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 Resources:  For information about 

how Wisconsin farmers raise and 
market a variety of meat and care for 
land, water, wildlife, and true family 
farms, please see this website:  
www.wisconsinmeadows.com/  
 “Green grass, blue sky and the 
crystal clear waters of Wisconsin are the 
ingredients in Wisconsin Meadows Grass-
fed Beef. 
 Our beef comes from our family 
farms all across the state, from humanely 
treated cattle raised in Wisconsin and is 
naturally produced without synthetic 
growth hormones or antibiotics. 
 Our cattle are never in feedlots, and 
calves are left with their mothers to learn 
natural grazing and social behaviors. We 
use low-stress handling methods which 
makes for calmer, healthier cattle. They all 
have outdoor access their entire lives, and 
eat only pasture forages and hay. Rotational 
grazing has many benfits for the 
environment, the cattle, and the farmer!”   
They also handle pork, raised with strict 
ethical guidelines.    (See sidebar on next 
page for information about the breeds of 
cattle this group raises on pasture.) 
 

News and Views:    
 Naturalist John Wesley Weasel writes 

that the next pandemic will be a bird flu, 

a deviant avian disease discovered in 

Delta, B.C.,  and will be called Corvid-

19 after the date discovered.  It will 

feature politicians eating crow, ravening, 

all decked out like magpies, mobbing 

like jays at the top of their lungs trying 

to get their way and mark their territory. 

 

 What’s wrong with this good news?        
“Conserving natural habitat around 

strawberry fields can help protect 

growers’ yields, their bottom line and 

the environment with no detectable 

threat to food safety, indicates a study 

led by the University of California, 

Davis.   In the study, published in the 

journal,  Ecological Applications, 

researchers conducted grower surveys 

and experiments at 20 strawberry farms 

stretching between Santa Cruz, 

Watsonville, and Salinas on California’s 

Central Coast—a region that produces 

43 percent of the nation’s strawberries.”  
Source:  https://climatechange.ucdavis.edu/news 

 

 Editorial:  What can be wrong with 

good news?   (See article above.) 

 Forty-three per cent of the U.S.A.’s 

strawberries are produced in one area 

and then trucked across North America.  

How is this part of the climate-change 

good news?  All that trucking, fuel 

consumption, air pollution, wear-and-

tear on highways?   

 But let’s not blame the farmers.  

What about those of us who are 

demanding (or giving in to tempting 

advertisements that suggest) a fresh crop 

when local farmers could supply all the 

fresh strawberries we need and enough 

for freezing, canning, or making into 

jams and wines and juices?  

 P.S.:  Of course the focus of the 

article is that wild areas near fields 

provide many benefits to the farmers.  

This applies to my garden in Quick, too.  

http://www.wisconsinmeadows.com/
https://climatechange.ucdavis.edu/news
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Having mixed garden crops of different 

maturities and heights is a good idea.  So 

is mixing perennials that provide cover 

(raspberries, e.g.) with annual crops, and 

so is having brushy cover near the 

garden.  And yes, robins do like 

strawberries and fencing may be 

required for us to gain the benefits of 

wildlife living in close proximity to or 

even in the food-producing parts of our 

gardens.   

 Please read the rest of the article on-

line to see the really good news about 

birds and strawberries and the lack of 

harm they may do while providing 

benefits.   

 “Researchers from the University of 

Sussex looked at a body of published 

evidence into the environmental impact 

of anthelmintics — products used as 

wormers and anti-parasitic agents and 

widely applied across the world. They 

found that, across all drug classes, the 

products were having a devastating 

impact on dung beetles – species that are 

vital prey items for a range of bat and 

bird species. . . . The study, published in 

the journal, Environmental Toxicology 

and Chemistry, highlighted the 

particularly negative impact on dung 

beetle larvae of pour-on treatments – the 

most common form of application. It 

also revealed that one of the most widely 

used products, the anti-parasitic agent 

Ivermectin, is extremely toxic. These 

treatments are available for purchase in 

most EU countries without the 

involvement of a veterinarian. . . . . Dung 

beetles themselves provide important 

ecosystem services for farmers. By 

ensuring that dung is cleared from 

pasture quickly, they help to control pest 

flies and also allow for rapid grass 

regrowth through nutrient cycling, soil 

aeration and dung removal. The presence 

of dung beetles has also been shown to 

reduce the prevalence of cattle nematode 

infections by 55 to 89% (Fincher 1975) 

and pest flies by 58% (Benyon et al. 

