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We are thankful. . . for all the 

comments we received on the last special 

issue about cutworms.  We have received 

more comments about this issue than any 

others. . . ever. . . but it would also be 

gratifying to share many of our readers’ 

successes in building soil, balancing 

nutrients and micro-nutrients, etc.  I 

remember once that Norm Dueck (see 

below) sponsored a conference in which a 

speaker showed how—without any 

insecticides—he combatted an outbreak of a 

very destructive insect by foliar feeding 

micronutrients.   

 

New and Views (from our readers in 

regard to cutworms): 
 “The kids took great delight in finding 

cutworms in the field when picking 

rocks and squishing them. Thankfully 

not too many but I’ve certainly heard 

horrifying accounts of the little 

buggers.”  

 “It's nice to know we are not alone.” 

 “I am having problems with those guys 

as well in Hazelton.” 

 “My record to date this spring is 45 

cutworms per square foot! That is the 

exception but I am seeing lots of areas 

with 1 to 5 per foot. Anything over 1 in 

my books is considered an infestation. I 

am seeing them in new seeding barley 

and forage as well as existing hay fields. 

We’ve had good success spraying with 

Silencer and Coragen.  Silencer is a 

contact pesticide so it kills any insect it 

comes in contact with…good or bad 

guys all dead. Coragen (my favourite) is 

a systemic product that goes into the 

plant tissue first and then only the pests 

eating or sucking from the target crop 

get killed. It does therefore not kill 

pollinators, ladybugs or other non-

biting/chewing bugs. This is the product 

of choice for most of my clients. 

Coragen is for sure the better product 

when spraying in an existing forage 

stand because it has a residual in the 

plant tissue for up to 14 days. Silencer 

worked well in a new barley seeding 

which the worms had shaved right down 

to the ground and there was no tissue 

left. We saved that barley crop! Plants 

came back with a vengeance after a 

couple of days…the growth point had 

obviously not been damaged. 

 Both products are best sprayed late 

evening, after dark or early morning 

before the sun comes up because 

cutworms feed mostly at night and go 

underground during the day. . . . In [one] 

particular field of 155 acres of timothy 

hay, pretty much the whole crop was 

rejected by the hay exporter on account 

of the damage the worms inflicted.”  

Norm Dueck,  HeartLand Soil & Crop 

Solutions Inc. 

 “If the chickens like to eat them 

(cutworms)--put a chicken run between 

the cabbages (the chickens will probably 

eat the cabbages if you just let them in 

loose, right?), If they come out at night - 

put some lights on or grow them in 

Inuvik where THE light doesn't go out.”  

 [Comment:  One of the permaculture 

sites mentions the “chicken solution” as 

a good practice regardless of the 

presence or absence of cutworms.  The 

ideal breed for this use (in gardens, not 

100-acre fields!) is, according to what I 

read, the Black Austrolorp which is tame 

and unlikely to fly over even a low wire 



2 

     ©Eskerhazy Publications, 2019 
 

 

barrier.  If you have tried chickens 

between garden rows, why not send us a 

record of your experiences? 

 It probably won’t help you to know this 

now that much of the damage is done, 

but consider what Jack Miner said long 

ago.  Miner was Canada’s “bird-man”, 

who lived near Kingsville, Ontario 

(think, Point Pelee) and who was one of 

the first to begin banding birds.:   “. . . I 

know that at times robins will annoy 

fruit growers by congregating there in 

hundreds, yet to be fair we must consider 

the most good for the most people.  So 

let us take the average farm, occupied by 

the cleanest of farmers with his corn, 

potatoes, tomatoes, cabbages, and other 

crops too numerous to mention, all 

coming up through the clean, fertile soil.  

And now, like a sneaking thief in the 

night, the annoying cut-worm crawls out 

like a snail, cuts down the promising 

plant and then passes on to another and 

repeats his destructive doings.  Then 

when he has gorged himself to the limit 

he will just dig himself in under the soil 

near the stump of the last plant he has 

destroyed.  I have known fully one-

fourth of the plants in the field to be 

destroyed by cut-worms in less than five 

days.  Not that there are so many of 

them, but . . . each one is so destructive.  

Now just think of the expense and 

drawback to this farmer, having to 

replant.  Moreover, the second planting 

never produces the same crop as the 

original one would have done.  Here is 

only one of the valuable points I could 

mention for Robin Red Breast.  For long 

before the average farmer is out of bed, 

he is in the field, hopping from one plant 

to another in search of these worms; and 

when he get two or three in his throat he 

flies across to his family, and in less than 

minutes he is back again.” 

Source: Jack Miner and the Bird, 

originally published in 1923.  (Imagine 

very small fields. . . . Jack Miner is 

implying that already hedgerows had 

been removed and biological diversity 

reduced.  Jack Miner would probably 

have been dismayed by seeing even a 

20-acre field.  Our garden has four pairs 

of robins and two of bluebirds feeding 

on various worms and caterpillars and it 

is not a monoculture; it does have 

shrubby bushes in and around it [think 

hedgerows].  And cutworms.  We used 

diatomaceous earth mixed in the soil 

around all the affected plants with some 

success. 

 Switchgrass can grow 9-feet (3metres) 

tall with roots just as deep. Please see 

photo on next page.  This came from an 

old (2008) National Geographic article: 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/ph

otography/proof/2015/10/15/digging-

deep-reveals-the-intricate-world-of-

roots/  

 It’s not only switchgrass and native 

North American plants that have 

massive root systems.  I printed a photo 

from Purdue University’s website that 

shows the root system of a Canada 

thistle.  (We need a new name for this 

thistle that is not native to Canada.  

“Russian thistle” is already taken by 

another species.  Any suggestions that 

are fit to print?) 

 The third photo on the next page shows 

one reason to nurture mountain 

bluebirds. 

 

 There will be no issue of Just Farmers 

on July 15 unless the editor is smitten by 

an attack of energy.   

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/proof/2015/10/15/digging-deep-reveals-the-intricate-world-of-roots/
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https://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/proof/2015/10/15/digging-deep-reveals-the-intricate-world-of-roots/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/proof/2015/10/15/digging-deep-reveals-the-intricate-world-of-roots/
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Photo by  June Reynolds. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Did you know. . .  that the Bulkley 

Valley has its own bluebird (and tree 

swallow) expert?  Mr. John Franken 

maintains about 100 nest boxes, and has 

yearly occupancy rates, fledging 

successes, etc., all on his computer?  

Check out 

http://www.bvnaturalists.ca/nature-blog/ 

for  a report on mountain bluebird and 

tree swallow nesting this summer.    

Two years of underground growth of Canada Thistle 

from original one foot of root.  Source: 

https://www.btny.purdue.edu 

https://i1.wp.com/onpasture.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Switchgrass.jpg
http://www.bvnaturalists.ca/nature-blog/
https://www.btny.purdue.edu/

