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Quote of the Month:   

“If all mankind were to disappear, 
the world would regenerate back 
to the rich state of equilibrium 
that existed ten thousand years 
ago. If insects were to vanish, the 
environment would collapse into 
chaos.”  
  ― E.O. Wilson 

Just Farmers:  an informal agricultural newsletter 

Vol. 6, No.8  May 15, 2019 

 
We fear. . . (with Wallace Stegner) 

that “short term economic gain often 
trumps long term care. There is little, or 
no cost, or approbation for failing to 
steward a piece of private land.”   
 

 News and Views: 
 Here is a very useful video clip about 

when to turn out cows for grazing in the 

spring and about how manure pats and 

earthworms help your pastures.  It is set 

in Missouri—hence the earlier turn-out 

date—but easily applied to our climate.  

As with so many useful article and clips, 

it is from onpasture.com.  Highly 

recommended for your reading and for 

your financial support.  

https://onpasture.com/2019/04/15/greg-

judy-talks-spring-turn-out-on-green-

pastures-farm/   

 Perhaps you’ve heard the expression, 

“We are all soil farmers,” i.e., in caring 

for the soil we are enabling crops to 

flourish.  Dr. Christine Jones, an eminent 

soil science, says this:  “All food and 

fiber producers . . . are first and foremost 

light farmers.”  [She continues. . . ] 

 “Since the Industrial Revolution, 

human activities have sadly resulted in  

significantly less photosynthetic capacity 

due to the reduced area of green 

groundcover on the Earth’s surface. 

Human activity has also impacted the 

photosynthetic rate of the groundcover 

that remains. 

 Our role, in the community of living 

things of which we are part, is to ensure 

that the way we manage green plants 

results in as much light energy as  

 

possible being transferred to — and 

maintained in — the soil battery as 

stable soil carbon. Increasing the level of 

soil carbon improves farm productivity, 

restores landscape function, reduces the 

impact of anthropogenic emissions, and 

increases resilience to climatic 

variability.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Check out this fund-raising for Young 

Agrarians.  https://youngagrarians.org/ya-

alberta-online-auction-fundraiser/   
It’s the kind of fund-raiser that is not 

promising trinkets but solid skills and 

farm wisdom from both young and old.  

Perhaps it will stimulate something 

similar in our area? 

 “The average annual precipitation here 

in Tucson is 11.8 inches. That's not a lot 

of water and it means that everything 

that grows here is adapted to take 

advantage of every little bit that comes. 

So, when we get a heavy rainfall year, 

like the 13.5 inches that came in 2018 at 

just the right time, the result is our very 

own super bloom.”  There is a photo of 

the desert in bloom below.  Source:  

Kathy Voth in www.onpasture.com .  

 

https://onpasture.com/2019/04/15/greg-judy-talks-spring-turn-out-on-green-pastures-farm/
https://onpasture.com/2019/04/15/greg-judy-talks-spring-turn-out-on-green-pastures-farm/
https://onpasture.com/2019/04/15/greg-judy-talks-spring-turn-out-on-green-pastures-farm/
https://youngagrarians.org/ya-alberta-online-auction-fundraiser/
https://youngagrarians.org/ya-alberta-online-auction-fundraiser/
http://www.onpasture.com/
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 Photo:  California poppies and lupins 

growing in Arizona desert after 

sufficient rains.   

 Did you know that alfalfa meal may test 

out this high (in fertilizer value)?  (There 

are many variables that may affect the 

values.) 
Nitrogen.......................3.0% 
Phosphorus...................0.2% 
Potassium.....................2.9% 
Total Soluble K2O...........2.9% 
Available P2O5...............0.6% 
Calcium.........................1.9%  
Source:  

http://www.producer.com/2006/05/sask-

alfalfa-dehy-plant-markets-organic-

fertilizer/  

Note:  These are taken from a company that 

makes organic alfalfa pellets. 

 

 

 If you are a small dairy farmer or would 

like to be one, . . .or would like to see 

what you are missing, check out this 

three-minute video clip about a man and 

his elderly father taking care of their 

dairy cattle and their soil, practicing 

stewardship on their land.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fW

Rcq-Baug&feature=youtu.be  Thanks 

(as usual) to Kathy Voth of 

onpasture.com for alerting us to this.  

 In a video clip from the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service 

(U.S.A.) which highlights all sorts of 

ways to improve farming and ranching, I 

was struck by one consultant’s 

comments:  “[Walking the fields] gets 

them [the ranchers, farmers] out on their 

 
 

http://www.producer.com/2006/05/sask-alfalfa-dehy-plant-markets-organic-fertilizer/
http://www.producer.com/2006/05/sask-alfalfa-dehy-plant-markets-organic-fertilizer/
http://www.producer.com/2006/05/sask-alfalfa-dehy-plant-markets-organic-fertilizer/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fWRcq-Baug&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fWRcq-Baug&feature=youtu.be
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land,” to “take a look at what is actually 

goin’ on out there.”    This reminded me 

of a very successful dairy farmer who 

told me that he tries to regularly “walk 

his fields”—not ride on the pickup, 

tractor, or ATV—but to walk his fields.  

