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We practice curiosity.  We consider 

research, discussion, learning from our 
neighbours and regular walks through our 
property as essential to our vocation.   
Creativity and independence are partners 
with curiosity.   
 

News and Views:   
 Here’s what one European farmer said 

about finding ways to ‘live in peace and 

harmony with nature’ :  “It is important 

to remain flexible and not to invest 

money in rigid farming methods that will 

become unprofitable the second the 

market changes.  My experiences and 

ideas along with the old farming 

methods that I want to bring back should 

encourage you to think and act 

independently again.”   

 Here is a link to  a 2016 article from 

Acres USA about lambing.  Perhaps you 

would like to comment on it or give your 

suggestions on the topic.  
ecofarmingdaily.com/pasture-vs-shed-lambing/  

 Here’s what noted Canadian novelist 

Sharon Butala said about her late 

husband, Peter.   “He [Peter] told me 

many times that by marrying young, 

men guaranteed that the finanacial 

pressure involved in raising a family 

meant that they would not be able to take 

any of their land out of production in 

order to rest it for a year or several years 

as he sometimes did; that they would 

have to put too many head of cattle on 

their grass, which would result in 

damage to the grass, and as the roots 

weakened invader plants such as crested 

wheatgrass, or forbs such as sage, would 

crowd out the nutritious and cattle-

friendly native plants.  As our years 

together passed, he cut back his herd 

more and more in order to preserve the 

quality of the prairie under his control.” 

Ed. Note:  The Butala family once 

farmed and ranched on thousands 

(5,300) hectares of land by lease and 

through purchase of acres in 

southwestern Saskatchewan.   
Source:  Where I Live Now, Sharon Butala.  

 There are a number of local people who 

have been interested in pastured pork 

using moveable pens (hogmobiles).  For 

those interested in a description of an 

organic farm hog building with 

rotational grazing in fixed pastures, 

please check out 

http://rodaleinstitute.org/modern-family-

farm-scaled-pastured-pork-production/ . 

 Among all the birds moving through or 

staying in our area, Neil Lettinga and I 

provisionally identified soaring broad-

winged hawks.  Commented one of my 

acquaintances:  “Exciting to think of 

Broad-winged Hawks being here, though 

I note in Ted Floyd’s  Smithsonian Field 

Guide, their summer range is moving 

further north and west.  Change in range 

seems to be happening with a number of 

species.  I think the birds know more 

about a changing climate than some 

people give them credit for.” 

 For a really low-key Youtube clip on 

rotationally-grazing Angus cattle, check 

out this:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=olO

AU3htOBs  

 

 

http://ecofarmingdaily.com/pasture-vs-shed-lambing/
http://rodaleinstitute.org/modern-family-farm-scaled-pastured-pork-production/
http://rodaleinstitute.org/modern-family-farm-scaled-pastured-pork-production/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=olOAU3htOBs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=olOAU3htOBs
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4-H Display Educational Displays Show Art, Curiosity, and 

Research 

Area 4H-ers presented their educational displays at Davidson Hall at the B.V. Fall Fair 

Grounds on Saturday, May 5.  These displays “work” without 4H members present to answer 

questions.  They are the only major communications project that don’t feature public 

speaking.  The photos below show only a small selection of the displays.   (The judges in the 

top photo are looking at mirror images of the displays in order to demonstrate their 

imaginative vision. . . or the Just Farmers editor’s ignorance of cameras and computers.) 
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The Lite Stuff:   Old sayings, advice, maxims 
   It was only in the nineteenth century that the theft of a sheep or a lamb in some parts of the 
country (U.K.) ceased to be punishable by death.  Two centuries earlier the saying ‘as well be 
hanged for a sheep as for a lamb’ was already a much-quoted proverb, implying that if the 
consequences are the same, it is worthwhile aiming for something of higher value than of lower. 
   As it developed, the saying broadened in meaning, advising at half-measures, but encouraging 
boldness of endeavour, particularly when an illicit enterprise was being undertaken.  
   --excerpt from A Pig in a Poke.  A good gift idea.  I recommend it.    ISBN 1-84013-624-3 
 

  

 From last issue. . .  The common name of Taraxacum officinale mentioned in an article about 

pasture herbs?  You may have guessed it:  the dandelion.   Having grown tillage radishes 

(intentionally) and dandelions (unintentionally), I would like to say that the radish root and 

the dandelion roots are comparable in penetrating the soil.   

 

 Here is a press release from the B.C. Department of Agriculture about the Agricultural Land 

Commission review. 

 

British Columbians have their say in revitalizing the ALR 

VICTORIA - More than 2,300 British Columbians responded with their ideas on how the 

Province can support the Agricultural Land Commission preserve farmland and encourage 

farming. 

 Their input will help guide the Ministry of Agriculture as it strengthens the Agricultural 

Land Commission (ALC) and the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). 

The consultation took place from Feb. 5 to April 30, 2018, and was led by an independent 

committee made up of volunteers with diverse agricultural backgrounds and experiences. The 

committee heard from British Columbians at stakeholder meetings in nine communities, and 

through written submissions and online consultation. 

 The input the committee received will help frame its recommendations for an ALR that 

will serve future generations of British Columbians, and will be provided to Agriculture Minister 

Lana Popham this summer. 

 The top three themes identified in responses during the consultation were: 

* A defensible and defended ALR - identified by 1,203 British Columbians 

* Food security and B.C.'s agricultural contribution - identified by 1,146 British 

Columbians 

* Residential uses in the ALR - identified by 866 British Columbians 

 People from throughout the province participated in the consultation online, including 

more than 750 farmers, 115 agriculture specialists and more than 1,400 responses from the 

general public. There were also 240 responses from people representing an agricultural industry 

or interest group. South Coast residents completed 900 surveys, while submissions from the 

Island topped 800, with close to 200 from the Okanagan, and more than 100 from each of the 

North, Kootenay and Interior regions. 
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Why Grow Sweet Clover? 
 

 

Why might you think of growing sweet clover in your fields—pastures and haylands?  

Adding nitrogen?  Yes, according to the U.S. SARE organisation:  “. . . sweet clover usually 

produces about 100 lb. N/A, but can produce up to 200 lb. N/A with good fertility and 

rainfall.”  There are other reasons besides biomass and the fact that sweet clover can grow on 

gravel.  Here are some photos showing sweet clover root in its second and final year (it is a 

biennial).  Imagine what those roots would do to break up hardpan, aerate the soil, and so on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  Photos:  

 

1.  Look at the soil-penetrating root of this 

plant, just beginning its second and final year 

of growth.  

2.  Rhizobial nodulation beginning. 

 

Note;  If you are thinking of growing sweet 

clover for feed, it’s best to get a low-

coumarin type like Norgold yellow.  


