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Quote of the Month:  “This 

[farming] is so much more than just 
stewardship of the land. It’s about 
modeling the behaviors that we all 
should have, whether we’re a 
homeowner in town, a 10-acre 
ranchette, or a 10,000 acre ranch.”     
– Tanse Herrmann, USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
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Need a New Year’s Resolution?  
   “I used to think that top global 
environmental problems were biodiversity 
loss, ecosystem collapse and climate 
change. I thought that with 30 years of 
good science we could address these 
problems, but I was wrong. The top 
environmental problems are selfishness, 
greed and apathy and to deal with these we 
need a spiritual and cultural transformation 
and we scientists don’t know how to do 
that.”    --Gus Speth, Dean of the Yale 
School of Forestry and Environmental 
Studies. 
 

News and Views: 
 I have a number of old issues of Graze 

magazine that I’d like to give away.  

Please let me know by email if you’d 

like some to peruse.  Along with 

onpasture.com, I would rate Graze as 

tied as most-useful magazine for those 

raising livestock at pasture for at least 

part of the year.  

 Speaking of onpasture.com, please check 

out the most recent issue for an article 

and You-tube video about how a South 

Dakota family restored rangeland to 

ecological and agricultural health.  
https://onpasture.com/2018/12/17/good-

grazing-management-brings-an-ecosystem-

back-to-life/ The location of the ranch is 

South Dakota (Sturgis) but the principles or 

ethos of the ranch could be applied in this 

area, too.    

 Editorial comment:  By the way, if you 

have previously heard of Sturgis, South 

Dakota, it was probably in connection 

with an extremely popular and famous 

motorcycle rally.  My dream would be  

 

that Sturgis—and perhaps Fort Fraser or 

Houston or Quick—would be travel 

destinations for farmers and ranchers from 

all over who come to see how we take care 

of the land resulting in productive farms and 

ranches; thriving, diverse wildlife—flora 

and fauna; and dynamic rural communities 

with strong values of care and encourage- 

ment to residents.  ♫”You may say I’m a 

dreamer,/But I’m not the only one.” ♫  (I 

think someone may have said this before.)     

 

 

 Wisconsin lost 638 dairy farms in 2018, 

according to the latest data from the state 

Department of Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection. That's a 7.25 

percent decline in the number of 

registered dairy herds — the biggest 

drop since records started in 2004.  
Source:  https://www.wpr.org/wisconsin-

lost-record-breaking-percent-dairy-farms-

2018   

 From our Telkwa Museum historian, 

Doug Boersma:  “Oct. 21, 1925.  Grain 

throughout the valley is threshing out in 

good shape. The reports from all sides 

are most favourable and from the 

Palmer, Bourgon, Barger, Wright, 

Flockhart and other ranchers we hear of 

oats going from 68 to 88 bushels per 
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acre.  [Ed. Note:  I think this was from The 

Interior News.] 
 A few weeks ago, we mentioned the 

difficulty of using words to preserve 

their meaning, rather than as empty 

slogans or dead metaphors.  Here’s an 

attempt by John Ikerd to define 

sustainability:  “economically viable, 

ecologically sound, and socially 

responsible.”  What do those words 

mean?  We hope to quote from Don 

Ashford (one of onpasture.com’s herd of 

writers—pun intended).  

 From the “Greener-than-thou” 

department.  “If you think that by 

“buying intensively-reared chicken or 

cereals, the consumer will be sparing a 

tropical forest is meaningless—the 

chicken may have been fed on soy from 

recently cleared rainforest, and any 

spared forest may be cleared for 

biofuels. . . .” Source:  

www.soilassociation.org/news  [Ed. note:  

You probably know already that it is the 

production of soy for export that is one 

cause 

of 

deforestation in Brazil.  Using less land to 

produce more meat in Canada may actually 

mean using more land in other places to 

grow food for animals raised intensively in 

confinement here.] 

 The map below shows the size of the 

Amazon basin relative to the size of the 

U.S.A.  One source says this:   “Satellite 

data reveal that between August 2017 to 

2018, 1.1 million acres of Brazilian 

Amazonian forest were cleared.”   By 

the way 1.1 million acres is equal to 

about twice the size of P.E.I.   

  However, we need to be careful when 

we say, “Oh, they [never identified] are 

clearing the Amazon rainforest in order 

to grow soybeans.”  “Most soybean 

cultivation takes place outside the 

rainforest in the neighboring cerrado 

grassland ecosystem and in areas that 

have already been cleared.”  Logging is 

another source of forest degradation.   

  

http://www.soilassociation.org/news
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 Something to ponder.  “Chemical 

agriculture is largely a 20th century 

phenomenon based on the great 19th 

century chemist, Justus von Liebig’s 

premise that plants only take up nutrition 

as soluble salts — an assumption he 

repudiated toward the end of his life. 

However, by then the fertilizer industry 

was making great strides by capitalizing 

on his error. 

  The shortcomings of ‘chemical’ agri-

culture became the starting point for bio-

dynamic agriculture and was why 

Rudolf Steiner introduced his 

Agriculture Course in 1924. But, by then 

the chemical approach had become 

dominant with the discovery in 1909 of 

the Haber Process, which produced 

ammonia from natural gas and air. 

