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We believe. . . in practicing soil-

care.  We think of the soil as an 
organism and we tend our soil as a 
complex web of life, not as a mine for 
crops. 
 

 News and Views: 
 Birds and a perfect lawn?  About ten 

or fifteen years ago, a friend was visiting 

our farm and noted that the number of 

insectivorous birds was high:  “Not since 

I was a kid in Iowa—before everyone 

used lots of pesticides—have I seen so 

many.”  We should count ourselves 

fortunate.  We also need to be vigilant 

about our own uses of chemicals in our 

yards:  one of the most common herbi-

cides used on lawns contains 2,4,D.   

 On our farm it is time for frost-seeding.  

This year we have bare ground where an 

excavator did some work which we will 

seed (April 3, I hope) to sweet clover, 

red clover, and orchard grass.  We are 

also seeding some thin spots in the 

hayfield to bird’s-foot trefoil.  The 

trefoil may take some time (1-2 years?) 

to establish.  Finally, there is a small part 

of the corral that we will seed with red 

clover (there is plenty grass seed there 

that came through cow’s guts or spilled 

from hay).   
 

 Regarding adaptation to climate change 

in B.C., Karen McNamara’s study 

(published 2011) identified two barriers 

that especially affected the ability of 

small farms to adapt:   “One is having 

the right information and knowing what 

kind of opportunities, impacts and 

adaptation to expect.  The other barrier is 

having the resources in terms of time 

and money to take action.”   

The author goes on to say that “As 

climate change is now recognized as 

irrevocable, and as the importance of 

small farms is increasingly being 

recognized by both advocacy groups and 

huge forces in global agriculture such as 

the USDA [United States Department of 

Agriculture] and WalMart, now is the 

time to start considering the 

sustainability and value of small farm[s] 

in B.C.” 

 “Although small farm[s] may be 

viewed as unimportant or [a] declining 

industry at present, dismissing them may 

result in a lost opportunity as climate 

change predictions point to potential 

advantages to B.C. agriculture and small 

farms have potential resilience to some 

climate impacts.” 

Source:  etd6611@KMacNamara(3).pdf  
 Note:  The meetings held in Round Lake 

Hall this winter and spring began the 

process of supplying farmers with 

information and getting their input about 

what needs to be done.  

 Ian Mitchell-Innes, grazing specialist, 

says this about grazing:  “I have found 

that most of our problems stem from 

making rash decisions and not stepping 

back and truly thinking while weighing 

it against your farm family goals. I’ve 

found its best to go sit under a tree and 

watch your animals graze. Most of the 

answers are there if you can see the 

‘whole’ in the management. . . .”    

Source:  https://countryfolks.com/were-

not-overgrazing-were-under-managing/ 

mailto:etd6611@KMacNamara(3).pdf
https://countryfolks.com/were-not-overgrazing-were-under-managing/
https://countryfolks.com/were-not-overgrazing-were-under-managing/
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 “Although we hadn’t used any synthetic 

fertilizer containing phosphorus, the 

level in our kale was similar to the 

USDA reference value. And, in terms of 

calcium and zinc, our kale had twice as 

much as the reference value and four 

times the amount of folic acid.”  This is 

what David Montgomery and Anna 

Biklé discovered after they had spent 

years enriching their hard-pan subsoil in 

the backyard by means of adding every 

bit of organic material they could find in 

their Seattle area.  They avoided tillage 

and kept on adding more and more 

mulch until they had built a topsoil that 

was rich indeed!   See the whole article: 

https://www.resilience.org/stories/2019-

03-08/how-to-turn-dirt-into-soil/  
 Elections, elections, elections.  

Tomorrow, Alberta will have had a 

provincial election; we will participate in 

a national election this fall.  When 

thinking about politics it is easy to be 

cynical and dismissive.  Perhaps the 

example of the government of Wales 

may help us see that important matters 

may also be “on the table.”  Here are the 

goals of the Welsh government  

Well-being Goals 

“The Well-being of Future Generations 

(Wales) Act (2015) is about improving 

the social, economic, environmental and 

cultural well-being of Wales. It will 

make the public bodies listed in the Act 

think more about the long-term, work 

better with people and communities and 

each other, look to prevent problems and 

take a more joined-up approach. This 

will help us to create a Wales that we all 

want to live in, now and in the future. To 

make sure we are all working towards 

the same vision, the Act puts in place 

seven well-being goals.  

 A prosperous  Wales 

 A resilient  Wales 

 A healthier  Wales 

 A more equal Wales 

 A Wales of  cohesive communities 

 A Wales of  vibrant culture and thriving  

Welsh Language 

 A globally responsible Wales” 

You can find out more about this Act by 

checking www.gov.wales.    

Comment:  I’m sure we could imagine how 

such a list of goals could guide our daily 

decisions about life in a local or provincial 

or national area.  It would help us raise 

appropriate and vital questions about the use 

of our yards, our agriculture, our industrial 

activities, our education, etc.  In conver- 

sations with political candidates, perhaps we 

could ask them to consider long-term goals 

such as the folks in Wales have done.   

 

Why do we need this law?The 

importance of farm culture:  a 

view from the United Kingdom 

 “Well, I have long believed that 

farming plays a crucial role in society. 