2015). In the UK alone, these services 

are estimated to exceed £350M per 

year.”  Source:  https://www.sussex.ac.uk 

 Beginning in 2008, the state of 

Wisconsin ran a program to support 

local food production, distribution and 

marketing.  From the WISCONSIN 

FOODS  PROGRAM OVERVIEW: 

“The Wisconsin Foods Program is a 

comprehensive economic development 

program designed to create models for 

local food systems to develop new 

markets.”  Here is the source for a 

survey of the types of things the program 

supported in 2019.  

https://datcp.wi.gov/Documents/BLBW_

Grant_Impact_Report.pdf   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About a Wisconsin Local 
Farmer-owned Cooperative 

 

Our cooperative of small family farms 
believes that rotationally grazing cattle 
is the best way to raise lean, tasty beef. 
Our well-managed pastures protect soil 
and water resources and provide 
wildlife habitat. We care about that, 
because we live here, too! We raise old 
world British breeds such as Devon, 
Galloway, White Park, Angus and 
Hereford and others proven to be 
hearty and thrive on an all-forage diet. 
Low-stress handling and rotational 
grazing keep both the cattle and the 
pastures healthy. 

Source: 
 Wisconsin Meadows website 

https://www.sussex.ac.uk/
https://datcp.wi.gov/Documents/BLBW_Grant_Impact_Report.pdf
https://datcp.wi.gov/Documents/BLBW_Grant_Impact_Report.pdf
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 Want to help a farmer and yourself?  

Pre-order and pre-pay for locally-

produced food from an area farmer.  In 

some places supermarkets are doing a 

land-office business, but in times of a 

pandemic, why buy produce grown 

thousands of kilometres away when you 

could get it grown in or near your own 

home town.  Freezing food, drying, 

pickling and canning food makes sense, 

pandemic or not.   

 Benjamin Gesch (aka J.W.W.) explains 

about item one in News and Views: “If 

my humour was too deeply buried, 

please check my spelling of the name of 

the illness.”  [What a difference an extra 

letter can make.] 

 [This has nothing to do with farming, but 

once a friend told me about a young man 

who was caught and convicted of 

defacing park benches.  The judge gave 

him community hours repainted them.  

He used a stencil to identify the benches 

as Public Property but left one letter 

out.] 

 Jeff Moyer recently noted in a column 

from Rodale Institute:  “If this crisis 

[Covid-19] has taught us anything, it’s 

that our communities are only as strong 

as the least healthy among us.” 

 As the snow 

melts, did 

you notice 

that 

stinkweed 

is about the 

first seed to 

sprout?  It 

makes 

horrible 

hay, but cows love it in haylage.  Being 

a crucifer--Mustard Family 

(Cruciferae)—it also can host clubroot.  

Want to find something good about it?  

One of its virtues in a garden is that it is 

easy to pull out.  If you call it 

pennycress, another common name for 

it, it sounds more like a wildflower from 

The Wind and the Willows and other 

books with Edenic settings.   

 Shepherd’s purse is another crucifer that 

grows in your gardens and fields. It’s 

harder to pull out.     

 Each stinkweed and shepherd’s purse 

plant can produce up to 38,500 seeds, 

says the Alberta government website.   

 

Photos (top):  Stinkweed on March 25.  Are 

those flowers?  

