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Just Farmers:  an informal agricultural newsletter 

Vol. 8, No. 4             
 

We affirm. . . the value of 
education.  In this issue you will find 

several references to onpasture.com which 
we often mention in Just Farmers.  
onpasture.com is an on-line publication 
that has been supported mostly by grants 
and donations, but major grants “did not 
come through” this year.  We recommend 
that you check out onpasture.com and 
consider how best you may support such a 
practical, grazing-oriented source of 
information.  Note:  In upcoming editions of 
Just Farmers, we will be introducing several 
other agricultural publications that we have 
found to be supportive of the principles 
behind this publication.    For your con- 
venience, these Principles are reprinted at 
the end of this edition of the newsletter.  

 
News and Views: 
 Here’s Q & A from Kellogg’s website.  

www.openforbreakfast.com/en_US/cont

ent/sustainability/QA-Glyphosate.html  
 

Q:  I’ve heard that farmers spray Round Up 
on crops before harvest to dry them out. 
Does that happen on crops that you use to 
make cereal? 

A:  Kellogg does not own or operate farms 
and we have been engaging with our 
suppliers about pesticide use, including 
desiccation with glyphosate, in our 
ingredient supply chains since before 2017. 

We know that some consumers have 
questions about the use of the herbicide 
glyphosate (also known by its brand name 

Round Up) as a drying agent a few weeks 
before harvest, particularly with wheat and 
oats. This practice is done by some farmers 
in certain circumstances – like harvesting 
the crop more quickly if weather is 
challenging. 

Although this practice is not widespread in 
our wheat and oat supply chains, we are 
working with our suppliers to phase out 
using glyphosate as pre-harvest drying 
agent in our wheat and oat supply chain in 
our major markets, including the U.S., by 
the end of 2025.  [Note:  This information is 
not a product placement ad for Kellogg’s.  The 
company has not addressed the matter as a 
statement of principle, except for the principle 
of expediency, in our opinion.] 

 “A confinement dairy, along with its 

bankruptcy tubes (silos) has deterred 

more than one aspiring pasture-based 

farmer. The economic and emotional 

investment in the structures drives future 

decision-making and stifles innovation. 

The bigger the ship, the harder it is to 

turn.”    –Joel Salatin,  concerning 

Harvestore silos, e.g.   

 This clip gives some information about 

how the California dairy industry is 

trying to reduce carbon emissions.  

Instead of arguing how much of the 

climate change is caused by humanity, 

(or cows!) this industry is doing 

something as an industry.  

https://onpasture.com/2020/02/03/can-

we-eat-our-way-out-of-climate-change/   

This information came to us through the 

courtesy of onpasture.com.  

http://www.openforbreakfast.com/en_US/content/sustainability/QA-Glyphosate.html
http://www.openforbreakfast.com/en_US/content/sustainability/QA-Glyphosate.html
https://onpasture.com/2020/02/03/can-we-eat-our-way-out-of-climate-change/
https://onpasture.com/2020/02/03/can-we-eat-our-way-out-of-climate-change/
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Quote of the Month: 
At our farm, some of our team 
members receive more income 
than the owners. We have 
incentive and commission 
packages that are open-ended. 
Ultimately, the owners are not in it 
for money, but for the joy of 
service, healing the earth, creating 
customer relationships. While we 
want a team that is also jazzed 
about those ideas, farm owners 
need to recognize that ownership 
is a great privilege. Don’t lord it 
over anyone. Just be grateful. 
Good people always pay their way. 
   --Joel Salatin 
 

 In the same issue of onpasture.com, you 

can read about a ranching family’s 

program of treating the earth, animals, 

air, and water of the land of which they 

are stewards in a holistic way.  This is a 

large ranch, but not a feedlot, nor a 

confined animal feeding operation 

(CAFO).   We at Just Farmers are 

strongly in favour of the smaller family-

operated dairies that have a land base 

which they care for as much as they care 

for their total production of dairy 

products and who allow the animals to 

express their natural inclinations 

(grazing, for example).   

 There is also a short fact-filled 

informative video clip from Australia 

about the work of dung beetles.  Try this 

link:  

https://onpasture.com/2020/02/03/dung-

beetle-facts/   The website mentioned at 

the end doesn’t work but the clip does.   

