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Yes, Yes,Yes!  to the sentiments 

expressed in Matthew Williamson’s poem 

which you will find on page 5.  Thank you, 

Matt, for allowing us to publish it.   

News and Views: 
 Here is a list of garden plants that either 

were successes or . . . well. . . flops in 

our garden and greenhouse this year.  

Please feel free to write with contrary 

opinions and reports which I’ll publish 

in the next issue. 
+Laurentian rutabagas (see photos at end 

of this newsletter). 

+Godetia (flowers)—see previous 

newsletters. 

-Armenian cucumbers 

-Martini cucumbers 

+++ (And blessings without end to 

whomever developed it)  Superschmeltz 

kohl rabi.   After a summer of drought, 

heat—everything bad for kohl rabi, the 

large huge kohl rabis we harvested are 

very sweet and tender:  not woody at all.  

A guest commented that they taste a 

little like jicama, a tasty vegetable that 

you can buy at the supermarket.   

+This year we grew peaches and cream 

early hybrid and caffe hybrid.  Both did 

great. We don’t direct seed.  (Nelly 

Rhebergen, Smithers). 

 

 Here is a list of forage crops and how 

they did on Eskerhazy Farm.   Again, 

please let us know your experiences: 

- Last year we spread some orchard 

grass seed with manure in the fall.  It 

germinated but didn’t establish from 

what we could see.  

 

+ The red clover we spread last fall 

and this spring before the first grazing 

thickened the stand, in some places quite 

remarkably.   

+ The legume seed  (trefoil, red clover, 

sweet clover) that we spread on lanes 

and after the second grazing remained 

dormant all through the summer drought.  

During the last few weeks—after some 

rain—it has germinated all over on bare 

spots and on manure piles.  

- The berseem clover that we tried out 

to thicken alfalfa stands just didn’t have 

enough strength to compete.  It was 

visible after a hay cutting but either 

because of the weather or other reasons, 

it didn’t grow much before frost.  (It is 

an annual.) 

- The berseem clover we planted in 

black ground with some other forages 

did much better and reached 24” (60 cm) 

in some patches.  It did not grow back 

well, however, after one grazing and a 

pasture clip (for thistles).   

+ A “sacrifice paddock” from the 

winter of 2016-1017 which we scarified 

(harrow) and then top-seeded with 

legumes did very well in 2018.  We 

didn’t work that paddock hard at all 

during summer 2017 (only two quick, 

light grazings, one in midsummer and a 

“walk-through” in early fall).  This 

summer we had lush growth of yellow 

sweet clover and red clover along with 

timothy and some trefoil.   We grazed it 

twice and made hay out of part of it and 

there is a good growth right now for one 

more fall grazing.   
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Kestrel Houses Help Provide Natural Rodent Control 

 If you drive along most country roads in the Bulkley Valley or along Highway 16, you 

probably have seen a small bird (about the same size as a robin or Steller’s jay but more 

streamlined than either) on the power lines looking down on the roadside.  If you make hay, 

you’ve probably seen these same birds hovering over windrows and snatching voles and mice in 

competition with ravens and crows.  

Although kestrels occasionally catch small birds they feed 

mostly on mice, voles, and grasshoppers.  Pretty hard NOT 

to appreciate a sleek, beautiful, predator control helper.   

“They rely on old woodpecker holes, natural tree hollows, 

rock crevices, and nooks in buildings and other human-built 

structures.”  https://www.allaboutbirds.org   

There is considerable competition for these cavities. Other 

users may include squirrels, small owls, wood ducks, 

buffleheads, and starlings.  Perhaps the biggest factors 

negatively affecting kestrel populations are “clean farming 

practices” that leave few snags and mature trees and 

pesticides that enter the food chain and decrease kestrel’s 

prey numbers.   

Several landowners in Quick were given the opportunity to 

work with Michael Warne of 

https://www.warneinthewild.com/ this fall.  Michael (with the help of his father) came through 

the Bulkley Valley, offering to erect kestrel nesting boxes in suitable habitat.  

 

Ken Warne, Michael’s father, 

with a kestrel nesting box.  

Michael checking out a prime 

location (right). 

  

Male kestrel 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/
https://www.warneinthewild.com/
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Up the ladder.   

Fastening the box 

with observers 

saying, “Make 

sure that thing is 

level, darn it.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two retired teachers, one golden retriever and one biologist discussing things. 
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When we asked if kestrels would likely use the box nest spring, Michael Warne said, “If there 

are kestrels around, they will likely use the box.  If I say they will for sure, it may take three 

years.  If I say, Probably in a few years, they will probably use it right away.  [Ed. Note:  We think 

that probably in a few years applies to the kestrels on Morden Road in Quick.  Wink, wink.] 

  

Low-income housing.  Payment in mice, voles, and grasshoppers 
accepted. 
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I Was Born To Be A Farmer 
 

I was born to be a farmer. 

To raise, to nurture, to water, to feed. 

To care, to love, to plant, to seed. 

 

It's who I am, my calling, my life. 

Spending time learning with my kids and my wife. 

 

Planting the crops, harvesting the hay. 

Checking the cows, there's calves on the way. 

 

The sheep are loose, the dogs chase the goat. 

The kids are all dirty, it's a struggle to stay afloat. 

 

But there's no better life, so wholesome and free. 

I was born to be a farmer, it's a farmer’s life for me. 
 

Mathew Williamson 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt’s parents’ farm across François Lake during the fire on one of the days with favourable 

winds! 
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♫  My Favourite Things  ♫ 

 
Introduction:  Don’t think of Julie Andrews singing from an Austrian mountaintop, but the 

following photo essay consists of photos of one of my favourite things to do in the garden:  

harvesting roots before putting them away in the root cellar.  Those long things are cylindra 

beets.  
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Rutabagas. 