(Bottom left):  Pennycress  

(Below):  Shepherd’s purse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/df/Thlaspi_arvense_(3768284618).jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/34/Shepherds_purse_(Capsella_bursa-pastoris)_(geograph_5393890).jpg
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Quote of the Month: 
FROM ALL DESTROYERS of 
natural beauty in this parish and 
everywhere, from all polluters of 
earth, air and water; from all 
makers of visible abominations; 
from jerry-builders, disfiguring 
advertisements, road hogs, and 
spreaders of litter; from the 
villainies of the rapacious and the 
incompetencies of the stupid, 
from carelessness of individuals 
and the somnolence of local 
authorities, from all foul smells, 
noises, and sights . . . Good Lord 
deliver us!       
-Source:  Council for the 
Preservation of Rural England 
(1936). 

Notes from Bulkley Canyon Ranch (Laurie Gallant and Bill Crosson ) 

 COVID-19 announcement from our farm 

to yours: If you are on our list (or would 

like to be) for sheep shearing services 

this spring, please read. We are currently 

self-isolating for 14 days (Day 1 was 

March 21 so we will be done by April 

5). If we are not sick after this time, we 

will confirm bookings IF you can say 

yes to everything on our checklist. Have 

you self-isolated for 14 days? Are 

you free of any cold/flu/COVID-19 

symptoms? Are you properly set up for 

shearing so that we can reduce the time 

spent on your farm? We have an 

information sheet with a short 

questionnaire that we use.  Email 

info@hazeltonhops.com 250 552-0331 for 
Bill to book an appointment. 
 

 Special notes for those who work with 

farm animals - accessed March 22, 2020 

from https://www.cfa-

fca.ca/resources/resources-on-covid-19/   

"While a recent study suggests that the 

virus that causes COVID-19 may have 

the potential to infect some types of 

animals, similar to what is known for 

SARS-CoV, there is currently no 

evidence that other domestic animals can 

be infected with COVID-19 virus or can 

be a source of infection to people. There 

are still many unknowns about this 

newly emerged coronavirus and this is 

an area that remains to be studied and 

understood. 

 

 Those handling live animals and animal 

products should practice good personal 

hygiene, including frequent hand 

washing after touching animals and 

animal products during non-pandemic 

times to ensure the best possible service 

and experience for your flock and all the 

farmers involved. Keep safe, and enjoy 

the lambing season! 

 

 They should consider wearing protective 

gowns, gloves, masks while 

professionally handling animals and 

fresh animal products. Equipment and 

working stations should be disinfected 

frequently, at least once a day. 

 

 Protective clothing should be removed 

after work and washed daily. Workers 

should avoid exposing family members 

to soiled work clothing, shoes, or other 

items that may have come into contact 

with potentially contaminated material. 

It is therefore recommended that 

protective clothes and items remain at 

the workplace for daily washing. " 

  

mailto:info@hazeltonhops.com
https://www.cfa-fca.ca/resources/resources-on-covid-19/
https://www.cfa-fca.ca/resources/resources-on-covid-19/
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Gallery:   What Is It?    

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Guesses: 

Top left:______________________ Top  right:__________________________ 

 

Bottom left: _______________________ Bottom right:________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Answers:  Top left:  Either vole tracks or pictographs from ancient Egyptian tomb.  Bottom right:  Vole 
tracks from Picasso’s blue period    Top right:  Chickadee and redpoll tracks (also from Pablo’s blue period).   
Bottom left:  Lynx tracks on crust next to Betsey’s bootprint.   
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JUSTIN TRUDEAU, PRIME MINISTER OF CANADA 
Prime Minister announces support for farmers and agri-food businesses 
under Canada’s response to COVID-19  

March 23, 2020 

Ottawa, Ontario  

Canadian farmers and food businesses work hard so Canadians have quality food on 
their grocery store shelves and kitchen tables. In these times of uncertainty, it is more 
important than ever to make sure that they are supported so they can continue 
providing the good, healthy food that nourishes our families. 

