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The Lite Stuff:   Old sayings, advice, maxims 
“If beards were all, then goats would preach.”  This is a more recent version of the older 
proverb ‘An old goat is never the more revered for his beard’.  Both carry the meaning that 
old age alone (identified by the reference to beards) is not a hallmark of wisdom and that 
true wisdom lies deeper than superficial appearances.     
  --excerpt from A Pig in a Poke.  A good gift idea.  I recommend it.    ISBN 1-84013-624-3 
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Foundation:  We think of the soil as 
an organism and work to feed our soil 
as a complex web of life, not as a 
mine for crops. 
News and Views:   
 What does sustainable mean as far as 

soil and crop production?  ‘As far back 

as 1924, Rudolf Steiner said that the 

primary requirement for healthy farms 

and gardens is self-sufficiency. In his 

words, “Properly speaking, any manures 

or the like which you bring into the farm 

from outside should be regarded rather 

as a remedy for a sick farm.” ’   

 I wonder if anyone in the Bulkley Valley 

has ever used the following to control 

Canada thistles:  “This can be done 

when sowing, or even after weed 

emergence if conditions are dry, by 

boom spraying 2-5 kilograms of calcium 

nitrate along with 2.6-4 gallons of 

molasses dissolved in 43 gallons or more 

of water per acre. This amounts to a low 

potency homeopathic dosage as there is 

hardly enough calcium nitrate to shake a 

stick at, and yet the balance tends to shift 

beautifully and shut down the weeds.”   

 Comment:  This is advice to be considered 

when reseeding.  It makes no claims about 

affecting establishing fields with Canada 

thistle problems.  There are drawbacks to 

calcium nitrate, but one of the advantages is 

that is contains a considerable amount of 

calcium which may help meet crop N needs 

and affect pH.  It is mostly used in 

greenhouse operations.  It is quite expensive.  

One biological farm adviser in the U.S. now 

produces liquid calcium nitrate for field use. 

( Keep your wallet handy.) 

 More about calcium nitrate.  First, note 

that, while it at one point was accepted 

by some organic certifiers, it is not 

accepted for organic regimes now.  
Source:  
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/garden-

how-to/soil-fertilizers/calcium-nitrate-

fertilizer.htm  
 

 Thinking of amending your soil with 

natural products?  Here’s What Libby 

Whitttall Catling (Fort Reliance, NWT) 

wrote about her recent column (in NWT 

News):  “We all worked very hard last 

spring and I am finally happy with the 

configuration of our raised garden beds.  

My soil amendments this year consist of 

dried moose stomach contents.  Two big 

round stomachs full of willow tips had 

sat frozen in the back yard all winter and 

between the dogs and the ravens, all that 

was left in the late spring was the brown 

crumbly partially digested plant matter.”  

So find a moose, shoot it, and . . .  
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 The Weed Report:    On the left is silene.  It isn’t listed as noxious or invasive on the 

Northwest B.C. list that I’ve seen, but is on the Peace River list.  On the right. . .  if someone 

gives you a bouquet like this, find out where she/he got the flowers and run, run, run, and root up 

the plants.  They are field scabious.  Here’s what the guide says:  Field scabious (Knautia 

arvensis) also known as blue buttons or pincushion scabious, invades roadsides, pastures, and 

fields where it replaces desirable vegetation.”   They are basal leaved, like hawkweed, which 

means that if you mow them, you don’t get the leaves hugging the ground, but do set back 

grasses and clovers that compete with the scabious.  (For the same reason, hawkweed cannot be 

“mowed out.”)   Shirley Hamblin of Houston can fill you in and how much of a problem field 

scabious can be on agricultural land.   

 

A pasture photo essay:   How can I/we improve? 

Below are some photos of a pasture that is being 

grazed the third time this year.   There are things that 

look good, but I ask readers for ideas of improvement? 
 
Here’s a photo showing alsike clover (which I didn’t plant 
but which seems to show up pretty well everywhere “in 
fits and starts.”   The blob just below the electric wire on 
the left is orchard grass.   There is some dandelion 
showing, and that “haze” of reddish grass heads.   What 
about that reddish grass?   Is that grass—which seems 
everywhere this year—the grass called redtop, planted in 
some areas?  It seems to have replaced lots of orchard 
grass, but is stalkier.  Do have any ideas of where it came 
from and whether you think it makes good pasture?  Good 
hay?  Let us know your thoughts, please.   
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The photo on right is a closeup of the grass in 
the paddock just before the third grazing.  The 
wider-leaved grass blades are orchard grass 
and there is one alsike plant and one red 
clover plant showing.     
 
Should there be more species of plants for 
pasture?  Maybe trefoil, some ryegrass or. . . if 
we follow New Zealand’s lead, forage chicory? 
 

 

 

Below:  What do you think?  Should this grass be grazed for the third time or saved for a light cutting of 

hay?  Should it be set aside as deferred grazing for September or later? 
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Eutychus (the cow) is 

happy with grazing this 

tiny paddock.  (Field in 

background just 

harvested as haylage.) 

Some general questions:  

would you clip the 

paddock after this 

grazing?  There seem to 

different opinion about 

the value of clipping?  

What’s you view? 

 

 

Final note:  These photos 

are taken from planned 

rotation of paddocks on 

the best land.  The poor 

fields are very poor this 

year.  Weather no doubt 

plays a part in poor yield.  

Even with all the snow 

cover, the poor fields 

were dry.  Any advice for 

the future on improving 

existing stands on poorer 

fields?     
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Photo gallery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above:  scarlet runner beans grown in an apartment in Iqaluit, Nunavut.  

Below:  open air market in Vancouver’s Chinatown with pigeons helping themselves.   


