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Things Ovine (sheepish) 
by Harriet Hall, Dancing Bee Farm 

 I  feed a trace mineral mix mainly for 

the selenium. I also add kelp and 

calcium carbonate to it based on 

experience. I currently have a ewe 

who used to become debilitatingly low 

in calcium about 2 weeks before she 

lambed; not anymore once I stated 

adding the calcium. 

 I had a recent experience where two 

ram lambs went off their feed 

seriously but had no clinical signs of 

infection. In fact their tempatures were 

below normal, sometimes an indicator 

of low calcium. I realized they had not 

been in the regular mineral rotation 

and after about one week with free 

choice they were thriving again. 

 I also read a study a number of years 

ago that dairy cattle that were called 

by their names regularly gave more 

milk. Many of my sheep know their 

names. 
 

Editor’s note:  Harriet says I should add a 

disclaimer:  “Anything I do is based on 

observation and experience backed up on 

occasion by veterinary consultation.”  

 

 

Just Farmers:  an informal agricultural newsletter 

Vol. 4, No. 20  January 1, 2018 

Why I Farm:  “Like many, I’m grateful 

for the privilege of being allowed to take 

care of a little piece of the planet for 

whatever short amount of time we have.”   

 --Jim Thorpe, rancher located near 

 Sante Fé,  New Mexico. 

 

News and Views: 

 In the last issue of Just Farmers, we 

included a quotation from William D. 

Hoard, of Hoard’s Dairyman.   The 

Hoard Farm has been in operation since 

1899.  At the “home farm” the herd is 

composed of Jerseys and Guernseys. It is 

a pretty typical operation for Wisconsin 

with 450 acres of corn, 350 acres of 

alfalfa, and 50 acres of wheat.   The herd 

averages 3.7% protein and 4.8% fat.   

The milk is mostly used to produce 

Münster and other cheeses.   

 Have you ever considered muzzling your 

sheep?  Check out this 

https://onpasture.com/2017/12/18/sheep-

can-now-safely-graze-vineyards/   and 

you’ll see why someone has created such 

a device.  Hint:  the muzzle is not 

intended to defend coyotes from 

homicidal ovines.   

 Identify this species of sheep and why it 

may be important to the industry and 

win a free subscription to Just Farmers.   

 Editor’s aside:  As things worked out, much 

of this page features sheep.  I wonder if the 

last sentences by Harriet Hall (above) 

reminded anyone else of this sentence from 

the Gospel of John:  “My sheep hear my 

voice, and I know them, and they follow 

me.”  
 

 Perhaps related to the same topic:  

Merck, a very large pharmaceutical 

company, recently sponsored clinics in 

Manitoba for farmers and ranchers on 

low-stress livestock handling.   

 

https://onpasture.com/2017/12/18/sheep-can-now-safely-graze-vineyards/
https://onpasture.com/2017/12/18/sheep-can-now-safely-graze-vineyards/
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Quote of the Month  
(and possibly a help in making New 

Year’s resolutions):   “. . .the Gross 

National Product does not allow for the 

health of our children, the quality of their 

education or the joy of their play. It does not 

include the beauty of our poetry or the 

strength of our marriages, the intelligence of 

our public debate or the integrity of our 

public officials. It measures neither our wit 

nor our courage, neither our wisdom nor our 

learning, neither our compassion nor our 

devotion to our country. It measures 

everything, in short, except that which makes 
life worthwhile.” 

Robert F. Kennedy 

March 18, 1968 

NEWS RELEASE:   

B.C. Government to Re-

emphasize B.C.-grown Food 

Buy BCfresh veggies to bring local cheer to 

holiday meals 

DELTA - Grower-owned and operated 

BCfresh Vegetables provides British 

Columbia families with fresh local produce, 

the perfect addition to any holiday meal this 

season. 

"BCfresh produce comes from over 60 

farming families in the Fraser Valley, 

providing jobs in the community and 

delivering food from farm to fork," said 

Agriculture Minister Lana Popham. "Buying 

BC means British Columbians know exactly 

where their food comes from, while 

supporting our local economy and 

promoting our province's farmers." 

