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Quote of the Month:“In the 

operation of a cattle enterprise it 
would be more useful to understand 
how grass grows than to know how to 
operate a hay baler.”   Source:  Don 
Ashford in onpasture.com . 

Ed. Note:  This quotation is a great source of 
comfort to me because I’m always uneasy around 
small square balers.  There are knotters and 
chambers and knives and other strange terms that 
I’ve never quite understood.    As strange to me as 
tintinnabulation, metonomy, and oxymoron may 
be  to others, I guess.    
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Why do you farm?  
“If a man’s home is his castle, then 

his farm is his kingdom—what a 

privilege, what a responsibility, what 

a joy.”   --Luke Eising in Acres U.S.A. 

(November 2018). Used with permission. 

 

News and Views: 
 USDA-SARE Definition of a Healthy 

Soil 

 Accommodates active and diverse 

populations of beneficial organisms, 

with plant pest populations 

minimized by beneficials. 

 Contains high levels of relatively 

fresh residues that provide 

beneficials with food. 

 Includes high levels of decomposed 

organic matter, which help it retain 

both water and readily leachable 

nutrients. 

 Contains low levels of such toxic 

compounds as soluble aluminum and 

only low to moderate concentrations 

of salt. 

 Supports adequate levels of nutrients 

because excessive nutrients can 

make the crop more attractive to 

insect pests or can increase the threat 

of surface or subsurface water 

pollution. 

 Has a sufficiently porous surface 

with many pores connected to 

subsoil to permit easy entry by 

rainfall or irrigation water. 

 Has good tilth that allows plant roots 

to easily penetrate large volumes of 

soil.    Source: USDA Sustainable 

Agriculture Research & Education 

 (SARE):www.sare.org 

 

 Here’s a description of a farmer and 

scientist whose goals are more than 

increased profit or crop harvests: 

“[Andrew] Smith’s approach is people-

centered, ultimately aimed at improving 

quality of life for both farmers and 

consumers. His philosophy can be seen 

in action at the 140-acre organic farm he 

owns with his wife. Alongside a pick-

your-own fruit operation, the farm boasts 

a “Universally Accessible Garden” with 

raised beds at varying heights and 

wheelchair-accessible pathways so 

people of all ages and abilities can visit 

and connect with each other. Produce 

from the garden goes to local food banks 

and is distributed with assistance from 

Philabundance, Philadelphia’s largest 

hunger relief organization. Smith’s farm 

is a microcosm of the regenerative 

model: good for everyone involved.” 

Source: 

https://rodaleinstitute.org/blog/rodale-

institute-announces-chief-scientist/  

 “The Sandhills Calving System uses 

larger, contiguous, pastures for calving, 

https://rodaleinstitute.org/blog/rodale-institute-announces-chief-scientist/
https://rodaleinstitute.org/blog/rodale-institute-announces-chief-scientist/
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rather than high animal-density calving 

lots. Cows are turned into the first 

calving pasture as soon as the first calves 

are born.”   If you haven’t considered 

this calving system perhaps you will 

want to look at 

https://beef.unl.edu/beefreports/symp-

2007-17-xx.shtml which describes a 

calving system that aims to improve calf 

health by reducing or eliminating scours.   

 It is said that animals talk at midnight on 

Christmas Eve.  Although we would 

love to hear what the sheep have to say, 

my partner and I were never able to stay 

awake that late.  Every year we joked 

about setting the alarm and going out to 

eavesdrop but it seems to be too much 

trouble.  Then we heard that if a farmer 

should be so unlucky as to hear their 

animals talk, they will be dead before 

dawn.  –H.H.

***** 
Editorial 

Comments about the adapting to climate change conference 
Held at Round Lake Hall, November 14, 2018 

  The conference was marked by a greater amount of small-group discussion than many 

other agricultural meetings that feature an expert and then the speech/question period 

format.  We’ll list some of the items that came from our group or were given at the 

plenary sessions.  There are many more comments that we’ll be glad to publish another 

time if you send them to us.  

. A question no one asked:  will increasingly hot summers increase protein in 

forages and vegetables?  

. Meredith is a two-row variety of barley that deer, elk, and bears find irritating 

because of the rough awns.  It has the advantage of being a non-hybrid, so you 

can save your own seed.  Barley for combining should be seeded before May 20 

in the Bulkley Valley.   

. One of the problems that may increase due to climate change is the appearance 

and persistence of weeds.   Getting rid of weeds is a limited focus:  building soil is 

a more comprehensive focus.  

. Soil should be 8
o
 C. for direct seeding of vegetables.  

. We need projects, pilots about the best methods of seeding fall-planted grains; 

farmers have had mixed results with winter wheat last year.  We need more 

information and experience from this area.  

. The phrase “farm commodities” occurs quite often in the handouts and discussion.  

Seeing the farm holistically with animals, crops, pasture—diversity in “tame” and 

wild life forms may well be the healthiest response to climate change.  

. We need local, reasonably-price lime and/or gypsum to address our soil needs and 

get things in balance.  

. Capillary action stops at about 85
o
 F. or 29.4

o 
C. 

. All the organizations, acronyms, websites, and initials make it difficult to know 

who to contact with input, requests, ideas, etc.   