Meanwhile, biodynamic agriculture 

became pigeonholed and marginalized as 

a cult of true believers rather than a truly 

scientific method born ahead of its 

time.”    Source:     

 https://www.ecofarmingdaily.com/co

 nsider-biodynamic-growing/   

 In Home Gardening at Its Best, Sal 

Gilbertie makes a strong case for raising 

rabbits for the balanced manure the 

bunnies produce.  He adds a caveat, 

however:  “I should add that rabbit 

manure isn’t the only great natural 

manure in the world.  The partially 

decomposed guano, or bat manure, that 

is collected from caves in the 

Southwestern United States is also rich 

in all three major plant nutrients.  But 

clearly it’s easier to raise rabbits in your 

yard than bats in your belfry.”   

 Comment on why licensing water 

rights will not—by itself—solve the 

problems of water shortages in B.C. 

agriculture.  This comes from the 

experience of drought in southwestern 

Wisconsin:  ‘From the drying up of the 

wells we learned that the need to protect 

the land was not just local.  A state 

geologist explained what he thought had 

happened.  Much of the well water in 

southwestern Wisconsin came from a 

layer of limestone buried three hundred 

feet or more below the surface of the 

ridges.  That layer of limestone slanted 

upward, to the north, so that,  . .in north 

central Wisconsin, the limestone lay at 

the surface.  There, it picked up water.  

That water seeped slowly southward 

through the limestone to our well, taking 

perhaps seventy-five years to make the 

trip.  And about seventy-five years 

before, the geologist pointed out, men 

had drained the surface water from the 

north central Wisconsin marshes to 

make more farmland.   

   The story of the seventy-five-year-old 

well water and the draining of the 

marshes made a deep impression on 

Father.  “There’s just too much we don’t 

know,” he said.  “How could somebody 

way up there know he was draining 

away our water supply?  For that matter, 

what are we doing right here that’s 

changing things someplace else?  We 

know what cutting off the timber has 

done—making floods in the valleys.”

 “I guess we can’t be expected to 

know everything in advance,” Mother 

said gently. 

     “That’s right.  But we can damn well 

go slow when we start changing things.  

We can admit that we’re playing around 

with something that’s a lot bigger than 

we are.” 

      . . . Father had thought of man in 

general as being an enemy of the land.  

The summer of the drouth [sic]  made 

him examine everything we were doing 

to see in what ways we, personally, were 

enemies of the land.’ 

Source:  The Land Remembers by 

Ben Logan.  Used by permission.   
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Things Ovine:  by Harriet Hall, Dancing Bee Farm, Hazelton, B.C. 

Winter in the Fold 

The sun is still behind the mountain and the longest night has been celebrated.  The sheep are 

content in their wooly coats and the ewes are approaching mid gestation.  We turn the ram in at 

the beginning of October so lambing begins in mid March.  I have lambed on the grass but prefer 

the colder weather with less disease, flies and mud.   

 

The hay shed is full with bales stacked floor to rafters.  We buy our hay rather than run the 

equipment and have been lucky to source heavy bales of good quality mixed grasses and alfalfa 

locally.  We used to calculate 10 sheep per bale per day for 7 months but now do much better 

than that.  

 

The market lambs have gone to slaughter and the good looking potential replacement “ewelings”  

have had their Tasvax 8 (clostridium, haemolyticum, perfingens and septicim tetani) and are now 

in separate quarters.  This medication is cheap insurance and I have seen a sheep suffer a terrible 

death from “lock jaw”.  We do not breed the lambs until their second fall. This allows time to 

select those with the best confirmation, have them mature physically and mentally; the return at 

the end of breeding life averages 3 plus years longer than that of a “teenage mom”.  

 

The barns have been cleaned; we have dirt floors and allow a bed of straw, also sourced locally, 

and manure to accumulate for several months.  Late Fall manure is stacked away from creek 

drainage and aged for use in the garden, berry patch and pastures; Spring manure is often applied 

right out the barn door as mulch.  Sheep manure is not hot and is well balanced at approximately 

1.4% (N) .5% (P2O5) 1.2%(K20)  with micronutrients such as Calcium, Boron, Copper, Iron, 

Magnesium, Manganese, Molybdenum, Zinc and Sulphur. With the added fibre from the straw, 

soil tilth and the microbiome is  also improved. 

 

There is free choice kelp meal and mineral available to supplement mainly for Boron and 

Calcium. The ewes have had their feet trimmed and will be good until after delivery.   We have 

the water located at a distance from the barns which ensures that everyone gets a good walk each 

day.  This seems to decrease difficult 

deliveries. 

 

We do house our sheep at night with 

guardian dogs in gated barns.   Despite the 

fact that we have a coyote den on our farm 

and have on occasion seen wolf tracks 

around the barns there have been no kills.  

 

The next 2 months will be relaxed and 

quiet for all as we enjoy the snow.      –HH 
 
Ed. Note:  These are not Harriet’s sheep nor is 
that fellow with the long neck an ovine.    

https://sheepgal.typepad.com/.shared/image.html?/photos/uncategorized/2008/03/30/cate_sheep_winter_breakfast.jpg