BCfresh, a 100% grower-owned and 

operated company, has been promoting the 

consumption of local produce and 

encouraging people to fill half their plate 

with vegetables and fruits for 25 years. With 

a wide variety of produce such as brussels 

sprouts, rutabaga and squash, British 

Columbians have endless possibilities for 

their culinary creations this holiday season. 

"For 25 years, BCfresh has been dedicated 

to providing fresh, local produce to 

communities across the province," said 

Murray Driediger, president and CEO, 

BCfresh Vegetables. "We are thankful to the 

B.C. government's funding program in 

making this strong commitment to our 

growers as we encourage younger people to 

incorporate locally grown root vegetables 

into every meal." 

The company is receiving over $52,000 in 

matching funding from the provincial 

government through the Investment 

Agriculture Foundation of B.C. (IAFBC) to 

encourage B.C.'s younger people to look for 

locally grown fruits and veggies when 

grocery shopping. The funding will be used 

to develop promotional materials, launch a 

radio campaign and customer contests, and 

create how-to videos and recipes for the 

company's website. 

The cost-sharing program delivered through 

IAFBC aims to promote local food and 

beverages that are grown, raised, harvested 

and processed in B.C. The B.C. government 

is taking a three-pillared approach to support 

the province's agriculture, seafood, and food 

and beverage processing sectors and to 

encourage the consumption of B.C. 

products. An enhanced Buy BC marketing 

program will help local farms like BCfresh 

market their products within the province to 

grow their businesses. 

Feed BC will also be established to increase 

the use of B.C. foods in hospitals and other 

government facilities. Grow BC will be 

created to help B.C. producers expand local 

food production.          --Jill Milne, 

Government Communications and Public 

Engagement, Ministry of Agriculture                    

   778- 676-4460
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Forage Stakeholder Conference Gathers Information  

at Vanderhoof Meeting 
 

A dozen forage farmers met for a “Stakeholder Engagement Session” in Vanderhoof on 

December 13, 2017 as part of the provincial Ministry of Agriculture’s process of developing a 

Forage Action Plan for the province.  This meeting, hosted by Dave Trotter (Ministry of Ag) and 

Brian Brauer (consultant for Ference & Company) included two Ministry agrologists and 

producers from the Highway 16 corridor between Smithers and Vanderhoof and from Quesnel to 

Prince George.
1
   

 

It is difficult to find a category to describe the conference participants.  Some were primarily 

cow/calf ranch operators, but there were forage exporters, small- and large-scale farmers and 

dealers, specialists in alfalfa or timothy or experimental crops, producers of crops for sale, cattle 

and sheep producers.   This wide variety of foci of the participants made the relatively small 

number of participants representative of the various operations in the region.   

 

Mr. Brauer had circulated seven questions for discussion well prior to the meeting so all 

participants had time to prepare for the discussion.  Below you will find the questions and then 

some of the comments.  This is not an official summary of the meeting; that will come later from 

the consultant and the Ministry.   

 

 

Research Questions: 

 1.       How are forages used in your operations or region? 

2.       What are the key challenges facing forage and forage-related sectors in the region, 

particularly in terms of forage production (quantity/quality), marketing and/or return on 

investment? 

3.       What are the key strengths or advantages of the forage and forage-related sectors in 

the region, particularly in terms of forage production (quantity/quality), marketing and/or 

return on investment? 

4.       What are, or what should be, the top priorities across the region that if implemented 

would improve forage production (quantity/quality), marketability and/or return on 

investment? 

5.       What actions can be taken by i) government; ii) industry associations; iii) researchers 

and; iv) other entities that would lead to positive impacts on the production, marketing 

and/or return on investment of forage grown on private agricultural land in BC? 

6.       What innovations, changes in management practices, or technology transfer have you 

or others in the region engaged in in order to improve forage quality, quantity and/or 

return on investment? 

7.       Do you have any other comments, concerns or suggestions that you feel are relevant 

to the development of a Forage Action plan for private agricultural land in BC? 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Because it would hard to confirm every comment given in this report, I have decided not to include any of the 

participants’ names. 
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Various Responses (not given in order of importance): 

Question 1: 

 With so much winterkill of alfalfa last year, some growers are changing to timothy as a 
major crop.  