(Of course, the larger the property, the 

less it is possible to walk every foot of 

land.  I wonder if horseback is a better 

way to “walk the land” than using 

machinery.  Perhaps someone will like 

to share their experiences with 

horseback observation?  We’ll be glad to 

publish them.)   

 Have you heard of forage “cocktails,” 

i.e., multispecies mixes of many 

varieties?  Here’s what one of our 

readers decided to do:  “I zero till drilled 

in 45 acres of everything I had in the 

shed, plus some stuff I bought, annual 

and perennial: oats, peas, two kinds of 

alfalfa, red clover, hairy vetch, timothy, 

tall fescue, annual ryegrass, brome, 

orchard grass, some mouse poop, into a 

winter killed alfalfa field.”   

 Just in case you were wondering, the 

following is one of the “Synthetic 

substances allowed for use in organic 

crop production.  Squid by-products—

from food waste processing only. Can be 

pH adjusted with sulfuric, citric, or 

phosphoric acid. The amount of acid 

used shall not exceed the minimum 

needed to lower the pH to 3.5.”   
Comment:  One use is for lawn fertilizer.  

One could think of many snide comments 

but one shall refrain oneself.  

 You can read the whole article about 

“organic sprays” at 

https://rodaleinstitute.org/blog/wait-

organic-farmers-use-pesticides/  

 Victor Shelton (in onpasture.com) 

repeats this important fact:  “. . . but we 

are always only about sixty days from a 

drought. Drought management should 

always be a part of our contingency 

plan.”  If our fields are so large, and 

moving equipment (and large 

equipment) makes us wait until an entire 

large section of land is ready for the 

machinery, we may be in danger of a 

crop failure if drought conditions occur.  

Do we need a good reason for creating 

small fields or working parts of fields as 

they become ready?   

 Here’s a photo of a somewhat sooty red-

shafted flicker which we rescued from 

someone’s glass-enclosed fireplace.  The 

flicker took out his (her?) frustration by 

using that formidable beak to tear apart 

the insulation around the glass front.  

Amazingly, its partner (female, I think) 

was still nearby and when we released 

this bird in a cloud of grey soot, another 

joined him from a nearby tree.  Faithful- 

ness in time of trouble, I guess.  I have 

often wondered whether flickers take 

water baths or only dust baths.  I can 

imagine this one being told:  “You hose 

yourself off, then take a shower.”   

 The season for harvesting stinging 

nettles is here.  In our experience their 

“stingingness” is low until later in the 

year.  And then?  I read somewhere that 

https://rodaleinstitute.org/blog/wait-organic-farmers-use-pesticides/
https://rodaleinstitute.org/blog/wait-organic-farmers-use-pesticides/
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using full-grown nettles to lash one’s 

bare legs helps you with rheumatism.  

Anyone willing to try it?  Unfortunately 

(!) I don’t have rheumatism, so I can’t 

try it.   Also, if you participate in Nude 

Gardening Day, please don’t try the 

nettle treatment.   

 Don’t plant your rutabagas yet.  I plant 

mine some time in June, and have 

recently found out that my experience is 

typical:  “Root development occurs 

during low temperatures and leaves will 

persist through multiple frosts.”  I have 

wondered why my seedlings develop 

slowly, then leaves flourish but—all of a 

sudden—roots get big, bigger, huge. . . 

often in late August/September.  So I 

have nothing special to report:  just 

normal rutabagas.   

 Yes, it’s an endless task:  clicking on 

websites, tracing down information from 

one computer link or another.  Here’s 

one that is worth your time from the New 

York Times.  It’s about soil health.  It’s 

about time for something like this to 

appear in central B.C. papers.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/02/bu

siness/climate-change-soil-dirt.html  

 If you are a larger farmer (referring to 

land size, not physical bulk), and are 

willing to consider planting pollinator 

strips or what are called “beetle banks,” 

please contact Just Farmers for more 

information.  cgesch63@gmail.com  

 Would one of you who is able to check 

this out please see if you can confirm 

these statements:  “Almost one third of 

the 320 million acres of harvested 

cropland in the United States is used to 

grow corn, and another one third is used 

to grow soybeans. Most of these corn 

and soybean crops are not grown for 

human consumption, they’re exported or 

used as feedstock for livestock, but they 

are two of the most heavily subsidized 

crops in the United States.” 

 Residents of Baffin Island have noted 

another signal that the earth’s climate is 

changing:  several people have reported 

seeing American robins there for the first 

time ever.  I wonder if there are any 

worms there yet (our earthworms are all 

non-native, coming from Europe mostly  

Also, there is virtually no soil on Baffin 

Island).   

