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Affirmation of the importance of 

the family farm:  The National 

Farmers Union endorses the following 

definition: “A family farm is an 

operation that produces food or other 

agricultural products and where the vast 

majority of labour, capital, and 

management are provided by family 

members.”  
https://www.nfu.ca/campaigns/farmland-

ownership/  

 

 Currently there are 2 million small-

holder dairy farmers in Kenya - 

defined in the study as farms with ten 

cows or fewer. They tend to feed their 

livestock on a mixture of wild grasses 

grown on local grassland, and through 

forest grazing – letting their cows graze 

in commonly owned forests. This long-

established practice reduces a forest’s 

ability to act as a carbon sink by 

removing vegetation and slows the speed 

at which forests regenerate after being 

cleared.  

   “The impact of dairy farming on the 

environment is a very hot topic globally 

at the moment,” said Professor Mariana 

Rufino, from the Lancaster Environment 

Centre, the principal investigator on the 

study, which was published in Global 

Change Biology. 

   “Increasing milk production really 

matters in Africa because even a small 

amount of milk can make a huge 

difference to a young child in terms of 

brain development, micronutrients and 

growth, particularly in the under-fives. 

   “Dairy production also empowers 

women and improves access to medical 

services and education because it 

provides a constant income. Milk is 

produced most of the year, while income 

from crops comes in seasonally. 

   “What our study shows is that it is 

more efficient to get cows out of the 

forest and to give them richer feed on the 

farm.”  Source:      

https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/news/a-win-

win-for-forests-and-small-holder-dairy-

farming-in-east-africa  

 I received a booklet called Industry and 

Trades (Fall 2019) in the mail.  This 

booklet—published by the Prince 

George Citizen—had eight feature 

stories.  Four of them were about 

petrochemical industries.  One was on 

construction.  There were no articles 

about agriculture or food-related 

industries.   

 

 “In a bid to rid the country of four types 

of disposable plastics within two years, 

Thailand’s cabinet has endorsed a plan 

to make single-use plastics illegal just 

over 13 months from now. 

   Following the cabinet meeting today, 

Minister Warawut Silpa-archa of the 

environment ministry said the 

government had approved his proposed 

ban to come into effect on New Year’s 

Day of 2021.”   

    Source:  

https://coconuts.co/bangkok/news/thaila

nd-to-ban-single-use-plastics-in-2021/  

This link sent to us by one of readers; 

let’s say we have a Just Farmers  

correspondent in Thailand.   
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 Comment about plastics : If Thailand 

can do this, why can’t we (Canadian 

farmers) insist that single-use haylage 

and other farm plastic be recyclable?   In 

2018, there were  10,951 dairy farmers 

in Canada, most of whom use plastic 

wrap, twine, netting, etc.   If perhaps 

10,000 of these farmers were to write 

letters to the provincial and federal 

government agencies responsible, I 

suspect that something would happen 

pretty soon.    If we add in all the beef 

producers and anyone using hay bales or 

baleage, I think the number of possible 

letters would be immensely higher.   

 Provincial addresses: 

george.heyman.MLA@leg.bc.ca plus a 

copy to MLA Doug Donaldson:  
doug.donaldson.MLA@leg.bc.ca  

 Federal addresses:  
https://www.energy.gov/.../operational-
management/energy-reduction-

hq/recycling-programs   .  Copy to Taylor 

Bachrach, MP.  (Apparently, the MP 

emails are not yet updated.) 
 “The 2017 Census of Agriculture 

released in April found 365 Wisconsin 

farms sold turkeys, down almost 9 

percent from the previous census in 

2012. . . . Eighty-eight percent of the 

state’s turkey farms fell in the smallest 

production category.  Ron Kean, 

University of Wisconsin-Extension 

poultry specialist, said most producers 

are raising birds for small market sales, 

like a local butcher shop or directly to 

customers.”  Source:  Wisconsin Public 

Radio   Question:  I wonder how many 

small farmers offer turkeys for sale in 

the Highway 16 corridor.  
 “A large garrison of armyworms have 

attacked Vancouver Island and B.C.'s 

Lower Mainland.”  This news item is 

from 2017; recent years have not seen 

such outbreaks of armyworms on corn  

Social paper wasp digging out a fall army 

worm from the whorl of a plant. 

 

 

and forage crops.  Now a new study 

from Brazil shows that social wasps can 

be significant predators of armyworms:  
   “Encouragingly, the researchers found 

that even when the pests had bored 

inside the plants without being present 

on the plant surface, the wasps were able 

to go into the plant and pull out the 

pests. . . .    

