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 [Last week we shared the NFU’s definition:  

“A family farm is an operation that produces 

food or other agricultural products and 

where the vast majority of labour, capital, 

and management are provided by family 

members.”]    This week. . .  

We Deny. . . that “Mega-dairies are 

the future of US farms” (headline for a 

recent article in Country Life in B.C.).  

Mega-dairies?  The article mentions 

Riverview LLP, a limited partnership 

with over 300 investor-owners. . . 

[which] operates 14 farms. . . milking a 

total of about 95,000 cows.”  What do 

you think?  The article is in the 

November 2019 issue of Country Life in 

B.C.   You might have thoughts to share, 

especially on the last four paragraphs.  

Send your thoughts to us at 

cgesch63@gmail.com.   

 

News and Views:   
 

 Remember this?  “Currently there are 2 

million small-holder dairy farmers in 

Kenya - defined in the study as farms 

with ten cows or fewer.”   (See statistics 

above for comparison.) 
 For a refreshingly hope-filled story, 

check out the report about 

https://www.superiorfresh.com/our-farm  

in which environmental care, high-tech 

aquaponics and health are all goals of a 

Wisconsin company.  

 Here’s what one of our readers sent us in 

response to last issue’s photo essay 

about improving forage crops without 

reseeding a whole field.   

 
“We used topping of horse manure & red 

clover to change to a more fertile alkaline 

soil in 'bad' spots.' The red, pink and white 

clovers seem to be the dominant plants on 

the farm in the forested pastures. 

The photos were to show the 'weed' die off 

while being invaded by clovers. As my 

camera is the digital equivalent of a 

'brownie' the photos do not give enough 

proof. 

 Plant succession to what you 

WANT/desire takes time. Professional 

farmers seem to me to be in a perpetual state 

of hurry along with the rest of society. 

1 of my brilliant messy offspring likens an 

obsession with 'weeds', plus 'perfect house 

keeping' as an aspect of human obsessive/ 

compulsive disorder. Perhaps we need a 

mental/emotional cure rather than a 

herbicide for that?  ...Mmm 

Photos:  

1.  Above:  Various clovers competing well 

with weeds (hawkweed, and others).  

2.  Next page:  Clover seedlings forming a 

continuous ground cover to help prevent 

weed establishment.   

Source:  Magdalena  Bajer 

mailto:cgesch63@gmail.com
https://www.superiorfresh.com/our-farm
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More rodent reports. 
 We, like many others, had lots of rodents 

eating carrots and other root vegetables 

this year.  Most people assumed it was 

voles doing this, but setting mouse traps 

in the carrot patch caught mostly mice 

(ratio 20:3, mice:voles).  Source:  Paul 

Glover 

 Paul also noted this about woodchucks:  

Speaking of rodents: We have gradually 

had more and more woodchucks here 

over the past few years.  I wasn’t aware 

of any for most of our 26 yrs here, while 

at our homestead in the Suskwa Valley 

we have always had them around.  They 

never were a problem in our gardens 

there until the past couple years, when 

they’ve taken a liking to all kinds of 

leafy crops. 

 And this from Bill Jex, Skeena Region 

Wildlife Biologist   “Woodchucks or 

groundhogs as they are better known in 

the east of Canada, have been in the 

valley for a bit; their increase in 

distribution and numbers. . . I personally 

think is related to the mountain pine 

beetle stand conversions over the past 

decade that have turned a bunch of 

previous pine forest into grazing, 

hayfield and grass rangeland areas now.  

Like elk in the valley, they benefit from 

those landscape conversions along 

agricultural corridors that happen almost 

unnoticed by many residents… 
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   One observation of note is that we 

have black colour phased woodchucks...       

 Mostly by luck and chance, I have 

since found black-phase woodchucks on 

Tatlow Road and West of Terrace   If 

you or your readers hear or see this 

colour phase of a woodchuck, can get a 

photo, or if their pet kills one or they see 

a roadkill, I’d be interested at hearing 

about it.”   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 [Ed. Note:  

The photos 

of the 

capybaras 

were a hit 

with some 

of our 

readers, so 

here is 

another 

photo and 

some 

comments 

from 

Leticia.]  