The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today announced important new measures to 
support farmers and agri-food businesses in Canada facing financial hardship due to 
the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Farm Credit Canada will receive support from the Government of Canada that will allow 
for an additional $5 billion in lending capacity to producers, agribusinesses, and food 
processors. This will offer increased flexibility to farmers who face cashflow issues and 
to processors who are impacted by lost sales, helping them remain financially strong 
during this difficult time. 

In addition, all eligible farmers who have an outstanding Advance Payments Program 
(APP) loan due on or before April 30 will receive a Stay of Default, allowing them an 
additional six months to repay the loan. This important measure, which represents $173 
million in deferred loans, will help keep more money in farmers’ pockets during these 
critical months. 

The Stay of Default will also provide farmers the flexibility they need to manage their 
cashflow when facing lower prices or reduced marketing opportunities. Applicable 
farmers who still have interest-free loans outstanding will have the opportunity to apply 
for an additional $100,000 interest-free portion for 2020-2021, as long as their total APP 
advances remain under the $1 million cap. 

The Government of Canada remains committed to supporting Canada’s agricultural 
sector to ensure that farmers and businesses have the support they need to provide for 
their families and all Canadians during this critical time. 

Quotes 

“Farmers and food producers work hard to put food on tables across our country, and 
they should not have to worry about being able to afford their loan payments or having 
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enough money to support their own families. We are taking action now to give them 
more flexibility to meet the challenges ahead in these times of uncertainty.” 

The Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada 

“Like many Canadians, I am truly grateful for our farmers and food business owners and 
employees, who continue working hard so we all have quality food on our grocery store 
shelves and kitchen tables. Their continued work is essential to our plan to manage 
COVID-19. The measures announced today will provide farmers and food producers 
across the country with important financial flexibility they will need during these 
challenging times.” 

The Hon. Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food      

 

 

Quick Facts 

 Grains, oilseeds, and pulse producers who participated in the 2018 Stay of Default 
announced this summer, are encouraged to contact their administrator for more details. 
Cattle, bison, flower, and potted plant producers should also contact their APP 
administrator to enquire about their eligibility for the Stay of Default. 

 The Advance Payments Program is a financial loan guarantee program that provides 
producers easy access to credit through cash advances. For the 2019 program year, 
there are over 21,000 producers participating and over $3 billion in advances. 

 Administrators participating in the Stay of Default are the Alberta Sugar Beet Growers, 
Alberta Wheat Commission, BC Breeder and Feeder Association, Canadian Canola 
Growers Association, Manitoba Corn Growers Association Inc., Manitoba Livestock 
Cash Advance Inc., Western Cash Advance Program Inc., PEI Federation of Agriculture, 
and the Agricultural Credit Corporation. 

 Farm Credit Canada is our country’s leading agriculture and food lender, with a healthy 
loan portfolio of more than $38 billion. The Crown corporation provides flexible, 
competitively priced financing, management software, information, and knowledge 
specifically designed for the agriculture and food industries.  

 Farmers will continue to have support under the Canadian Agricultural Partnership. The 
comprehensive suite of business risk management programs are designed to help 
manage significant financial impacts and risks beyond farmers’ control. 

 The new deadlines for outstanding Advance Payments Program loans are as follows:  
o September 30, 2020: 2018 cash advances for grains, oilseeds, and pulses. 
o September 30, 2020: 2018 cash advances for cattle and bison. 
o October 31, 2020: 2019 cash advances on flowers and potted plants. 

  

https://www.canada.ca/en/agriculture-agri-food/news/2019/08/crop-producers-granted-extension-to-repay-cash-advances.html
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/agricultural-programs-and-services/advance-payments-program/?id=1462198969862
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/about-our-department/key-departmental-initiatives/canadian-agricultural-partnership/?id=1461767369849
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Heck, my epaulettes 

just froze off. 

Should we try singing a 

little kong-ka-reee! 
Nah, kong-ka-crap-

it’s-freeeeee-zing 

would be better.   

 

 

Your shoulder patches 

are pretty small. You’ll 

never get a mate that 

way. 

 


