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Consider:  We’ve heard, or experienced, 

the reduction in air pollution during the 

recent shutdown due to the Covid pandemic.  

Other places are no different.   

Pollution levels in China in 2019, left, and 2020. 
Photograph: Guardian Visuals / ESA satellite data   

 

Some comments I found about this on 

https://www.patheos.com/ , written by Leah 

D. Schade:  

 -“I can almost feel the planet 

breathing a sigh of relief to have humans 

slow down, stay home, and stop their 

relentless activity. 

 -I noticed new terminology emerging 

about the need—and feasibility—of a new 

way of being and doing in the world going 

forward. 

 Phrases like “planned economic 

slowdowns” and “intentional degrowth” 

are coming to the fore.   

 -For those of us in the Judeo-

Christian tradition, we know the Bible was 

way ahead of the game with this concept of 

planned economic slowdown 

 It’s called SABBATH.”  

 

News and Views:  
 Meanwhile (as Stephen Colbert would 

say), vegetable farmers, conventional 

and organic alike, are facing tough 

times.  How much do do you plant and 

how do you prepare for the season, not 

knowing if restaurants will be open, how 

farmers’ markets will be affected, and 

where do you find people to hire for 

seasonal labour?   

 What was so special about March 26, 

2016?  For me, it was the first date that I 

let my few cows out for exercise in a 

pasture.  The field is gravelly and was 

dry enough so that they didn’t pug it up.  

The total forage that they ate was 

probably about ¼ pound in the hour that 

they spent in the field.  On April 5, 2020, 

I let the cows into a snow-covered field 

for an hour.  In the few spots that 

weren’t snow-covered, they walked 

around and tried desperately to eat stale 

orchard grass.  I’d say they each got 

about 1/32 of a pound of forage.    
 Jokes about people hoarding toilet paper 

are getting a little stale.  But here’s 

something that’s no joke:  When my 

wife and I went shopping during special 

seniors’ openings at one of the grocery 

stores we found a dairy cooler out of 

butter and almost out of cheese.   I’m 

guessing this was not because people 

were hoarding dairy products but 

because “the truck hadn’t got in yet.”   

Think:  we have dairy farms in our area 

that ship milk to Abbotsford and we are 

out of butter and cheese.  Do you notice 

something wrong?  Food security 

means—among other things—that 

representatives in Victoria and Ottawa 

have a duty to help decentralize the 

dairy industry.  We thank God for our 

local dairy farmers, but we don’t thank a 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/23/coronavirus-pandemic-leading-to-huge-drop-in-air-pollution#img-1
https://www.patheos.com/
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system that takes our own farmers’ 

products and ships them for half a day or 

more and then back, leaving us at the 

mercy of trucks, roads, weather, and the 

Covid-19 virus. 

 Speaking of supermarkets, when was the 

last time you thanked the checkers, 

meat-cutters, shelf stockers and 

management staff for their work?  I 

wrote to someone, somewhere, that 

maybe during this time of pandemic we 

are being reminded that being “only a 

checker at Safeway” is a vocation that is 

intimately related to human health, sort 

of like a doctor, or nurse, or lab 

technician:  just different.   
 

 Juncos have returned in large numbers.  

Here’s one that Hamish found in the 

porch.  He released it after the photo was 

taken.  The books say juncos have pink 

beaks but some people say, “Nah, not 

pink.”  Well. . .  look.  At this time of 

year juncos are eating weed seeds; later 

they will eat insects.  If you keep cats 

away and a little bit of messy brush or 

hedge, maybe they will nest on your 

property.   

 

 Here’s what the late Allan Nation, 

arguably the dean of U.S. graziers, said 

about establishing a new pasture after an 

annual crop.   

 -“No grazing should be initiated until 

the grass can be torn off with your 

fingers without the roots pulling loose 

from the soil. 

 -Many graziers like to let the grasses 

go to seed in their establishment year to 

build roots and start a soil/grass 

seedbank.  They then take the mature 

grass off as dry cow hay and/or bedding.  

 -Pastures capable of holding up 

heavy Holstein cows in wet weather will 

take a minimum of three years and in 

most cases five years to develop.”  
 Source:  Quality Pasture:  How to create it, 

 manage it, and profit from it.   

 

 Due to the Covid-19 virus, seed 

companies are having a banner year.  