 Developing new barley varieties 

continues.  If you read this article-- 

www.beefresearch.ca/blog/barley-

comes-up-the-backstretch/ --you’ll see 

why it takes community support rather 

than profit-only motivation to develop 

barley varieties and what is involved in 

this complicated process.  The article 

helped me understand and appreciate 

how “barley breeding is another example 

of why governments and industry groups 

need to invest in research and 

development – to support innovations 

that are too risky or not profitable 

enough to attract private investment, but 

that are critical to our industry’s 

international competitiveness.”    

 You knew this would happen 

somewhere.   At his small, boutique-

style farm in Galesburg, Illinois, 

Demarkius Medley grows mostly leafy 

greens and lettuces. . . .But, this year for 

the first time, he grew hemp.  

As the crop got closer to harvesting, 

Medley and his farmhand started to 

notice some of the hemp plants were 

disappearing. 

 “We thought it was a deer at first, 

because they were just taking tops,” said 

Medley.   They were losing so much 

crop that they finally decided to install a 

camera. The footage showed people -- 

not deer -- sneaking onto the property in 

the middle of the night and stealing the 

plants. 

Source:  

https://www.harvestpublicmedia.org/pos

t/farmers-lose-out-thieves-mistake-

hemp-marijuana  Outside of lung 

disease, the thieves got nothing of 

benefit except perhaps exercise.   

 

 

https://onpasture.com/2020/02/03/dung-beetle-facts/
https://onpasture.com/2020/02/03/dung-beetle-facts/
http://www.beefresearch.ca/blog/barley-comes-up-the-backstretch/
http://www.beefresearch.ca/blog/barley-comes-up-the-backstretch/
https://www.harvestpublicmedia.org/post/farmers-lose-out-thieves-mistake-hemp-marijuana
https://www.harvestpublicmedia.org/post/farmers-lose-out-thieves-mistake-hemp-marijuana
https://www.harvestpublicmedia.org/post/farmers-lose-out-thieves-mistake-hemp-marijuana
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Photo Feature 

Dairy Robots and Their Masters 
(Here are the photos to accompany the article about the Vandenberg Dairy in our previous issue.) 
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The Robot-Masters: Caring for cattle, providing food for humanity, building strong 

communities.    Rudy, Nathan, and Daniel Vandenberg answer the question:  

“Where are all the young farmers in Canada?” 

***** 

Notes about the Forage Analysis Workshop 
January 29, 2020 at Round Lake Hall  
 
Note:  When Marco Fagundes reads this, maybe he’ll correct us for any misunderstandings we 
had about the science.   

 
Take-aways from the participants: 
 1.  If the Ammonia %SP is too high this means there was a problem in silage-making. 
 2.  If you chop forage before feeding to cows shorter than 1/4” you will have problems.  
The “scratch-effect” which helps the rumen to move will be too low.  One-half inch or longer is 
better.  
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 3.  If the acetic acid % is low—less than 7%--the cause is probably not in the forage but 
in the silage-making procedure.   
 4.  Chicken feed needs a different ration of calcium to phosphorus than ruminant feed.  
It should be 10/1  (Ca to P).   Feeding only whole grains will probably not have enough calcium, 
so you should add calcium to the feed.  Oyster shell supplies some of this.  Calcium carbonate is 
easy to find.  Get coarser CaC03 (calcium carbonate) because it will be used in the gizzard and 
work during the night while the chicken is feeding.  Free range chickens will probably get a lot 
more calcium from their foraging so may not need as much supplementation.  
 5.  Feeding the micro-organisms (bacteria, etc.) in the rumen is a key to whatever you 
are doing with your ruminant feed.   
 6.  Too much protein is not good.  Everything must be in a healthy balance:  protein, 
fibre, etc.   
 7.  Supplements like palm fat (from palm oil) or urea must be very carefully calculated:  
too much may kill the animal.  It’s not something to treat casually:  “Oh, I’ll throw a little [of this  
or that] in here and see what happens.”   
 8.  The sample we looked at from Eskerhazy Farm was second-cut grass/clover/alfalfa 
forage and had 15.9% crude protein (on a dry matter basis).  This is very hard to achieve in the 
Bulkley Valley and may not be a representative sample for all feeds and soils, all years, etc.  

 
 *Here’s a correction about the sponsors:  We listed Kate Schat as sponsor of the event.  
It should have read “and Sweetheart Homestead (Kate and Marius Schat and family).” 