The clue, as they say, is in the title 

“Agri-culture.”• A word made up of 

two words. Yes, it is about the land, but 

it is also about the culture that those who 

work on the land create, not least a 

landscape which is the product of 

countless generations of farmers who 

have laboured on the land, from the 

uplands of Cumbria to the Downs of 

Sussex; from the Fens of East Anglia to 

the hills of Wales; from the Western 

Isles of Scotland to the Channel Islands. 

Today, as never before, the countryside 

has become a place where those who 

live in towns and cities come to recharge 

their batteries, to find spiritual peace in a 

https://www.resilience.org/stories/2019-03-08/how-to-turn-dirt-into-soil/
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2019-03-08/how-to-turn-dirt-into-soil/
http://www.gov.wales/
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Quote of the Month:  

“I will argue that every scrap of biological diversity is priceless, to be 
learned and cherished, and never to be surrendered without a struggle.” 
 --E.O. Wilson  
Wilson has long taken a special interest in preserving endangered species. In 2005, he 
assisted in establishing a nonprofit, the E.O. Wilson Biodiversity Foundation, devoted 
to achieving this goal. 
 Wilson has been honored with countless awards, including the American 
Humanist Association's Humanist of the Year in 1999, Time magazine's 25 Most 

Influential People in America in 1995, and the Pulitzer Prize for The Ants in 1991. 

 

world which can seem overwhelmingly 

noisy and frenetic. 

 What matters, though, is we all 

recognize that this culture and the sense 

of place rural landscapes create are not 

something fixed in aspic. They are alive 

and have to be kept alive and vibrant. 

You can only do that if you have a care 

for the well-being of rural communities. 

Indeed, the very idea of a vibrant rural 

community without farming is as 

ridiculous as the notion that you can 

have a vibrant railway network without 

any trains!  

 It is the people and what they do that 

creates the beating heart of our 

countryside, the vitality that comes from 

the busy village shop and pub, a thriving 

school, from the Church and W.I, and so 

on and so forth. It comes from the 

tractors in the fields, the skilled work of 

the stonewallers and hedgelayers, the 

livestock, the growing crops and the 

landscape’s biodiversity now so much 

under threat from a combination of 

climate change, diseases of every kind 

and also insensitive development-- 

which is absolutely fundamental to 

sustainable farming and to the economy.     

  

All of these elements make up a living, 

breathing countryside which is as 

precious as any ancient cathedral. This is 

why 

everything 

must be 

focussed on 

making sure 

that farmers 

are able to 

keep on 

farming in a 

way that 

provides them 

with a decent 

living, and that they do it while working 

with Nature and not against her.” 

 Source:  

www.princeofwales.gov.uk/speech/spee

ch-prince-wales-oxford-farming-

 conference   
(You may have heard of the author before.) 

 

 We are purchasing some apple trees 

from Klondike Nursery near Dawson 

City, Yukon.  We’ll let you know how 

they do as time goes by.  Meanwhile, 

check out the website at 

www.klondikevalley.com  

 Recently the Instituto de Investigación 

Científica de Arqueología Peruana 

issued the following statement: 

“There were already indigenous 

chickens in South America that were 

integral parts of the lives of the Native 

Peoples of Peru, when Francisco Pizarro 

first arrived in 1532. Chickens made up 

a large part of the local Inca diet, and 

were featured heavily in ancient Inca 

legends and rituals.  The Araucan 

chicken is the result of cross breeding 

two indigenous fowls in South America, 

the Colloncas and the Quetero.  There is 

no doubt that chickens encountered by 

the Spanish in Peru were selectively bred 

by the indigenous peoples of Chile and 

Peru, hundreds of years before the 

arrival of Europeans.” 

http://www.princeofwales.gov.uk/speech/speech-prince-wales-oxford-farming-%09conference
http://www.princeofwales.gov.uk/speech/speech-prince-wales-oxford-farming-%09conference
http://www.princeofwales.gov.uk/speech/speech-prince-wales-oxford-farming-%09conference
http://www.klondikevalley.com/
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The Predator File   
 

 This past winter we had a marten get into our pigeon coop and he(?) killed three pigeons.  

Some of the others headed for parts unknown in fear for their lives.  A few moved into the 

adjacent chicken coop and were safe there.  Then two pigeons moved back “home” and a 

weasel killed one.  Now the weasel rests with his fathers.  Interestingly, the weasel must have 

attempted a raid on the chickens, but picked on the wrong one:  the big lavender Orpington 

cross rooster (fittingly named Grey).  Grey has a small wound on the base of his comb, but 

must have fought off the weasel because Grey is still alive and no other chickens were 

injured or killed.  This means, I suppose, that Grey should become Defender of the Flock, a 

new breed of chickens?  (It’s a good thing the marten didn’t attack Grey or the rooster would 

have not survived.)   

 Before we get off this topic, have you read The Book of the Dun Cow, in which Chauntecleer 

(a lá Chaucer) works with all his own sins and foibles to protect his flock, with the help of—

really—John Wesley Weasel?  Highly recommended as required reading:  ages 8? to adult 

(85).   To see the weasel (mort) that did the killing, see below.  Finally. . . please remember 

that hawks are protected species and that goshawks, in particular, are under study as a 

declining species.   

 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/77721.The_Book_of_the_Dun_Cow
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 For those elderly folks who 

remember Frank Zappa and the band, 

The Mothers of Invention, we offer 

these illustrations.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Frank_Zappa_Weasels_Ripped_My_Flesh.jpg