 Science Daily recently provided this 

good news for pork producers:  “Wild 

boar can be immunized against African 

Swine Fever by a new vaccine delivered 

to the animals in their food, says new 

research. Published in Frontiers in 

Veterinary Science, it is the first report 

of a promising inoculation against this 

deadly disease, which is a worldwide 

threat to the swine industry.” 

 Crop- and dairy-farmer and ag-

consultant Gary Zimmer says this about 

soil minerals:  “I always like to start 

balancing soils by correcting calcium 

and phosphorus. When correcting your 

soil for calcium and phosphorus, start by 

finding the right source and right 

amounts to fit your soils. 

 The amount depends on your budget 

and the crops to be grown. Livestock 

manures and natural mined materials 

like rock phosphate, lime, gypsum and 

K-mag are some of my top choices. 

 If the pH is low, lime it. Choose the 

correct type of lime, either high calcium 

or dolomite, depending on your soils, 

and don’t overdo it. I never like to go 

over 2 tons per acre of lime at a time. If 

the pH is fine and calcium is low and 

magnesium high, use gypsum.” 

 In general Zimmer has been 

cautioning natural/biological/organic 

farmers that a good soil-health program 

involves more than compost, manure, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/02/business/climate-change-soil-dirt.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/02/business/climate-change-soil-dirt.html
mailto:cgesch63@gmail.com
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and cover crops.  He uses very little 

nitrogen fertilizer, but is “heavy” on 

calcium.   

 Are you looking for an agricultural cause 

to support?  How about de-regulating 

agricultural hemp.  With the cannabis 

industry legally booming, isn’t it about 

time that Agriculture Canada and Health 

Canada get rid of the restrictions on an 

agricultural product like hemp, which is 

valuable for either large-scale or small-

scale or garden-scale farming.  Hemp 

(male flowers) are great pollen-

suppliers; the harvested seeds are superb 

chicken food (I reserve our small surplus 

for chicks—three weeks or older).  Why 

shouldn’t we able to drop in at the 

Smithers Feed Store and buy ten pounds 

of seed from a good variety like 

Finland?  Here are the addresses and a 

sample letter.  

 Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food:  

The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau 

Email:Marie-Claude.Bibeau@parl.gc.ca 

 Minister of Health:  The Honourable 

Ginette Petitpas Taylor 
Email:Ginette.PetitpasTaylor@parl.gc.ca 
 

Dear Minister,  
 Would you please make it possible for 
those of us who want to grow 
agricultural hemp (not cannabis for 
recreation) to buy, plant, and harvest, 
without all the rules and regulations?  
With cannabis legal, why can’t hemp be 
treated like an ordinary crop?  
 Thank you for your consideration of 
this request.  
Sincerely, 
 

 Photo (below):  Garlic (Red Russian and 

Music) at Wildcreek Farm, Quick.  Courtesy 

of Anna Gautier, 2019-05-10.   

  

mailto:Marie-Claude.Bibeau@parl.gc.ca
mailto:Ginette.PetitpasTaylor@parl.gc.ca
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 Did you notice a little beetle (bug/insect) 

like this one in your fields, on cow pies, 

or swimming valiantly but tragically in 

the watering trough?  

 

 

Figure 7. Aphodius fimetarius (Linnaeus, 

1758) is a dweller (endocoprid) species that 

is 5-8mm in length. This species has ribbed, 

bright orange-red outer wings with a black 

head and thorax. This species is most likely 

to be found in the spring and autumn 

throughout the United States.  

This species may also be known as 

Aphodius pedellus, which is a European 

species.  (I think.)  If my identification is all 

wrong, please write a note and we’ll publish 

a correction and abject apology.   

 Regardless of the species, dung beetles 

are very helpful in soil enrichment by 

their tunneling.  (We don’t have the 

dung-rollers here.)  If you use 

Ivormectin or some other product for 

roundworms and/or lice, you probably 

won’t have many beetles because the 

active ingredient stays in the manure for 

a while.  Another reason to try a 

different method--besides creating 

worms’ immunity to some chemicals—

for helping your ruminants with worms 

and external parasites.   

 I also saw some beetles that may be 

Aphodius granarius.  I couldn’t be sure 

because they have no identifying T-

shirts.  And no:  I have not been 

grubbing around in fresh manure.   

 What about those yellow dung flies you 

see all around the pasture?  I think 

they’re Scathophaga stercoraria.  If you 

read the Wikipedia entry and discover 

their extraordinary behavior, including 

reproduction, you may cringe or blush.  

 National Pollinator Week is quickly 

approaching and will take place from 

June 17th - 23rd!  For more information, 

see  https://www.pollinator.org/  

 Phacelia, agricultural hemp, crimson 

clover, buckwheat, and many other 

plants provide pollen or nectar for 

domesticated and native bees.  Two 

great early season sources of bee food 

are willows (catkins) and dandelions.   

You may prefer bees on willows to information about dung 
beetles and manure flies, but they are all important! 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0c/Catkins_with_bee.jpg
https://www.pollinator.org/
https://www.insectimages.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5539055