 

***** 

Notes from a Beef Cattle Research Council Webinar on Winter Kill and Forages  
February 13, 2020 

Note:  The speakers showed a power-point slide of “take away messages” at the conclusion of 
their presentations.  Being a rather stubborn sort, I resisted the urge to reproduce their take-
aways and took notes on my own take-aways.   The presenters were Bill Thomas, Christine 
O’Reilly, and Graeme Finn.   

1. If you are going to dormant seed (frost seed) forage the temperature should be fairly 
consistent, at about -5C.—both morning and evening—to keep from having early 
germination and then frost death.  That may mean the first two weeks of November.   

2. In a pure alfalfa stand, you need more than 40 alfalfa stems/ft2 ; if less, the stand is 
not worth keeping.   

3. The stem count in alfalfa is more important than the number of crowns/ft2 . 
4. If your alfalfa field has lower than 12 parts per million (ppm) of phosphorus (P) or 

120 ppm of potassium (potash, K), then the plants will respond to fertilizer in an 
economical way.  

5. In parts of eastern Canada, farmers are finding they need to add sulfur (S) to their 
forage crops (in the west, this has been true for a long, long time).  The reason is 
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that with a decrease in air pollution (SO2 which combines with moisture in the air), 
the amount of available S is decreasing.  [Note:  This is not a plea for more 
pollution.] 

6. In forage plants, the leaves regrow after a cutting or grazing before the root reserves 
are build up.  Grazing a field with a fair amount of top growth too soon may actually 
stress the plant by never allowing its roots to build up strength.  

7. Leaving a significant amount of forage on a field—any time of year—is not a waste.   
8. Often farmers and ranchers “take the green off” even when they don’t really need 

the feed.  They should leave it to protect crowns, roots, provide soil mulch, etc.  
9. Remember that during the seeding year, plants are like babies; they are growing and 

should not be stressed by harvest even if they look healthy and strong.  
10. Consider resting one paddock  per year from grazing or haying for an entire growing 

season.  
11. “Grass doesn’t just happen.” 

   
(Note:  If you watched this seminar, we’d love to hear from you about what you learned or 
re-learned.)  

 

 

Just Farmers:  Principles (2019) 
 
Foundation:  We are stewards, not owners, of the land we farm.  We are accountable 

for the way our land use affects the environment which includes land, water, air, plants, 

animals, and human beings.   

 

We affirm and attempt to: 

1. Use practices that treat the earth gently.  We try to use appropriately-sized 
machinery. 

2. Use inputs that approach the principles of regenerative farming.  We avoid the 
routine use of industrial chemical pesticides. 

 Conventional farming routinely uses chemical fertilizers, herbicides, and 
insecticides. 

 Sustainable farming usually reduces artificial chemicals and may use 
integrated approaches (chemical and organic) to reduce chemical 
applications. 

 Organic farming, as regulated, uses natural fertilizers, rock powders, and 
biological controls:  no industrial chemicals (or acidulated fertilizers) at all.  
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 Regenerative farming seeks to improve the fertility of land, aims at 
ecosystem health and environmental diversity.   

3. Foster an appreciation for natural plant propagation.  We reject any use of 
genetically-modified seeds or organisms.   

4. Practice good soil-care.  We think of the soil as an organism and work to feed our 
soil as a complex web of life, not as a mine for crops. 

5. Practice curiosity.  We consider research, discussion, learning from our 
neighbours and regular walks through our property as essential to our vocation.    

6. We participate actively in public, communal institutions to bring about change.   
7. Maintain high ethical standards for treatment of domesticated animals.  We try 

to mimic animals’ inherited lifestyles by allowing cattle and sheep to graze, 
providing rangeland or vegetated outdoor pens for poultry, room for hogs to root, 
etc., weather permitting.    

8. [Added June 5, 2019]  We recognize how intricate the created world is and how 
little we know despite our advances in knowledge.  Attempts to simplify the 
creation through use of power are bound to have negative consequences for 
humans, creatures, and what we call the inanimate parts of creation.  

Goals: 

 To encourage and support the agricultural community.  This includes sponsoring 
educational 
activities, local 
farm tours, etc.   

 To provide 
healthy, locally-
produced food 
for human and 
animals.   

 To provide a 
voice for those 
often ignored 
by agribusiness. 

 To participate in 
discussion of 
local 
community 
plans. 

 
Curt and Betsey Gesch relaxing with a load of loose hay.                                                                               

(Photo taken before decrepitude had struck the guy with the pitchfork.) 

https://justfarmers.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/p1010003.jpg