 We need more small-scale, on-farm trials and someone to help us with them.  

 Because of understaffing in our region, often there is no Ministry of Agriculture person 
available for us to contact for quick help.  

 Our region is a high-risk, high cost-of-production area.  

 Relative to the Lower Mainland, land prices are still reasonable.  

 We’ve had five years of very poor forage production years although cattle prices have been 
relatively strong.  

 The changing climate is especially felt in the paucity of spring rains.  

 
Question 2: 

 Using annual cover crop cocktails, improved grazing (in-season and winter grazing) are ways 
to help with our climate and conditions.  

 A considerable number of soils in the region seem to be declining in quality with lime and 
gypsum very expensive and difficult to procure.  

 Use of wood ash is promising but there are hurdles of permits, transportation, equipment.  

 Wildlife damage, especially wolves and elk, are a significant factor in income reduction.  

 In some of the region, organic matter is low, pH lower than ideal, more fertilization 
required.  

 In some parts of the region, rainfall percolation into the soil is poor.  

 Education and recruitment of young people into agriculture is very poor because of a lack of 
provincial interest and support during the last number of years.  

 We need more interaction [such as this meeting] with other producers.  

 Some of our soils have simply been “mined” of their fertility for a long time. 

 We’ve been receiving only half or less of seasonable rain and at the wrong times. 

 Some producers have significantly improved soils through use of fertilizers, clovers. 

 Silage/balage/haylage is the key to making good quality feed. 

 Red clover may be the most productive, easy-to-grow feed. 

 We have a variety of topography, microclimates, soil types which makes it difficult to know 
how to treat or to be able to afford to treat each type.  

 There are no standards in place for hay quality: There is a great deal of hay being traded 
that has not been tested for quality.  

 Communications are improving somewhat but are still in need of lots of improvement. 

 A short window for the year’s work makes it difficult to produce at economically-viable 
levels, especially with changing weather conditions.                                                                                               

 Soil needs lots of investment; as much as 1/3 of crop value is used for fertilizer in some 
cases.  
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 The crop insurance plans are in need of major improvement, including personnel to inspect 
crops, the consistency of application of the programs in relation to the size of the operation, 
etc.  

 
Question 3 (advantages, strengths): 
 

 River—irrigation source; land; possibility of high production of timothy, alfalfa.  

 Vanderhoof’s community of farmers.  

 Fewer pest pressures so far, but some pests moving into area (e.g., diamondback moth 
on canola). 

 Some rock-free areas and some superb microclimates. 

 
Question  4, 5, 6 (suggestions for improvement, needs, etc.): 

 Government needs agricultural policy changes, with more support and education, 
especially for youth.  

 Need outside investment into agriculture in this region.  

 Industry communications need to include us [forage sector]!  We need more exchange 
of information with each other.  

 Need to adapt to the future—markets, climate change.  

 Need a northern B.C. agriculture show.  

 Need statistics, baseline information, etc.  

 Help with transportation of raw materials:  lime, fertilizer, wood ash, etc.  

 Need regional forage trials with specialty seeds. 

 Need to do trials in sub-regions, micro-climates, micro-topography, etc.  

 Agriculture in B.C. needs level playing field with government investing in agriculture in 
this region. 

 Ash and pulp residue could be made available free to farmers as part of cost of forestry, 
milling, etc.  

 Education in schools; courses in agriculture. 

 Nation- and province-wide support for forage industry as a distinct part of agriculture; 
perhaps through designation of check-off funds. 

 Poor communication from “Victoria.” 

 Development of chicken/poultry and dairy industries in the Central Interior.   

 Removal of unnecessary regulations, e.g., use of wood ash.  

 Decent weather information.   (One report for an area the size of Belgium, e.g.) 

 Lots of duplication of efforts in agriculture and lack of information for region; much 
information is too general.  

 Need to learn to adapt principles of agriculture to our own local situation.  

 Openness to research; e.g., banding of phosphorus, use of 80 lb. gypsum/acre.  
 

 


