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We recognize. . . how intricate the created world is and how 

little we know despite our advances in knowledge.  Attempts to 
simplify the creation through use of power are bound to have 
negative consequences for humans, other living creatures, and 
what we call the inanimate parts and forces of creation. 
 

 News and Views: 
 The cyclical view of agriculture by 

Justus Von Liebig (sometimes praised 

and sometimes vilified as “father of the 

fertilizer industry”):  “The more fodder, 

the more flesh; the more flesh, the 

more manure; the more manure, the 

more grain. “     

 I hear lots of reports of cutworms “or 

something” destroying transplants this 

year.  In our own garden we have had 

damage to the leaves of plants from 

some unidentified insect.  Probably not 

cutworms which often curl themselves 

around the stems of young plants and 

topple them as if the worms were 

apprentice loggers.  I have seen no 

cutworms so far.  Has anyone else a 

photo of the little creatures?   I did see 

one wireworm, not usually common in 

our gardens.  But that’s it.  If any of our 

readers can shed more light on—that is, 

identify—these mystery beasties, let us 

know.   

 That’s a photo of a cutworm at top right.   

 Here’s a photo (bottom right) of 

wireworms and some advice from 

Westcoast Seeds about how to see if 

wireworms are present in numbers.  

“Wireworms may be abundant in lawns 

without showing any signs of their 

presence. Lawn space or fields converted 

to vegetable gardens are particularly 

prone to wireworms, as well as 

vegetable plots that abut lawn space, 

pasture, or other grassy fields. To test if 

an area is infested, bury full-grown 

carrots 8cm (3”) deep at 10 or so sites 

around the plot and check them after 3 

days. If the carrots show signs of 

damage (small pinholes or tracks) then 

wireworms are present.”     This photo 

also shows the click beetles that are the 

adult form.   

 P.S.:  I still haven’t identified the culprit 

in my garden.   

 

https://www.canolawatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Wireworms-Hartley-Syngenta-small.jpg
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Quote of the Month:   

 If the land mechanism as a whole is good, then every part is good, whether we 
understand it or not. If the biota, in the course of eons, has built something we like but do 
not understand, then who but a fool would discard seemingly useless parts? To keep every 
cog and wheel is the first precaution of intelligent tinkering. 
 A system of conservation based solely on economic self-interest is hopelessly 
lopsided. It tends to ignore, and thus eventually to eliminate, many elements in the land 
community that lack commercial value but that are essential to its healthy functioning. It 
assumes, falsely, I think, that the economic parts of the biotic clock will function without 
the uneconomic parts.” ― Aldo Leopold 

Why All the Fuss about . . 

Further on our last issue’s topic:  Why all 

the fuss about birds?  One could also ask. . .  

 Why worry about molds, fungi, and 

armadillos?  Did you know that 

penicillin was first discovered by Sir 

Alexander Fleming.  “At the time, 

Fleming was experimenting with the 

influenza virus in the Laboratory of the 

Inoculation Department at St. Mary’s 

Hospital in London.” 

 “Often described as a careless lab 

technician, Fleming returned from a two-

week vacation to find that a mold had 

developed on an accidentally 

contaminated staphylococcus culture 

plate. Upon examination of the mold, he 

noticed that the culture prevented the 

growth of staphylococci.”   

https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/n

ews/print/endocrine-today/ 

 “. . . ancient Egyptians had the practice 

of applying a poultice of moldy bread to 

infected wounds.     

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/educ

ation/whatischemistry/landmarks/flemin

gpenicillin.html 

 Have you read in the past about the 

numbers of people who suffered from 

leprosy?  How lepers developed 

infections that sometimes led to loss of 

appendages?  Or how they were 

ostracized from communities?  Did you 

know that the much-maligned 

armadillo—a burrower that was and is a 

scourge of landscapers, roadbuilders, 

gardeners, and ranchers—was the animal 

“key” to developing medicines 

(vaccinations) for leprosy?  Specialist 

Dr. Paul Brand, notes that the armadillo 

is the only animal that can contract 

leprosy; hence they could serve as 

(unwilling) partners with scientists in the 

development of leprosy treatment. 

 How little we know about how the world 

works.  How little we know about soil 

microbiology.  How little we know 

about how important predatory insects 

are to agriculture.  How little we know 

about the importance of orcas, sea lions, 

wolves, or their prey.  When we see 

mold as simply something to be “got rid 

of” with one product or another, who 

knows whether we may be cutting off 

our nose to spite our face?   

 Meanwhile, can the trees clap their 

hands in praise if they are seen only as 

cunits of fibre?  Did you ever wonder if 

the caribou in B.C. have a “human 

recovery plan?” 

  

https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/news/print/endocrine-today/
https://www.healio.com/endocrinology/news/print/endocrine-today/
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/whatischemistry/landmarks/flemingpenicillin.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/whatischemistry/landmarks/flemingpenicillin.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/education/whatischemistry/landmarks/flemingpenicillin.html
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Thistles: the annual report 

 My friend from Leistershire, U.K., taught me this rhyme:   
April--come they will;    

May--they will stay;    

June--they'll change their tune;  

July--they'll never die;  

August--die they must. 

