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Why he farmed:   “[King Uzziah] . . 

. dug many cisterns, because he had much 

livestock in the foothills and in the plain.  

He had people working his fields and 

vineyards in the hills and in the fertile lands, 

for he loved the soil” [emphasis added].  

This sentence from the Bible:  I Chronicles 

26:10.   Uzziah probably reigned from 783 – 

742 BC. 

News and Views: 

 Phacelia “can perform a valuable role in 

controlling club root as it is not a host 

plant for this disease. Phacelia can also 

contribute to the management of slugs.”  

Ed. Note:  Where’s the data on this last 

claim?   

 Various websites and catalogues make 

different claims for phacelia.  One of 

them says that the fibrous root system 

does a great job of texturizing the top 2-

3” of soil.  Another says that the plant 

has a taproot that reaches 2-5 feet (60 to 

150 cm).   Maybe it is time for some 

local research results?   

 2017 British Columbia AgriStability 

Enhancement Program.  
The British Columbia government has 

made special provisions to help 

producers suffering income declines in 

2017.  This year has been a particularly 

challenging one for many producers 

across the province. The challenges 

include disasters like winter freeze, 

excessive moisture, and forest fires. The 

British Columbia AgriStability 

Enhancement Program allows 

agricultural producers to enroll late and 

without penalty into the existing 

AgriStability program. It also includes 

some enhancements to the AgriStability 

program but only for 2017. For more 

information and for links to the 

appropriate forms please go to:  

www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/

agriculture-

seafood/programs/insurance-and-

income-protection-programs/bc-

enhanced-agristability-program  

 Editor’s Note:  Bulkley Valley forage 

producers should note the words in bold 

above.  If you experienced—like we did at 

Eskerhazy Farm—almost total freeze-out of 

orchard grass, or alfalfa damage, we 

recommend checking out this program 

which is a program that shows that our 

provincial government is taking agriculture 

seriously. 

 One of our readers sent us this link.  

Check it out and. . . well, you’ll know 

what to do.  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/2017

/11/02/farmers-urged-bury-underpants-

improve-quality-beef/  
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 Answer to last week’s quiz:   

The Racka sheep is a breed of domestic 

sheep from Hungary. It is known for its 

unusual spiral-shaped horns. It is also 

known by some other names such as 

Hungarian Zackel, Ratca (Romanian) 

and Hortobágy Racka. 

 

 If you are a grazier you probably have 

noticed that in the spring dandelion 

greens are consumed with passion by 

your animals.  Last winter, lots of our 

orchard grass froze out and left gaps in 

the alfalfa which was partially filled in 

by giant dandelions.  I noticed recently 

that the cows chose dandelion leaves 

from the round bales before the grass or 

alfalfa.  Are we growing the wrong 

plants?  Maybe our research stations 

should be spending time developing tall-

leaved dandelions and forget alfalfa and 

orchard grass.   Check out the 

information below: 

 “In research we have conducted at 

Massey University, the mineral content 

of dandelion leaves was found to be 

significantly higher than for ryegrass and 

clover leaves for phosphorous, 

magnesium, sodium, copper, zinc and 

boron, which could actually give 

benefits for animals grazing on these 

leaves.  [This article goes on to list 

chemicals that will kill dandelion.]” 

www.massey.ac.nz  

 Here’s what forage specialist Dan 

Undersander says about dandelions and 

alfalfa:  “. . .  dandelions are a high-

quality forage. They are low in neutral 

detergent fiber and high in protein and 

other vitamins and minerals. They 

contain no toxins (in fact, they are 

recommended for human consumption 

by some). Thus, dandelions can 

contribute to forage quality.”   

 Undersander continues:  “In an alfalfa 

field, dandelions mean the stem density 

is low (below 50 stems per square foot). 

Reduced stem density will result in 

lowered yield. Densities of 55 stems per 

square foot or higher produce maximum 

yield.” 

 Too many dandelions in a grass field?  

“In a grass pasture, producers should soil 

test to check fertility, as well-fertilized 

grass will usually outcompete 

dandelions.” 

 “Do not spend money and effort 

controlling dandelions but rather 

addressing the problem that is allowing 

the dandelions to become established.” 

 Source of Mr. Undersander’s comments:  

http://magissues.farmprogress.com/wsa/

WA05May12/wsa018.pdf  

 Finally, an editorial comment: It is 

helpful to treat a pasture differently than 

a hayfield.   The existence of dandelions 

may be more of a boon than bane in a 

pasture while you may not want them in 

your hayfield.   

 As the time approaches (faster, please!) 

for us to think about letting chickens out 

on range, consider this advice which I 

found in an old copy of Acres USA:  

“Birds on range should be left on full 

feed and ranging activities and weather 

stress may reduce or even increase food 

consumption. Either way, the birds need 

regular access to a well-formulated ra-

tion offered as a full feed. Chickens are 

not grazers. They are omnivores with a 

strong reliance upon seeds and even 

some animal protein, and too much 

greenery can bind crops.” 

http://www.massey.ac.nz/
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Quote of the Month 
(checking for healthy soil): 

 

Like a good cake, soil should rise 

well and feel light and springy 

under your feet. Can you easily 

push a screwdriver in up to the 

handle?   
 --Dr. Christine Jones,  

 Australian soil scientist 

“A neighbor feeds the same base ration 

as I, a plant-based feed formula, and 

promotes his eggs as being produced on 

a vegetable diet. His birds also freely 

range and freely and eagerly consume 

any number of animal protein forms 

(worms, insects and the odd baby mouse 

or small lizard). Thus his birds are as 

bloody of beak and talon as any of the 

hunting raptors that soar above.”   

 --Kelly Klober  

 from ACRES U.S.A. 

 ACRES USA is a an alternative 

agriculture magazine that has been 

challenging mainline farming 

assumptions for years.  It may infuriate 

you at times or else elicit an “Amen!”  If 

you’d like to look at some copies, we 

have some from the last few years to 

give away.  Use our email to request 

them, please.   

 

 

 B.C.. poet and naturalist Harold 

Rhenisch has taught me to look more 

closely at the world around me through 

his photography and incisive 

questioning.  The photos that conclude 

this issue share what I saw when I began 

to look closely at the hay and haylage I 

am feeding our cows.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Violet orchard grass seedheads:  summer’s colour preserved for our winter solace.   
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Timothy head still showing colour, too.  

Canary grass and dandelion with an allusion to a rainbow blessing. 