“The 

Cabyparas 

(Capivara) 

can be seen 

not only in 

Pantanal 

but also in 

parks in the 

cities, especially if it has a lake. It can 

sometimes be a problem too since they 

have ticks on their body that can 

transmit diseases to humans like  Lyme 

and Maculosa Fever (although rare cases 

have happened). They are cute and one 

of my favorites! I love to see them in the  

 

 

lakes with their big families and 

babies.”  

 
Phtoto credit:  Leticia Carandina Fagundes 
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 Thanks to Peter Schopfer for alerting us 

to this news story.   

 “Thailand’s leaders have said that as 

of 1 December, a ban will take effect on 

the use of the following farming 

chemicals: chlorpyrifos, an insecticide 

made popular by Dow Chemical that is 

known to damage babies’ brains; 

Syngenta’s paraquat, a herbicide 

scientists say causes the nervous system 

disease known as Parkinson’s that has 

been banned in Europe since 2007; and 

Monsanto’s glyphosate herbicide, which 

is linked to cancer and other health 

problems. . . .   [Note:  The information 

about health effects of the chemicals is 

not 100% confirmed by science.  The 

Thai government is apparently taking the 

“precautionary principle” seriously.] 

 According to Thai news reports, US 

officials have also been warning that the 

ban will interfere with lucrative trade. 

The US is especially upset about a 

glyphosate ban, arguing that it could 

limit hundreds of millions of dollars in 

Thai imports of US grains, which are 

often laced with glyphosate residues. 

 Outraged Thai officials say they 

have been forced to “clearly explain” to 

US officials that Thailand’s priority is 

the health of Thai consumers. “Our job 

is to take care of the people’s health,” 

the public health minister, Anutin 

Charnvirakul, told the press.”    

Source:  The Guardian, Nov. 11, 2019.  

 Here is Wikipedia’s description of the 

precautionary principle:  “The 

precautionary principle (or precautionary 

approach) generally defines actions on 

issues considered to be uncertain, for 

instance applied in assessing risk 

management. The principle is used by 

policy makers to justify discretionary 

decisions in situations where there is the 

possibility of harm from making a 

certain decision (e.g. taking a particular 

course of action) when extensive 

scientific knowledge on the matter is 

lacking. The principle implies that there 

is a social responsibility to protect the 

public from exposure to harm, when 

scientific investigation has found a 

plausible risk. These protections can be 

relaxed only if further scientific findings 

emerge that provide sound evidence that 

no harm will result.”    

 I found this wise analysis and advice just 

this morning (www.onpasture.com ).  It 

comes from Don Ashford:  “It has 

finally dawned on some folks that you 

cannot produce your way to prosperity. 

The problem is not production, it is the 

cost of production and it is not all about 

economics of scale. Chances are if your 

outfit is not profitable now, getting 

larger will only be more costly” 

[emphasis added]. 

 The seed catalogues are arriving, just as 

the temperature is falling.  More exciting 

seeds to consider, order, and receive.  I 

wonder if I should try growing this 

product.  It’s called a Peter Pepper.  

Probably would be a big hit at the 

farmers’ market.   

  

 

http://www.onpasture.com/
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A Few Bees 
 

 

 

Photo used by permission of Amy Toth, Associate Professor Dept. of Ecology, Evolution, 

and Organismal Biology, and Dept. of Entomology, Iowa State University.   

 

The photo accompanied an article in a  publication of the Illinois News Bureau called, “A 

little prairie can rescue honey bees from famine on the farm, study finds”.    Hives in this 

corn/soybean country were doing well until late summer and then they did not produce 

enough honey in the late summer/fall and entered the winter malnourished.   

 

The researchers found that natural prairie near crop fields had late-blooming flowers that 

provided the necessary food for the hives during this time.  They also suggest that edges of 

crop fields [or gardens!] planted with clover will help create thriving hives.   
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