   The study's senior author Dr. Seirian 

Sumner (UCL Centre for Biodiversity & 

Environment Research) said: ‘By using 

chemicals to kill pests, we're often also 

killing the very insects that can provide 

us with natural forms of pest control, and 

that's what social wasps are doing. It's 

about making the most of what you 

already have around you.’”   Source:  

https://phys.org/news/2019-11-wasps-

effective-pest-agriculture.html  
 

 Do you know what an agrihood is?  The 

people in Detroit, Michigan know.  As 

this city tries to recover from the 

devastation of loss of industry, the 

resultant poverty, and population loss, it 

is also suffering a boom in wildlife and 

urban farming and gardening as part of 

its urban plan for recovery.  

mailto:george.heyman.MLA@leg.bc.ca
mailto:doug.donaldson.MLA@leg.bc.ca
https://www.energy.gov/.../operational-management/energy-reduction-hq/recycling-programs
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https://www.energy.gov/.../operational-management/energy-reduction-hq/recycling-programs
https://phys.org/news/2019-11-wasps-effective-pest-agriculture.html
https://phys.org/news/2019-11-wasps-effective-pest-agriculture.html
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Top-seeding with composted manure:  informal trial 

 
Background:  The field below has one part that grows alfalfa quite well.  The rest of the field 

is mostly grass and—in the centre of the saucer-shaped field—short sedges.  It provides a 

satisfactory crop of hay, but I wanted to try to improve it.  After harvesting the one hay crop, 

I tried various things:  an organic forage fertilizer and introducing alsike clover into the 

wetter parts after a light scarifying with a harrow.  Neither produced  impressive visible 

results.  Then, three years ago, I took a load of my manure (composted) in my tiny John 

Deere manure spreader and made a strip just at the entrance of the field.  What was different 

is that I sprinkled (poured?) a lot of common red clover on top of the manure before 

spreading, figuring that the composted manure might make a good seedbed for the clover.  

The red clover—usually a two-year crop—appeared and increased, partly due to the fact that 

it went to seed at least two of those years.  Here’s what things looked like this fall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  I’ve marked the area to which the composted manure and red 

clover were introduced on the photo above.  

2.  The photo on the right shows an edge, making things easier to 

see. 
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3.  This is the untreated part of the 

field:  mostly orchard grass that looks 

pretty healthy, but has few legumes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  This is the part that was 

treated with composted manure 

and red clover seed.  By 

comparison with the orchard 

grass it is a jungle.  The grass is 

greener and there is less bare 

ground.   

 

 

 

 

Conclusions:   

(1.  Don’t draw conclusions on the basis of one small, unscientific experimental trial.) 

2.  This is one of  several different ways to strengthen a forage stand:  Top seeding with no 

scarification, fertilization spring or fall, liming top seeding after heavy grazing or light disking, 

or top-seeding with dry manure.   Graham Finn of Union Forage also sometimes feeds hard-

cased seeds like cicer milkvetch and lets the cows spread the seed softened by their digestive 

system. 
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Wildlife notes: 

 

 Too many rodents this year?  How’d 

you like a family or two of 

capybara—the world’s largest rodent 

at 35 to 66 kg (77 to 146 lb) 

munching on your hay crop.  You’d 

have to import a jaguar to control 

them; a house cat wouldn’t do.  

 And if you thoughts our sandhill 

cranes were large, imagine seeing a 

flock of these (top right) flying by.  

They are jabiru.  The adult jabiru is 

120–140 cm (47–55 in) long, 2.3–2.8 

m (7.5–9.2 ft) across the wings, and 

can weigh 4.3–9 kg (9.5–19.8 lb).            

One of our readers, Leticia 

Carandina Fagundes, advised me that 

the Jabiru is also very known by the 

name of Tuiuiú (most of the names 

are indigenous.        Photo credits:   

Peter Schopfer, our correspondent in the 

Pantanal region of Brazil.   

 

 A reader sent us this photo (right, 

bottom) of a weasel--short-tailed or 

ermine I think--in a rabbit hutch.  I 

don’t see any rabbits.  Hmmm. 

 

 

 Besides rodents, there is an irruption 

of shrews this year, judging by the 

number in our house, barn, and cat’s 

mouth.  Shrews are 

insectivores/carnivores.  You can tell 

them apart from mice by their pointy 

snout and the fact that the cat kills 

them but won’t eat them, perhaps 

because of the poisonous saliva that 

shrews possess.  Note:  According to 

many people who have tried, shrews are 

very difficult to tame. 