. There is a dearth of information about local experiences of climate change, 

whether from First Nations elders, pioneer farmers, easily-available reports, 

summaries of the work of the old Experimental Farm, etc.  

https://beef.unl.edu/beefreports/symp-2007-17-xx.shtml
https://beef.unl.edu/beefreports/symp-2007-17-xx.shtml
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. The co-ordinators’ presentations would have been helped by anecdotes from their 

own experiences in agriculture.  

. The Smithers Farmers’ Institute formerly did a lot of bulk purchasing for its 

members.  We need some organization or retail business that will provide 

purchasing for new forages such as Bruce trefoil, low-alkaloid canary grass, 

switchgrass (possibly), quick-drying red clover, Mountainview sainfoin, Oxley II 

milkvetch, various “minor” grasses, etc., so that each of us doesn’t have to search 

for and arrange transportation on our own.  

. Building resilience in agriculture in the face of climate change may involve 

thinking of the size and shape of fields, a reliance on a cash (credit) economy, the 

soil health, a holistic view of farm goals which includes family, economic, and 

community health, local sources of agricultural products and services, 

connections to a local urban community, and many other factors.  There is no 

simple fix.  

. There is a very urgent need for solar pumps and aerators for ponds that are 

relatively easy to maintain and at a reasonable price.  (“They can put a man on the 

moon, but . . . .”)    A demonstration of ram pumps for watering systems would be 

very helpful because they use hydraulic pressure and use no external power 

source.  

. Honeybees suffer from hotter, dryer weather; native bees seem to be 

comparatively hardier and more active.  

. The most-referenced influences of climate change are almost always negatives.  

There are positives, too:  “possibility for additional cuts of hay; opportunities to 

grow new types of crops; potential for season extension” are a few found in our 

handouts.   

. Some of the speakers could not be heard because the Round Lake sound system 

was not used consistently. 

. One member of a group told of climate change making it more likely that his 

viticulture (grape-growing) near Telkwa may succeed.   

 

 About the need for community.  Many of the attendees shared their own experiences—

successes and failures, good practices and worse—in the small-group discussions.  One 

recurring theme was that we need local pilot projects and test plots.  This has come up in 

virtually all agriculture conferences we’ve attended during the last few years.  “Alone,” 

said one wag, “is in bad company.”  Alone also leaves one vulnerable to errors.  Four 

eyes are better than two, and fifty better than four.   

   Take, for example, the lack of success some of us have had with managed, rotational 

grazing (whether called mob grazing, management-intensive grazing, or cell grazing—all 

various ways of increasing grassland production in a holistic way).  Here’s what one of 

the leaders of the Savory Institute says about going it alone:  “The typical thing that 

happened was that a farmer would go back home [from a conference], put in a fence and 

start rotating animals.  It would be a disaster, and they would leave it behind.  That was 

because they were so alone in trying to move it forward.”   Daniela Ibarra-Howell, 

“Eyeing a Common Goal.”  This article was previously published in Acres U.S.A. 
magazine, the Voice of Eco-Agriculture.  Used with permission.   
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Things Ovine:  by Harriet Hall, Dancing Bee Farm, Hazelton, B.C. 

Our Pastures 

Introduction:   With our attention directed at building a new home, things [pastures] were 
somewhat neglected and a bit slower than I would have liked.  Having said this “regen” 
[regenerating pastures and regenerative farming in general] using small tools and livestock 
takes more time than otherwise.  At our previous place sheep in partnership with us 
completely transformed a cinquefoil-infested pasture into a lush and productive one over the 
course of 10 years using the techniques below.  HH 
 

At the moment we have around  40 acres of pasture which has been under our supervision since 

2015.  The property owners 2 back had the idea that they would scrape up all the topsoil and sell 

it.  Fortunately they only managed to scrape it up. The next owner did his best to redistribute the 

soil and replant.  We inherited the result which was some what uneven in terms of soil quality; 

areas of sufficient soil to support a good mix of grasses and red clover and areas where currently 

moss, hawk weed, thistle and some yet to be identified  weed patches  exist. We are medieval 

farmers, preferring to use simple tools and a no till approach to regenerative and eco agricultural 

practices. 

 

 

Of the total we have 2 well fenced pastures totalling 15 acres where we began our regeneration 

project.  In 2015 we began by physically pulling the thistle.  in each succeeding year there is 

much less.  In 2016 we “roughed" 

this area up,  spread a lot of sheep 

manure, then over seeded with a mix 

of orchard grass, red clover, bird’s 

foot trefoil, sweet yellow clover and 

a small amount of phacelia and 

buckwheat left over from a bee 

forage planting.  We had two 

grazing rotations the first year, and 

in the fall we threw some more seed 

of the same mixture around any bare 

spots.  In both 2017 and 2018 we 

had 3 rotations (mid-May, end of 

June and mid-August).  Historically, 

this area is sub-irrigated but this 

summer both our bog and pond 

almost dried up so  it is likely that the subsoil moisture was similarly affected.  

 

The other 25 acres which I had unsuccessfully frost seeded as a temporary measure, was used in 

between rotations and with the drought was finally depleted by mid-September.  A creek which 

had previously provided an unfenced barrier between the pasture and the highway got so low the 
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sheep began crossing it.  Needing to keep the flock confined we opted to put them back into half 

of the well fenced and regenerating 15 acres in order to feed them hay. Of course they were hard 

on this plot so we will see what comes back in the spring. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 


