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From the non-domesticated file: 

 

For best-eating fowl of them all, I nominate 

ruffed grouse.  You can not domesticate 

them, but can improve habitat for them on 

your farm.    Photo credit:  Schat family. 

 

 

News and Views: 
  “A study published in the journal 

Science on Sept. 13 is the first 

experiment to track the effects of a 

neonicotinoid pesticide on birds in the 

wild. 

    The study found that white-crowned 

sparrows who consumed small doses of 

an insecticide called imidacloprid 

suffered weight loss and delays to their 

migration -- effects that could severely 

harm the birds' chances of surviving and 

reproducing.”  Source:  

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2

019/09/190912140456.htm?   

 Here are a few sentences to make you 

jealous.   A rancher in Upper Michigan 

has land that slopes towards two rivers:  

“Removing the buffalo from the natural 

water source also qualified Orv for cost-

share on an environmentally-safe 

watering system through the 

Conservation Reserve Program.  “It is 

taking the buffalo out of vulnerable 

water sources and giving them 

somewhere else to get water,” he said.

 The program provided cost-share 

funding for two 2,800-gallon tanks at the 

ranch. These tanks feature steel-

reinforced concrete, wells to supply 

water, automatic float-valve shutoffs, 

and anti-flow-back devices to protect the 

groundwater from contamination.”  Do 

any of readers know of similar B.C. or 

federal programs that might help us care 

for water quality better?  If so, please 

send the info to this paper and we’ll 

publish it:  cgesch63@gmail.com  

 Every so often we mention 

onpasture.com, a superb free resource of 

grazing inspiration and information.  The 

short video clip (7:00 minutes) found 

there this week is certainly inspiring.  

Check it out at 

https://onpasture.com/2019/09/23/a-

path-to-becoming-a-successful-grazier/ .   

Most of our readers are used to attending 

events that are free or “admission by 

donation”.  Why not consider a donation 

to onpasture.com if you benefit from its 

contents?  This online publication has 

about 110,000 readers.  

 You can find John Marble’s method of 

no-stress weaning on 

https://onpasture.com/2019/09/23/silenc

e-of-the-calves-no-bawl-weaning-saves-

stress-and-money/  .   The video clip 

shows how and why he uses nose clips 

and then moves to fenceline weaning for 

an almost no-stress experience.   And, as 

John says, almost no bawling.   

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/09/190912140456.htm
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https://onpasture.com/2019/09/23/silence-of-the-calves-no-bawl-weaning-saves-stress-and-money/
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Photo Essay:  North Star House Farm.  Catherine 

Heinzelman and Paul Zeegers, Quesnel, B.C.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos (from top, counter clockwise):  

 

1.  The farmhouse: three homes put 

together, including one heritage home.  

2.  Bouvier des Flandres showing off.  

3. Vegetable garden; produce to Quesnel 

Farmers’ Market. .   

4.  “Get out, turkeys.”    

5.  “OK, now what?” 
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Above:  garlic field for 2020. 

Right:  “Dimples” with sand 

between heavy clay soil and to be 

mulched with compost.  Below 

right:  Impressionist view of 

greenhouse.    

  Below left:  Betsey and Paul 

with squash; pigs about “ready-

to-go”  (Pssst:  don’t tell them.) 
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“Ground cherry fruits are typically 

bright yellow- orange, the diameter of 

a dime to a nickel, and grow 

individually in tan coloured papery 

husks. They are crisp and sweet, and 

the harvest period can last two months 

or more.  Ground cherries store well 

for several weeks in their husks in 
paper bags in the fridge.”   These are 

from Paul Zeegers’ greenhouse.  See 

photo essay for more from Cathy 

Heinzelman’s and Paul Zeeger’s farm 

near Quesnel.  
http://magazine.cog.ca/article/ground-
cherries/  

 

 

  

Kale is a superfood, they say, but it’s also just plain beautiful. 

http://magazine.cog.ca/article/ground-cherries/
http://magazine.cog.ca/article/ground-cherries/
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Quote of the Month  
 “If the edges of someone’s 
paradigm aren’t  ruffled, why 
would anyone want to change?” 
he asked.  “Eighty percent of 
people are followers.  Twenty 
percent are adapters.  Less than a 
half of one percent are 
innovators.” 
  Goven falls into the latter 
category.  He just thinks 
differently about creating 
agricultural systems.  And he isn’t 
the only one.  
  Goven observed that more than 
half of the mentors in the North 
Dakota Grazing Lands Coalition are 
left-handed.  He also has dyslexia.  
For many years, he considered it a 
disability, but over time he has 
come to see it as a gift.  
  “There’s a little contrarian in 
me,” he said.  
     --Gene Goven is a dryland farmer 
in the center of North Dakota.  He has 
owned and managed 1,500 acres of 
shortgrass prairie and cropland for 
the past 51 years.  Source:  
https://www.ecofarmingdaily.com 

And, finally. . . the Dexters.  Cathy 

and Paul have a herd of Dexter cattle.  We 

had a bull from them some years ago and 

were very pleased.  Here are two photos of 

bulls from their herd.  

 

Here is the patriarch, about ten years old.   He has impressive horns, but he 
is not Cape buffalo, Highland cow, or aurochs..  All Dexter. 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future prospects:  This young feller has 

plans to  become the sire with a small 

harem.  The mates will be “arranged 

marriages.” 

  

https://www.ecofarmingdaily.com/
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Lessons from sweet clover 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This plant was growing in the flower bed.   

The roots are certainly not all that deep but are “fat 

and sassy.”  

 

You can see the shoots coming from the crown just 

to the right.  If we grazed this hard right now (late 

September) there is not much doubt that the plant 

would be severely stressed.  

 

Below right:  a few rhizobia nodules but it’s obvious 

that the proper species of bacteria does not exist in 

the flower bed in which this sweet clover plant was 

growing.  

Inoculated seed would have made 

for sturdier, healthier plants, most 

likely.   


