonranch.com Laurie Gallant will be writing a technical report on the trial that 

will be available by Christmas. 

We didn't get a photo of the llamas. 

http://www.bulkleycanyonranch.com/