 You may have first heard this in a Paul Simon song, 

but it’s an old folk rhyme.  My friend Dave says it is 

about when to kill thistles.  In his area of the UK it 

was in August. . . when the thistles had formed 

flowers but before they had set seed.   

 The government website from Saskatchewan makes 

this note:  “When an understanding was gained that 

Canada thistle will continue to draw from root 

reserves during the flowering period, strategies were 

revised to remove top-growth with either tillage or mowing, just prior to flower bud break. 

With this strategy, the number of passes can be reduced and still deplete root reserves.”    

 Another site says this:  “Mowing in pastures can be an effective control, if the thistles are cut 

at least once during the early bud stage. There must be dense vegetation present to compete 

with and shade the thistles.” 

 Still another says this:  “Canada thistle can be partly controlled with the aid of "smother 

crops" which develop earlier in the season, forming a dense cover to shade thistle seedlings.”  

My experience is that when there is a very healthy growth of tall forage, the thistles don’t 

produce as many shoots and may be cut off at bloom stage with a mower like a sickle-bar.   

 Someone else mentions that “for bigger thistle problems in larger pastures, consider spraying 

the weeds with a solution of molasses and water to make them more appealing to wildlife and 

livestock.”   (We’re about to try that.) 

 Kathy Voth suggests training your sheep, goats, to eat the thistles.  One of my neighbours 

had an Angus cow that ate thistles and taught her calf to do so, too.  Unfortunately, that 

cow’s genetics are gone the way of the knackerman.  

 If you are going to spray glyphosate or Tordon, or other chemicals, remember that you are 

using dangerous poisons and consider the consequences.   Tordon and Graze-on have a 

residual effect which means you have no legumes in the part sprayed for two to three years.   

 Finally, back to the rhyme.  Here’s the received wisdom put in plant growth terms:  When the 

plant matures it puts all its energy into producing seed; it is as it’s most susceptible then.   

 I’ve never had success in getting rid of thistles in the lawn by repeated mowing.  It seems to 

me that every mowing just stimulates them to send up more shoots.  So I can keep a short 

lawn, but whether I get rid of the thistles is a moot point.  If I’m alive in twenty years, I’ll let 

you know if they are ever eliminated by the lawn mower.   

 Bees love thistle blooms, say the apiarists; about two billion bees agree.    

 [Final comment]   I still don’t know what to do when a patch of thistles invades a pasture 

loaded with legumes.  Any advice? 

http://images.45cat.com/simon-and-garfunkel-scarborough-fair-canticle-1968-8.jpg
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News and Views  
 One of our readers has more than one 

hundred pine and spruce seedlings 

available (free).  If you would like more 

information, please contact us at 

cgesch63@gmail.com 
 The Richardson Ranch, Tlell, Haida 

Gwaii, has received recognition as a 

Century Farm.  If you think of it, who 

would choose to start a beef operation so 

far removed from traditional market 

connectors?  Who would think the 

operation would flourish?  Hint:  

Diversity is part of the answer.   Read 

more about this unique ranch at 

https://archive.news.gov.bc.ca/releases/n

ews_releases_2017-

2021/2019AGRI0050-001241.htm  

 Here’s what the University of Tennessee 

says about the nutrition you may expect  

from hay:  “There are several things that 

will influence the nutrient content of a 

hay crop. Most people consider 

fertilization, weed pressure and grass 

species to be important in hay quality. 

These factors can impact hay’s nutrient 

content. But the factor that has the 

greatest influence on nutrient content is 

the stage of maturity of the plant at 

harvest. If a grass is cut when it is young 

and leafy, a protein content of 13-15% 

could be expected. But once a seedhead 

appears, the plant begins to produce a 

stem with lots of fiber, helping to extend 

the seedhead. The plant has changed 

from vegetative growth (trying to 

produce leaves) to reproductive growth 

(trying to produce seed). After the 

seedhead first appears (late boot stage), 

the protein and energy level in the forage 

begins to slowly decrease, while the 

fiber level slowly increases. 

 Someone asked us about micro-clovers.  

You can see what seed companies (e.g., 

West Coast Seeds) says about them.  If 

you have experience with micro-clover 

lawn, please send us a line to let us know 

your evaluation.  I wonder how invasive 

it is:  it would be disastrous if it seeded 

itself into a neighbouring hayfield and 

produced a lush crop that would require 

trained mice to harvest with specially-

designed equipment.   

 Here’s some information from the 

compost champions:  Rodale Institute:  

“Still, there is a problem in this country 

because we have landfills that are nearly 

30% food waste and yard trimmings 

(Figure 2). Compost is certainly not a 

magic bullet for agricultural nutrient 

management but think about all those 

resources we could use to improve our 

soils for crop production and a wide 

variety of other uses.” 
 

mailto:cgesch63@gmail.com
https://archive.news.gov.bc.ca/releases/news_releases_2017-2021/2019AGRI0050-001241.htm
https://archive.news.gov.bc.ca/releases/news_releases_2017-2021/2019AGRI0050-001241.htm
https://archive.news.gov.bc.ca/releases/news_releases_2017-2021/2019AGRI0050-001241.htm