One company form letter told me this:  

“Due to widespread concern over 

COVID-19, our orders have doubled 

daily. As a result our order turnover is 

approx. 15 business days. We are 

working as fast and as much as is 

humanly possible to move the orders. 

Please bear with us in this tough time.”  
[Ed. Note: Wouldn’t it be a positive 

consequence of a horrid illness if this 

became a permanent change?  People 

planting more seeds in containers or in 

gardens, eating local food, as local as you 

can get.]   
 Here’s some information about a 

projected increase in corn production 

for 2020 in the U.S.A.:    “On the 

demand side, USDA’s 2020 

Agricultural Outlook Forum projections 

indicate 6.84 billion bushels of corn will 

go to feed, seed and industrial use (5.45 

billion of which are used in corn ethanol 

production), 5.8 billion bushels will be 

used in feed and residual and 2.1 billion 
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Crisp, delicious Bolero winter carrots from the root cellar. 

Quote of the month:    
   Only a few more acres of woodland 
gone; only a few more grazing 
permits in game habitat; only another 
pothole drained; only a little more 
pollution in lakes and streams; only a 
few more roads into wilderness 
areas. 
   Individually these destructive 
actions appear unimportant.  
Collectively, they can and will destroy 
our wildlife resources.  
   You and I must make it our 
responsibility to overcome the 
ignorance and indifference that is 
responsible for this destruction.   
Source:  Ken Radford, Manitoba 
Federation of Fish and Game Clubs, 1970. 

bushels will be exported -- amounting to 

14.7 billion bushels used in total, the 

second-highest of all time.  Source:  

https://www.fb.org/market-intel/corn-acres-

should-be-reconsidered-in-2020  

 U.S.A. dairy news:  “As a direct result 

of COVID-19-related demand 

destruction coinciding with the spring 

flush, milk prices in the U.S. have fallen 

by more than 30%. In response, many 

dairy processors and cooperatives are 

requesting that dairy farmers reduce 

their milk supplies in addition to also 

requesting USDA impose a supply 

management program in exchange for 

direct payments.  [Please not the last 

sentence.] 

 The photo below is my (cg) 

advertisement for how regional food 

security can work.   
 

 

 

  

https://www.fb.org/market-intel/corn-acres-should-be-reconsidered-in-2020
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/corn-acres-should-be-reconsidered-in-2020
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Time for Snakes to Appear 
 Not “garden” snakes.  Garter snakes:  

just think of one of them wrapped 

around a beautiful bride’s legs to hold up 

her stockings.  Just think of the tradition 

of “throwing the garter.”  Not kind to the 

snake but it would tell you if a future 

bride is squeamish or not.   

 Why Are They Called Garter Snakes.  

There are a few theories for why they are 

called garter snakes. The first one is that 

the snakes were named after stocking 

garters due to their striped appearance. 

The second theory is that the Latin word 

for stocking garters, sirtalis was simply 

translated into English. The scientific 

name for a garter snake is Thamnophis 

sirtalis.  Third possibility:  a corruption 

of the German word for garden. 

 Snakes hibernate together in—you 

guessed it—a communal hibernaculum.  

Mel and Evi Coulson sent us photos of 

snakes just out of hibernation.  If you 

know of such a hibernaculum, please 

don’t bother the snakes or tell 403 of 

your friends to come look at them.   

 

 When I was a child we would annually 

go to Te Ronde’s woods where there 

was a fallen cabin which must have been 

the garter snakes’ hibernaculum.  We 

found the snakes there every year at 

about the same time.   

 In the photo below you can see that 

some concrete/stone has an opening but 

also that it functions as a heat bank.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Garter snakes are not poisonous and no 

threat to you, unless you are a worm. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=x-raw-image:///44a0afe8580c3619598aebffd961c49095ba8b21f7274b6fd9bd080039c3c5e6&imgrefurl=https://wildlife.unl.edu/pdfs/garter-snakes-in-around-home.pdf&tbnid=GTYMWOivoERchM&vet=12ahUKEwiw4Jbf2_ToAhWwIzQIHRcZCCcQMyg0egQIARBx..i&docid=I3wnirBv2RBsiM&w=735&h=493&q=garter snake eating a worm&ved=2ahUKEwiw4Jbf2_ToAhWwIzQIHRcZCCcQMyg0egQIARBx

